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RE:

Information Request of Kris W. Kobach, Vice Chair, Presidential
Advisory Commission on Election Integrity

Dear Attorney General Eric Schneiderman:
As President and Director-Counsel of the NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund (LDF),1 I write with deep concern about a request that Kris
Kobach, Vice Chair of the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity
(“the Commission”) reportedly submitted to the Secretary of States of all 50 states,
including New York’s, on June 28, 2017.2 It is our understanding that Mr. Kobach
has requested “publicly-available voter roll data,” including “the first full and last
names of all registrants, middle names or initials if available, addresses, dates of
birth, political party (if recorded in [the] state), last four digits of social security
number if available, voter history (elections voted in) from 2006 onward,
active/inactive status, information regarding any felony convictions, information
regarding voter registration in another state, information regarding military status,
and overseas citizen information.”3 This sweeping and intrusive request risks
creating a justification for voter intimidation and suppression, especially against
communities of color.4 As an organization that since its founding in 1940 has worked
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to secure, protect, and advance voting rights for African-American and other
communities of color, we applaud you for joining an ever-growing list of states
including California, Connecticut, Indiana, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Virginia, and
Wisconsin that are declining to provide this information or limiting in scope their
response.5
First, the Commission, along with the request for voter data, is transparently
intended to lay the groundwork for massive voter suppression efforts. The
Commission itself is premised upon discredited claims of widespread voter fraud that
have been repeatedly rejected by federal courts across the country. And no one
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seriously interested in protecting the integrity of our elections would appoint Kris
Kobach, the Kansas Secretary of State, to lead the effort. As other states have
recognized in rejecting his request for voter information, Kobach has a long history
of advocating discriminatory policies that suppress votes and disenfranchise eligible
voters,6 and was recently fined for misleading a court in litigation over voting
restrictions in Kansas.7
Second, Mr. Kobach’s request presents serious data privacy concerns. New
Yorkers did not participate in elections with the knowledge that their personal
information would be submitted to a federal commission with a vague mandate, slant
in favor of manufacturing support for false claims of voter fraud, and questionable
database security. While some data is publicly available, New York election law
mandates that individuals submit Freedom of Information Law requests before
receiving voter registration information.8
Third, in his letters, as you know, Mr. Kobach reportedly highlights “the
importance of state-level authority in our federalist system”9 but practically seeks to
undermine the ability of states to protect private personal information, manage their
elections, and expand access to the ballot for their residents. Mr. Kobach also seeks
to commandeer state officials, who would have to devote state resources to identify,
collect, and provide state voter rolls to the Commission. Mr. Kobach’s effort to create
a national voter registration list is characteristic of a political career spent
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suppressing votes and intimidating voters.10 And, that this request is being made in
an atmosphere in which the President of our country repeatedly and unabashedly
invokes the paper tiger of “millions of illegal voters” to justify a sham commission and
collect the personal information of private citizens is federal overreach of a deeply
concerning nature.11
Finally, as the representative of the people of New York, we further urge you
to pose the following questions to Mr. Kobach in response to his letter:
o Why is voter roll data necessary for the work of the Commission?
o For what purposes do you intend to use the data?
o Do you intend to use the data to identify individuals who you believe
should be removed from the voter rolls?
o What steps will you take to ensure that the data is not used to intimidate
or harass voters?
o Will voter roll data be sent to individuals not affiliated with the
Commission? If so, who?
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o What steps is the Commission taking to ensure that its actions,
including its use of voter roll data, is consistent with state and federal
law, including the Voting Rights Act, the National Voter Registration
Act, the Help America Vote Act, and the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and
Fifteenth Amendments?12
o What security measures will the Commission put in place to ensure that
voter roll data, and other Commission documents, are secure and not
subject to hacking?
o Will the Commission address the threat to the security of state elections
from hacking by Russia or by any other foreign or domestic actors?
Sincerely,

Sherrilyn A. Ifill
President & Director-Counsel
NAACP Legal Defense & Educational
Fund. Inc.
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