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Democracy was on the ballot in 2020. Voters of 
every race, creed, and color turned out in record 
numbers despite a life-threatening pandemic, 
hurricanes in several states, and threats of violence 
at the polls.1 The President of the United States, 
Donald Trump, repeatedly told voters that the 
election was rigged and that our elections systems 
were not to be trusted.2 Still, voters engaged 
and elected the first female Vice-President of the 
United States, who is also the first Vice-President 
of African and Asian descent.3 The State of 
Georgia elected its first Black and first Jewish U.S. 
Senators.4 The news media, politicians, and local 
elections officials rushed to laud the elections as 
smooth running. But they failed to adequately 
recognize the Herculean efforts and billions of 
dollars required to ensure the elections were secure 
and to counter widespread efforts to disenfranchise 
voters of color, the young, and persons with 
disabilities. 

1 See, 2020 November General Election Turnout Rates, U.S. Election Proj-
ect, http://www.electproject.org/2020g (last updated Dec. 7, 2020).

2 Hayley Miller, Trump Claimed Election ‘Rigged’ Or ‘Stolen’ 
Over 100 Times Ahead Of Capitol Riot, HuffPost (Feb. 8, 2021), 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/trump-rigged-stolen-capitol-ri-
ot_n_602188e2c5b6173dd2f88c4f; For similar earlier assertions, see 
Nate Cohn & Toni Monkovic, Trump Strategy: Win 3 Key States, and 
Warn About ‘Rigged’ Election, N.Y. Times (Aug. 3, 2016), https://www.
nytimes.com/2016/08/04/upshot/trump-strategy-win-3-key-states-and-
warn-about-rigged-election.html?searchResultPosition=2.

3 Lauren Camera, Kamala Harris Makes History as First Female Vice 
President, U.S. News &World Report (Jan. 20, 2021), .https://www.
usnews.com/news/elections/articles/2021-01-20/kamala-harris-be-
comes-first-female-vice-president.

4 Greg Bluestein, Democrats sweep Georgia’s runoffs, flip control of U.S. 
Senate, Atlanta J.-Const. (Jan. 6, 2021), https://www.ajc.com/politics/
democrats-sweep-georgias-runoffs-flip-control-of-us-senate/CMV-
2J37IMBBOHAUG2QOO4YP45M/.

While President Trump aggressively pursued his 
false narrative that the election had been stolen, 
leading members of his Administration were 
declaring that the election had been secure and 
there was no election fraud of any consequence.  
These Administration officials included the 
Attorney General and the Department of 
Homeland Security’s cybersecurity expert.5 Courts 
throughout the land rejected 63 lawsuits that were 
mostly based on specious claims of fraud and 
procedural malfeasance.6 

We witnessed coordinated efforts to disenfranchise 
millions of voters of color that began months, even 
years, before the election. These actions escalated 
in ways that were appalling and shocking but not 
new in the course of U.S. history. Election 2020 
and its aftermath made it obvious that democracy 
in the United States is teetering on a razor’s edge. 

The efforts to deny the democratic exercise of 
political power by Black voters took many forms.  

5 Mary Louise Kelly, Barr Says No Election Fraud Has Been Found 
By Federal Authorities, NPR (Dec. 1, 2020), https://www.npr.
org/2020/12/01/940819896/barr-says-no-election-fraud-has-been-
found-by-federal-authorities; Press Release, Joint Statement from Elec-
tions Infrastructure Government Coordinating Council & the Election 
Infrastructure Sector Coordinating Executive Committees, Cyberse-
curity & Infrastructure Sec. Agency (Nov. 12, 2020), https://www.cisa.
gov/news/2020/11/12/joint-statement-elections-infrastructure-govern-
ment-coordinating-council-election.

6 Amy Sherman & Miriam Valverde, Joe Biden is right that more than 60 
of Trump’s election lawsuits lacked merit, PolitiFact, Poynter Instit. (Jan. 8, 
2021), https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2021/jan/08/joe-biden/
joe-biden-right-more-60-trumps-election-lawsuits-l/; see also Voting 
Rights Litigation 2020, Court Case Tracker, Brennan Ctr for Just. (July 
28, 2020, updated Jul. 8, 2021), https://www.brennancenter.org/our-
work/court-cases/voting-rights-litigation-2020.
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DEMOCRACY 
WAS ON THE 
BALLOT IN 
2020.
Protesters gather on the second day of pro-Trump events fueled by President Donald Trump’s continued claims of election fraud in an 
attempt  to overturn the results before Congress finalizes them in a joint session of the 117th Congress on Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021 in 
Washington, DC. Kent Nishimura / Los Angeles Times via Getty Images
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They included spurious allegations of widespread 
voter fraud in mostly urban locations with large 
Black populations;7 demands for expensive, 
unwarranted recounts;8 attempts to decertify 
thousands of valid ballots cast by people of color;9 
requests by a sitting President to “find” the votes to 
overturn the election results;10 a violent attempted 
coup at the U.S. Capitol by rioters adorned with 
Trump flags, racist symbols, and attire of white 
supremacist organizations11 (encouraged and egged 
on by the then-President) in which five people 
died;12 147 Republican members of the Congress 
voting not to certify the election results;13 and the 

7 Mark Niquette & Gregory Korte, Trump Challenge to Election Results 
Hits Hardest at Black Voters, Bloomberg (Nov. 21, 2020), https://www.
bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-11-21/trump-challenge-to-elec-
tion-results-hits-hardest-at-black-voters; Kristine Phillips, ‘Damaging 
to our democracy’: Trump election lawsuits targeted areas with large Black, 
Latino populations, USA Today (Dec. 1, 2020), https://www.usatoday.
com/story/news/politics/2020/12/01/trump-voter-fraud-claims-target-
counties-more-black-latino-votes/6391908002/.

8 Stephen Fowler, Trump Requests Georgia Recount, Meaning 5 Million 
Votes Will Be Tabulated A 3rd Time, NPR (Nov. 22, 2020), https://www.
npr.org/sections/biden-transition-updates/2020/11/22/937739336/
trump-requests-georgia-recount-meaning-5-million-votes-will-be-
tabulated-a-3rd-t; Mayra Monroy & Rebecca Klopf, Trump cam-
paign officially requests recount in two Wisconsin counties, WTMJ-TV 
MILWAUKEE (Nov. 18, 2020), https://www.tmj4.com/news/elec-
tion-2020/trump-campaign-officially-requests-recounts-in-two-wis-
consin-counties; Toluse Olorunnipa & Michelle Ye Hee Lee, Trump’s 
election fraud falsehoods have cost taxpayers $519 million — and count-
ing, Wash. Post (Feb. 6, 2021), https://www.washingtonpost.com/poli-
tics/interactive/2021/cost-trump-election-fraud/.

9 Niquette & Korte, supra note 7; Phillips, supra note 7.

10 Amy Gardner, ‘I just want to find 11,780 votes’: In extraordinary hour-
long call, Trump pressures Georgia secretary of state to recalculate the vote in 
his favor, Wash. Post (Jan. 3, 2021), https://www.washingtonpost.com/
politics/trump-raffensperger-call-georgia-vote/2021/01/03/d45acb92-
4dc4-11eb-bda4-615aaefd0555_story.html.

11 Lauren Leatherby et al., How a Presidential Rally Turned Into a 
Capitol Rampage, N.Y. Times (Jan. 12, 2021), https://www.nytimes.com/
interactive/2021/01/12/us/capitol-mob-timeline.html. 

12  Eric Levenson et al., What we know about the 5 deaths in the pro-
Trump mob that stormed the Capitol, CNN (Jan. 8, 2021), https://www.
cnn.com/2021/01/07/us/capitol-mob-deaths/index.html; Cristina 
Marcos, Second police officer dies by suicide after Capitol attack, Hill (Jan. 
27, 2021), https://thehill.com/homenews/house/536189-second-police-
officer-dies-by-suicide-after-capitol-attack.

13 Karen Yourish et al., The 147 Republicans Who Voted to Overturn Elec-
tion Results, N.Y. Times, (Jan. 7, 2021), https://www.nytimes.com/inter-
active/2021/01/07/us/elections/electoral-college-biden-objectors.html 

impeachment but acquittal of the then-President for 
inciting an insurrection to stop the peaceful transfer 
of power14 (a fundamental tenet of U.S. democracy). 

As we are publishing this report, we are seeing a 
massive effort by lawmakers across the nation to 
stop people from voting – particularly people of 
color. These efforts are fueled by the false narrative 
of voter fraud. As of May 14, 2021, state legislators 
in 48 states had introduced 389 bills with 
provisions that restrict voting access and at least 
22 restrictive bills have already been enacted.15 
The potential for devastating impact was illustrated 
on March 25, 2021, when Georgia’s legislature 
hurriedly passed voter suppression legislation 
that Governor Brian Kemp immediately signed 
into law. This provision places new restrictions on 
absentee/mail-in voting and drop-box submissions, 
bars the use of mobile voting vans, allows for 
limitless challenges to voter registration and 
eligibility, and makes it illegal for organizations 
to provide food and water to individuals 
waiting in line to vote.16 These restrictions will 
disproportionately disenfranchise voters of color. 

14 See Impeachment of Donald Trump, 2021, BallotPedia, https://bal-
lotpedia.org/Impeachment_of_Donald_Trump,_2021.

15 State Voting Bills Tracker 2021, Brennan Ctr for Just. (published 
Feb. 24, 2021, last updated May. 28, 2021) https://www.brennancenter.
org/our-work/research-reports/state-voting-bills-tracker-2021.

16 Amy Gardner & Amy B Wang, Georgia governor signs into law 
sweeping voting bill that curtails the use of drop boxes and imposes 
new ID requirements for mail voting, Wash. Post (Mar. 25, 2021), 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/georgia-voting-restric-
tions/2021/03/25/91009e72-8da1-11eb-9423-04079921c915_story.
html; Nick Corasaniti & Reid J. Epstein, Georgia G.O.P. Fires Opening 
Shot in Fight to Limit Voting, N.Y. Times (Mar. 26, 2021), https://www.
nytimes.com/2021/03/26/us/politics/voting-rights-laws-georgia.html?-
searchResultPosition=1.
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(right, top) Election challengers demand to enter to observe the absen-
tee ballots counting but were denied after the room reached capacity 
during the 2020 general election in Detroit, Michigan on Wednesday, 
Nov. 4, 2020. Photo by Salwan Georges/The Washington Post via 
Getty Images (right, bottom)  Election workers process a final stretch 
of absentee ballot counting at the Detroit Department of Elections 
Central Counting Board of Voting absentee ballot counting center at 
TCF Center, Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2020 in Detroit, MI. Kent Nishimura / 
Los Angeles Times via Getty Images
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Voting Rights for Black Citizens   
Leading the Way to Democracy in the U.S.

Securing, advancing, and protecting the right to 
vote for African Americans, other communities 
of color, and women has been a cornerstone 
of the fight to build a true democracy in the 
United States. The NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund (LDF) has been a leader in 
this fight since its founding in 1940 by Thurgood 
Marshall. LDF’s defense of democracy includes 
the successful challenge to whites-only primaries 
in Smith v. Allwright in 1944.17 That case helped 
increase the abysmally low number of Black people 
registered to vote. Black registration had been 
driven down to virtually zero by disenfranchising 
southern state constitutions and violence in 
response to high levels of Black voter registration 
and political participation during and after 
Reconstruction.18 Despite Allwright, however, the 
number of Black registered voters in the South 
remained shockingly low until the passage of 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.19 The Act, which 
enabled huge advances in Black voter registration, 
was the culmination of the bravery of civil rights 
protesters in 1965 who were attacked on “Bloody 

17 Smith v. Allwright, Election Judge, et al., 321 U.S. 649 (1944).

18  John Lewis & Archie E. Allen, Black Voter Registration Efforts in the 
South, 48 Notre Dame L. Rev. 105, 108–09 (1972), http://scholarship.
law.nd.edu/ndlr/vol48/iss1/6; Bernard Grofman, Lisa Handley, & 
Richard Niemi, Minority Representation and the Quest for Voting Equality 
(1992); Leon F. Litwack, Been in the Storm So Long: The Aftermath of 
Slavery 545–56 (Alfred A. Knopf 1979); Richard H. Pildes, Democracy, 
Anti-Democracy, and the Canon, 17 Const. Comment. 295, 299–301 
(2000), https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/concomm/893; see also id at 
296 n. 3; Landmark: Smith v. Allwright|Political Participation, LDF, 
https://www.naacpldf.org/case-issue/landmark-smith-v-allwright (last 
visited May 13, 2021).

19 See e.g., Richard H. Pildes, The Politics of Race, 108 Harv. L. Rev. 
1359, 1360, 1360 n. 10 (1995) (a book review of Quiet Revolution in 
the South : The Impact of The Voting Rights Act, 1965-1990, (Chandler 
Davidson & Bernard Grofman, eds., 1994) (“The most dramatic exam-
ple of the immediate effectiveness of the Act [came] from Mississippi, 
where the Black registration rate soared from 6.7% to 59.4% within 
three years of the Act‘s passage.”).

Sunday” as they marched across the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge outside Selma, Alabama and who 
marched from Selma to Montgomery to demand 
full voting rights with legal representation provided 
by LDF attorneys.20 

After the Voting Rights Act was adopted, the 
Department of Justice litigated critical voting 
rights cases such as South Carolina v. Katzenbach 
(preclearance provisions of the Act were 
constitutional)21 and Katzenbach v. Morgan 
(Congress had the power to adopt the language 
provisions of the Act)22 in the U.S. Supreme Court 
to establish and ground the Act with the strong 
imprimatur of the Supreme Court. Over the years, 
LDF also litigated many critical voting rights cases, 
including the landmark case Thornburg v. Gingles 
(1982 amendments to Section 2 of the Act were 
enforceable),23 to give meaningful interpretations to 
the application of the Act. 

In 2013, LDF’s democracy work gained a 
particular urgency after the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision in Shelby County v. Holder (Shelby 
County)24 dealt a devastating blow to the Voting 
Rights Act. Section 5 of the Act had required those 
states with long histories of voting discrimination 
—  largely the former Confederate states — to 

20 Tom Wicker, Johnson Urges at Joint Session to Pass Law Insuring 
Negro Vote, N.Y. Times, Mar. 16, 1965, at p. 1, https://static01.nyt.com/
images/blogs/learning/pdf/2015/03161965johnsonspeechLN.pdf; 
David J. Garrow, 3. Selma and the Voting Rights Act: Crisis and Denoue-
ment, in Protest at Selma: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Voting Rights 
Act of 1965 78-132 (1978); Christopher Klein, How Selma’s ‘Bloody 
Sunday’ Became a Turning Point in the Civil Rights Movement: The assault 
on civil rights marchers in Selma, Alabama helped lead to the Voting Rights 
Act, Hist. Channel (Mar. 6, 2015, updated July 18, 2020), https://www.
history.com/news/selma-bloody-sunday-attack-civil-rights-movement.

21 South Carolina v. Katzenbach, 383 U.S. 301 (1966).

22 Katzenbach v. Morgan, 384 U.S. 641 (1966).

23 Thornburg v. Gingles, 478 U.S. 30 (1986).

24 Shelby County v. Holder, 570 U.S. 529 (2013).

obtain preclearance by the Department of Justice 
before implementing new voting laws. It had been 
critical to preventing countless voter suppression 
measures over many decades. In the Shelby County 
case, the Supreme Court invalidated the formula 
that determined which states would be covered by 
Section 5, effectively ending preclearance. 

The elimination of Section 5 preclearance 
resulted in states immediately – indeed within 
hours of the Shelby County decision —  imposing 
previously barred measures to restrict access to 
the ballot for Black and Latinx voters.25 Since 
the Shelby County decision, at least 19 states 
have implemented restrictive voter identification 
laws and/or shortened early voting periods.26 
Polling place closures nationwide also grew, with 
closures in jurisdictions previously subject to 
Section 5 showing an alarming tendency to have a 
disproportionately negative impact on communities 
of color.27 These measures and more lead to long 
lines at the polls, especially in communities of 
color, and narrow the opportunities for safe and 
easy voting, which are key means by which voter 
suppression occurs. 

With each election cycle since 2013, voter 
suppression activity has increased dramatically.28 

25 Michael Cooper, After Ruling, States Rush to Enact Voting Laws, 
N.Y. Times (July 5, 2013), https://nyti.ms/12rWFZb [https://perma.
cc/95NQ-8D38].

26 Naomi Lim, Democrats push to regulate voting rules in 11 states under 
new Voting Rights Act, Wash. Examiner (Feb. 26, 2019), https://www.
washingtonexaminer.com/news/democrats-push-to-regulate-voting-
rules-in-11-states-under-new-voting-rights-act.

27 Leadership Conference Educ. Fund, Democracy Diverted: Polling 
Place Closures and the Right to Vote (2019), http://civilrightsdocs.info/
pdf/reports/Democracy-Diverted.pdf; see also Carrie Levine, Pratheek 
Rebala & Matt Vasilogambros, National Data Release Sheds Light on Past 
Polling Place Changes, Ctr for Pub. Integrity (Sept. 29, 2020), https://
publicintegrity.org/politics/elections/data-release-sheds-light-on-past-
polling-place-changes/ 

28 LDF, Democracy Defended: Analysis Of Barriers To Voting In The 2018 
Midterm Elections, https://naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/Democra-
cy_Defended__9_6_19_final.pdf; Thurgood Marshall Institute|LDF, 
Democracy Diminished: State and Local Threats to Voting Post-Shelby 
County, Alabama v. Holder 1 (2016), https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-con-
tent/uploads/Democracy-Diminished-State-and-Local-Threats-to-Vot-
ing-Post-Shelby-County-Alabama-v.-Holder.pdf 
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https://www.history.com/news/selma-bloody-sunday-attack-civil-rights-movement
https://www.history.com/news/selma-bloody-sunday-attack-civil-rights-movement
https://nyti.ms/12rWFZb
https://perma.cc/95NQ-8D38
https://perma.cc/95NQ-8D38
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/democrats-push-to-regulate-voting-rules-in-11-states-under-new-voting-rights-act
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/democrats-push-to-regulate-voting-rules-in-11-states-under-new-voting-rights-act
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/democrats-push-to-regulate-voting-rules-in-11-states-under-new-voting-rights-act
http://civilrightsdocs.info/pdf/reports/Democracy-Diverted.pdf
http://civilrightsdocs.info/pdf/reports/Democracy-Diverted.pdf
https://publicintegrity.org/politics/elections/data-release-sheds-light-on-past-polling-place-changes/
https://publicintegrity.org/politics/elections/data-release-sheds-light-on-past-polling-place-changes/
https://publicintegrity.org/politics/elections/data-release-sheds-light-on-past-polling-place-changes/
https://naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/Democracy_Defended__9_6_19_final.pdf
https://naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/Democracy_Defended__9_6_19_final.pdf
https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/Democracy-Diminished-State-and-Local-Threats-to-Voting-Post-Shelby-County-Alabama-v.-Holder.pdf
https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/Democracy-Diminished-State-and-Local-Threats-to-Voting-Post-Shelby-County-Alabama-v.-Holder.pdf
https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/Democracy-Diminished-State-and-Local-Threats-to-Voting-Post-Shelby-County-Alabama-v.-Holder.pdf
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Far from being measured reactions to discernible 
problems, recent voter suppression efforts are 
rooted in the worst traditions of the nation and 
are a reprise of earlier days. Throughout our 
history, expansions of political participation by 
Black citizens have been followed by reactionary 
measures designed to negate that hard-won 
progress.29 Without the full protection of the 
Voting Rights Act, the nation has lost the critical 

29 Ben Jealous & Ryan Haygood, The Battle to Protect the Vote: Voter 
Suppression Efforts in Five States and Their Effect on the 2014 Midterm 
Elections, Ctr for Am. Progress, et al. 18 (2014), https://www.naacpldf.
org/wp-content/uploads/The-Battle-to-Protect-the-Vote-1.pdf.

IN 2021 ALONE,
VOTER SUPPRESSION BILLS 
HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED IN

STATES.

400

49
SOURCE: BRENNAN CENTER 
FOR JUSTICE AT THE NEW YORK 
UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

role of the federal government (through the 
Department of Justice oversight mechanism) 
in stopping these dangerous rollbacks of voting 
rights and fundamental threats to democracy.  
It fell to nonprofit organizations such as LDF and 
thousands of individuals to fill the void. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

(top to bottom) Voters waiting in long lines outside 
Alabama polling locations on Election Day 2020. 
Volunteer photos

+

https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Battle-to-Protect-the-Vote-1.pdf
https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Battle-to-Protect-the-Vote-1.pdf
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LDF’s 2020 Nonpartisan  
Election Engagement

The 2020 elections may have appeared to run 
smoothly in large part due to the efforts of legions 
of nonprofit organizations, advocates, volunteers, 
law firms, corporations, donors, honest elections 
officials, and determined voters. At LDF, we 
prepared for months to challenge systemic 
barriers to voting that serve to disenfranchise large 
numbers of Black voters. We also prepared the 
largest voter education and advocacy campaign in 
our history.

This report describes LDF’s Election 2020 
operations to address voter suppression and 
protect voters. Our operations had components 
with national scope but focused primarily on 10 
states — Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina, and Texas — most of which 
were subject to Section 5 Voting Rights Act 
oversight before Shelby County. We also engaged 
on a more limited basis in Arkansas, District of 
Columbia, Connecticut, Maryland, Missouri, New 
York, North Carolina, Virginia, and Wisconsin. 
We worked in partnership with many national, 
state, and local voting rights organizations. 
Internally, our 2020 election operation required 
the joint efforts of LDF’s Litigation, Policy, 
Communications, Development, IT, and Finance 
departments, as well as the Thurgood Marshall 
Institute (TMI)—LDF’s multi-disciplinary center 
for research, public education, and advocacy—
which shepherded non-litigation state advocacy, 
voter education, and election protection work for 
the 2020 primaries and general election. 

LDF has monitored elections for decades and is 
a founding member of the Election Protection 
Coalition (1-866-OUR-VOTE) operated by the 

Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. 
Our non-litigation voter protection program — 
Prepared to Vote (PTV) — is a nonpartisan voter 
education and advocacy program that LDF has 
operated since 2008. Historically, PTV has seen 
a majority of LDF staff, along with state and 
local volunteers, operate on-the-ground shortly in 
advance of elections and on Election Day. They 
ensured voters had the information to help them 
overcome common barriers to voting, such as 
how to register, ID requirements, polling place 
locations and times of operation, how to track and 
cure a ballot, or address a wrongful purge. LDF 
staff and our PTV volunteers also engaged state 
and local elections officials to address both generic 
and voter-specific actions during elections that 
suppress the vote and disenfranchise voters. 

In late 2019, LDF’s Thurgood Marshall Institute 
launched the Voting Rights Defender (VRD) project 
to significantly augment the PTV program with 
the ability to identify voter suppression efforts 
year-round and to take prompt, responsive 
action to eliminate them. Our goal was to step 
in where the significant footprint of the Justice 
Department’s Section 5 voting rights work had 
disappeared after the Shelby County decision. While 
we alone could never come close to replacing the 
Department of Justice, we believed we could make 
a difference. We sought out the resources to stand 
up an operation with nine new staff members and 
to partner with others to engage in this work. 

As a result of critical partnerships — especially 
with the Poor People’s Campaign (PPC), Forward 
Justice (FJ), the Election Protection Coalition 
run by the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law, More Than a Vote, state and local 
partner organizations, and many others – our 
PTV/VRD 2020 campaign had significant reach. 
These efforts greatly increased our number of 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Hattiesburg, Mississippi, Election Day 
2020. Volunteer photo

https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
https://forwardjustice.org/
https://forwardjustice.org/
https://866ourvote.org/
https://lawyerscommittee.org/
https://lawyerscommittee.org/
https://www.morethanavote.org/
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NAACP v. USPS
  

People First of Alabama v. Merrill 
  

Power Coalition v. Edwards
  

Michigan Welfare Rights  
Organization v. Donald J. Trump  

and Republican National  
Committee

  
Mays v. Thurston

  
Harding v. Edwards

  
Thomas v. Andino

  
Allen v. Graham

volunteer poll monitors to over 1,300 and enabled 
the recruitment of over 42,500 poll workers. In 
addition, we had hundreds of law firm volunteers 
to animate our remote monitoring of voter 
suppression activity. 

LDF staff worked on integrated state teams with 
PPC/FJ staff to provide training and remote 
support for partner organizations and volunteers. 
We focused on states where LDF litigation and 
advocacy have successfully opened opportunities 
for greater participation for Black voters and other 
voters of color. In 2020, we also added nonpartisan 
get-out-the-vote campaigns that allowed us to 
send our nonpartisan voter education materials 
directly to millions of voters in our target states. 
We also provided personal protective equipment 
(PPE) to one million voters. In 2020, the VRD 
team identified barriers to voting in our core states 
and took action to remove those barriers before the 
election. 

After we learned of the extensive foreign 
interference in the 2016 elections, particularly 
that aimed at Black voters, LDF’s Policy staff 
worked to ensure that states were able to adopt 
and implement ballot security measures. Our 
efforts were successful after Congress appropriated 
additional funding to support the 2020 elections.  
Specifically, $425 million in new Help America 
Vote Act (HAVA) Election Security Funds, was 
authorized and subsequently approved to cover 
state election security expenditures necessitated 
by the pandemic.30 Additionally, as part of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, $400 million was appropriated 
specifically for COVID-19-related election 
expenses.31

30 Consolidated Appropriations Act, Pub. L. No. 116-93, 133 Stat 
2317 (2019).

31 Coronavirus Aid, Relief, & Economic Security Act (CARES Act), 
Pub. L. No. 116-136, 134 Stat 281, 530 (2020).

In addition, throughout the 116th Congress, 
LDF worked for passage of the Voting Rights 
Advancement Act of 2019 (H.R. 4 and S. 561), 
later renamed the John R. Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act, which would restore the Voting 
Rights Act preclearance formula in accordance 
with the Shelby County decision. We also worked 
to secure passage of the For the People Act of 
2019 (H.R.1 and S.1), which would expand access 
to the voting box, increase penalties for voter 
intimidation, and advance major campaign finance 
reform. The work to advance these critical voting 
rights bills has continued in the 117th Congress. 

LDF’s litigators filed numerous lawsuits in our 
target states in the runup to the 2020 elections 
challenging onerous voter ID laws, limited access 
or burdensome requirements for mail ballots 
during a pandemic, attempts to deny the franchise 
to returning citizens, and other systemic barriers to 
voter access. In a significant number of cases, we 
got some relief from the most restrictive measures, 
but we faced a hostile U.S. Supreme Court 
that repeatedly refused to protect the right to 

vote.32 Justice Sotomayor described the Supreme 
Court’s decisions as a “trend of condoning 
disenfranchisement.”33 

We had tremendous success in a legal challenge 
to the attempt at widespread suppression by an 
intentional slowdown at the United States Postal 
Service (USPS) that threatened the timely delivery 
of absentee and vote-by-mail ballots nationwide.34 
Shortly after Louis DeJoy was appointed 

32 Wendy Weiser & Daniel Weiner, Opinion-Editorial, The Supreme 
Court’s “Breathtakingly Radical” New Approach to Election Law, Politico 
(Nov. 22, 2020), https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/11/22/
supreme-court-election-law-voting-rights-438844; Emmett Wit-
kovsky-Eldred & Nina Totenberg, As Concerns About Voting Build, The 
Supreme Court Refuses To Step In, NPR (July 25, 2020), https://www.
npr.org/2020/07/25/895185355/as-concerns-about-voting-build-the-
supreme-court-refuses-to-step-in.

33 Raysor v. DeSantis, 591 U. S. ____ (2020), July 16, 2020, https://
www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/19a1071_4h25.pdf (Sotomay-
or, J. dissenting).

34 Jason Bogage, Postal Service memos detail ‘difficult’ changes, including 
slower mail delivery, Wash. Post (July 14, 2020), https://www.washing-
tonpost.com/business/2020/07/14/postal-service-trump-dejoy-de-
lay-mail/; Jason Bogage & Christopher Ingraham, Swing-state voters 
face major mail delays in returning ballots on time, USPS data shows, 
Wash. Post (Oct. 30, 2020), https://www.washingtonpost.com/busi-
ness/2020/10/30/postal-service-absentee-ballots-2020-election/; Com-
plaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief, NAACP v. USPS, No. 
20-2295 (D.D.C. Aug. 20, 2020), ECF No. 1, https://www.naacpldf.
org/wp-content/uploads/1-Complaint.pdf.

1300+

42,500
VOLUNTEER POLL MONITORS

POLL WORKERS RECRUITED

LDF ELECTION ADVOCACY

LDF LITIGATION

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Nonpartisan poll monitors in Hattiesburg, Mississippi for the 2020 general election. Volunteer photo

https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/11/22/supreme-court-election-law-voting-rights-438844
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/11/22/supreme-court-election-law-voting-rights-438844
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/25/895185355/as-concerns-about-voting-build-the-supreme-court-refuses-to-step-in
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/25/895185355/as-concerns-about-voting-build-the-supreme-court-refuses-to-step-in
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/25/895185355/as-concerns-about-voting-build-the-supreme-court-refuses-to-step-in
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/19a1071_4h25.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/19a1071_4h25.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/07/14/postal-service-trump-dejoy-delay-mail/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/07/14/postal-service-trump-dejoy-delay-mail/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/07/14/postal-service-trump-dejoy-delay-mail/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/10/30/postal-service-absentee-ballots-2020-election/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/10/30/postal-service-absentee-ballots-2020-election/
https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/1-Complaint.pdf
https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/1-Complaint.pdf
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Postmaster General in May of 2020,35 the USPS 
imposed changes in its mail delivery policies,36 
bypassing legally required procedures to ensure 
accountability and an opportunity for public 
comment. These changes led to widespread delays 
in mail delivery across the nation when it mattered 
most: during a global pandemic when people 
were relying on the mail for medications, stimulus 
checks, voting, and more.

LDF filed suit to reverse the policies that led to 
widespread delays and to ensure that mail-in 
ballots would be delivered on time to be counted.37 
Although the court granted a preliminary 
injunction in our favor,38 the USPS did not 
immediately comply. Substantial mail delays 
persisted, and we sought an order to enforce 
the injunction. This led to multiple court orders 
requiring USPS to implement measures to ensure 
that ballots were delivered in a timely manner and 
to provide the court with data about the status of 
its efforts.39 

Voter intimidation was also a significant factor 
in our work for the 2020 election. Not only did 
our VRD/PTV teams monitor voter intimidation 

35 Press Release, USPS, Board of Governors Announces Selec-
tion of Louis DeJoy to Serve as Nation’s 75th Postmaster General, 
(May 6, 2020), https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releas-
es/2020/0506-bog-announces-selection-of-louis-dejoy-to-serve-as-na-
tions-75th-postmaster-general.htm.

36 See, e.g., Mandatory Stand-Up Talk: All Employees, Pivoting For Our 
Future, Memorandum from USPS to Staff (July 10, 2020) (on file with 
Federal News Network), https://federalnewsnetwork.com/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/071020-stand-up-talk.pdf.

37 Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief, NAACP v. USPS, 
No. 20-2295 (D.D.C. Aug. 20, 2020), ECF No. 1, https://www.
naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/1-Complaint.pdf.

38 Memorandum in Support of Plaintiff’s Motion for a Preliminary 
Injunction, NAACP v. USPS, No. 20-2295 (D.D.C. Sept. 1, 2020), 
ECF No. 8-1, https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/8-1-Me-
mo-in-Support.pdf. 

39 NAACP v. USPS, Public Citizen, https://www.citizen.org/litigation/
naacp-v-united-states-postal-service/ (last visited May 14, 2021) 
((LDF co-counsel) case history).

throughout the election season and reach out to 
elections officials when we learned about voter 
intimidation efforts, LDF’s Litigation team 
also engaged to challenge voter intimidation by 
government officials. 

On the eve of the election, 200 peaceful marchers 
and prospective voters were walking from a local 
church to a nearby poll site on October 31, the 
last day of early voting in Alamance County, 
North Carolina. Without provocation or warning, 
the law enforcement departments of the City 
of Graham and Alamance County repeatedly 
deployed pepper spray into the crowd—among 
them young children, elderly individuals, and 
those with disabilities—just seconds after they had 
knelt in silence for eight minutes and 46 seconds 
in remembrance of the police killing of George 
Floyd. Instead of voting as they had planned, the 
marchers were forced to flee the area to protect 
themselves and their families. Fearful of returning 
to the area that day, some prospective voters were 
unable to register to vote by the 3 p.m. deadline 
and therefore could not vote on Election Day. 
LDF and co-counsel filed a lawsuit against the 
City of Graham and Alamance County challenging 
this unwarranted use of force and intimidation of 
prospective voters.40  

Shortly after the election, we filed suit against 
President Trump and his campaign challenging 
their coordinated efforts to disenfranchise Black 
voters in Michigan by intimidating, threatening, 
and coercing state and local elections officials 
in an effort to pressure them not to certify or 

40 Complaint, Allen et al v. City of Graham et al, No. 20-997 (Nov. 
2, 2020), ECF No. 1, https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/
North-Carolina-Voter-Intimidation-Filed-Complaint.pdf, see also 
Isaac Groves, Lawsuits accuse Alamance County sheriff, Graham police 
with suppressing right to vote, (Burlington) Times-News (Nov. 9, 2020), 
https://greensboro.com/news/local_news/lawsuits-accuse-alamance-
county-sheriff-graham-police-with-suppressing-right-to-vote/arti-
cle_f2a13822-229d-11eb-ba21-7b86a8d269b6.html.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

On the eve of the election, 200 peaceful marchers and 

prospective voters were walking from a local church to a 

nearby poll site on October 31, the last day of early voting 

in Alamance County, North Carolina. Without provocation 

or warning, the law enforcement departments of the City of 

Graham and Alamance County repeatedly deployed pepper 

spray into the crowd—among them young children, elderly 

individuals, and those with disabilities—just seconds after 

they had knelt in silence for eight minutes and 46 seconds 

in remembrance of the police killing of George Floyd. 

Instead of voting as they had planned, the marchers were 

forced to flee the area to protect themselves and their 

families. Fearful of returning to the area that day, some 

prospective voters were unable to register to vote by the  

3 p.m. deadline and therefore could not vote on Election Day.

VOTER INTIMIDATION
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https://about.usps.com/newsroom/national-releases/2020/0506-bog-announces-selection-of-louis-dejoy-to-serve-as-nations-75th-postmaster-general.htm
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ARE YOUKENTUCKY
GENERAL ELECTION

 October 9 (Fri)   Deadline to request an absentee ballot through the  
 online secure portal (by 11:59 p.m.)  
 October 13 (Tues)   Early in-person voting begins, 
 including Saturday voting   
 October 27 (Tues)   Deadline to request an absentee ballot by phone,  
 fax, mail, e-mail, or in person. We recommend that  
 voters request their absentee ballot by October 15  
 and return it promptly

November 2 (Mon)   Deadline for in-person absentee voting. 
 Confirm hours with your County Clerk:  
 bit.ly/KYClerks  
 November 2 (Mon)   Deadline to return completed absentee ballot.   
 Ballots postmarked by 6 p.m. may be accepted   
 until November 6 at 6 p.m. 
  
 November 3 (Tues)   ELECTION DAY 
 Polls open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

ID used by U.S. government (e.g. military ID) College ID issued by a U.S. school

ID issued by KY state or local government

All IDs must contain the voter’s name and photo. Those who do not have photo 
identification will need to sign a “Reasonable Impediment Declaration” form and provide a 
non-photo ID like a Social Security card, a credit or debit card, or a food stamps card. Fear of the 
COVID-19 virus will be accepted as a reasonable impediment to obtaining an ID.
 

Confirm your 
registration status 
bit.ly/KYVote  
See what is on 
your ballot
bit.ly/BallotView

Look up your polling site 
bit.ly/KYVote  
Pack your ID
 
Pack your PPE!
Wear a mask; stay safe.

WHAT IDs ARE ACCEPTABLE?

ELECTION DAY CHECKLIST

Disclaimer: The information here is a resource and not legal advice. It is provided for informational purposes only and not as a substitute for or supplement to the legal advice necessary to address the specific concerns of any individual. 
South Carolina may revise its laws after this is published. It is your responsibility to determine how all applicable laws concerning voter registration, voting, and the restoration of voting rights in South Carolina affect you.

Under federal law,
you have the right to: 

• Vote free from intimidation 

• Cast a provisional ballot if there 
is uncertainty regarding your 
registration status or eligibility 

• Receive assistance when voting if 
you are unable to vote unaided due 
to blindness, disability, illiteracy, 
or inability to read English; and the 
right to choose who assists you, so 
long as they are not your employer 
or union representative 
 

* LDF has a lawsuit challenging  the lack of no-excuse 
absentee voting, challenges the witness requirement during 
COVID-19, and asks the court to instruct local election officials 
to count validly cast absentee ballots that are missing a 
witness signature. Please continue to check our website: 
voting.naacpldf.org

Under South Carolina law, 
you have the right to:

• Vote if you are in line by the time 
polls close 

• Vote from your vehicle (curbside 
voting) if you are over 65 years 
of age or have a disability that 
prevents you from standing in line. 

WHAT IF I DON’T HAVE AN 
ACCEPTABLE PHOTO ID?
If you have a reasonable impediment to 
obtaining a photo ID, you may cast a provisional 
ballot after showing your non-photo voter 
registration card. A reasonable impediment is 
any valid reason, beyond your control, which 
created an obstacle to obtaining Photo ID. 
Some examples include: (a) religious objection 
to being photographed; (b) disability or illness; 
(c) work schedule; (d) lack of transportation; 
(e) lack of birth certificate; (f) family 
responsibilities.

Run into problems?

Long lines? Polling location changed? 
Polling location not well marked? 
Name removed from voter roll? Voter 
intimidation? Misinformation about vote 
requirements or polling location? Voting 
machine or other technology issues?

REPORT ISSUES TO : 
vote@naacpldf.org or call Election 
Protection at 866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-8683) 
Spanish: 888-VE-Y-VOTA (888-839-8682)

Want more information? 
Scan this QR code by 
opening your camera app 
on a smart phone. Hold 
the phone up and let the 
camera focus on the QR 
square. This will take you to 
LDF’s website for more information. 
voting.naacpldf.org

count votes cast in Detroit.41  We later filed an 
amended complaint challenging similar conduct in 
other states and adding the Republican National 
Committee as a defendant. 

41 Complaint for Declarative and Injunctive Relief, Mich. Welfare 
Rights Org. v. Trump, No. 20-3388 (D.D.C. Nov. 20, 2020), ECF 
No. 1, https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/Trump-Cam-
paign-Complaint.pdf.

ARE YOU

ALABAMA
GENERAL ELECTION

 

 October 19 (Mon)   Deadline to register to vote 

  
 October 29 (Thurs)   Deadline to request an absentee ballot

  
 November 2 (Mon)   Deadline to hand-deliver or postmark 

 

an absentee ballot: 5 p.m. 

 November 3 (Tues)   ELECTION DAY 

 

Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mailed   

 

absentee ballots are due by noon

WHAT IDs ARE ACCEPTABLE?

FORGOT YOUR ID?

ELECTION DAY CHECKLIST

Confirm your registration status 
bit.ly/ALvoterinfo

  
See what is on your ballotbit.ly/BallotView

 

Look up your polling site 
bit.ly/ALvoterinfo

  
Pack your ID 

Pack your PPE!Wear a mask; stay safe.

You may cast a regular ballot if two poll workers both agree to identify you 

as a voter on the poll list and sign a sworn affidavit so stating. You can cast 

a provisional ballot if you forgot your ID. For your vote to count, you must 

provide one of the accepted photo IDs to the Board of Registrars by 5 p.m. on 

November 6, 2020. Get an Alabama photo voter ID from various locations. 

Find locations here: bit.ly/voterID-AL  

ALABAMA
FEDERAL/STATE

PHOTO REQUIRED

AL Driver’s License/Nondriver ID Federally Issued ID – US Passport or Military ID AL Dept of Corrections 
Release Temporary ID

AL Law Enforcement Agency Digital Driver’s 
License/Nondriver ID

Employee ID from Federal, State (AL), or Local Government
AL Movement/Booking 

Sheet from Prison/Jail

AL Photo Voter ID Card
Tribal ID

Pistol Permit

AL Public or private college or university student or employee ID
State-Issued ID of any state ID Issued by a higher learning institution in any 

other state

*ID must be valid, except AL Driver License/Nondriver ID may be expired up to 60 days.

ARE YOUFLORIDA
GENERAL ELECTION

 October 5 (Mon)   Deadline to register   

 October 24 (Fri)   EARLY VOTING BEGINS  
 October 24 (Fri)   Deadline to request vote-by-mail ballot  
 (request must be received by 5 p.m.).  
 This year we recommend that voters  
 request their ballot by October 15  

 October 31 (Sat)   EARLY VOTING ENDS    
 November 3 (Tues)   ELECTION DAY 
 Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Vote-by-mail  
 ballot must be received by the  
 Supervisor of Elections by 7 p.m.

Early Voting Some counties offer additional early voting on October 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23 and November 1. Early voting dates and availability of vote-by-mail drop 
boxes vary depending on your county. Please contact your county elections 
office for more information.

WHAT IDS ARE ACCEPTABLE?

FL Driver’s License or 
Identification Card

Federally Issued ID – 
including US passport 
or Military ID or Veteran 
Health Card

Student ID 

License to carry a 
concealed weapon issued 
under FL state law

Employee ID issued by 
Federal, State or Local 
Government.

Retirement Center ID

Debit or Credit Card Public Assistance ID Neighborhood Association ID

If the picture identification does not contain a signature, you will be asked to provide another form of identification with your signature.

ELECTION DAY CHECKLIST

Confirm your 
registration status 
bit.ly/FLVotersInfo  
See what is on 
your ballot
bit.ly/BallotView 

Look up your polling site 
bit.ly/FLVotersInfo  
Pack your ID
 
Pack your PPE!
Wear a mask, stay safe.

ARE YOUOpen Primary/Presidential/

Congressional Election

  
 October 13 (Tues)   Deadline to register to vote online  

 

(requires LA Driver’s License or special ID) 

 
 October 16 (Fri)   EARLY VOTING BEGINS 

 

(check with your registrar for updates)

 
 October 27 (Tues)   EARLY VOTING ENDS 

 
 October 30 (Fri)   Deadline to request an absentee by mail ballot 

 

(by 4:30 p.m.) — we recommend that voters request  

 

their ballot by October 15 and return it promptly. 

 
 November 2 (Mon)   Deadline for absentee ballot return receipt, 

 

except military/overseas/hospitalized voters

 November 3 (Tues)   ELECTION DAY 

 

Polls open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

LOUISIANA

REMINDER: Some elections will require a runoff on Dec. 5! Check GeauxVote.com for the full 2020 elections calendar.

WHAT IDS ARE ACCEPTABLE?

ELECTION DAY CHECKLIST
Confirm your registration status GeauxVote.com

  
See what is on your ballotGeauxVote.com

 

Look up your polling site 
GeauxVote.com
  

Pack your ID 
Pack your PPE!Wear a mask; stay safe.

LA Driver’s License

LA Special IDYou may get a free Louisiana Special ID at the Office of 

Motor Vehicles by showing your voter information card.

LA Wallet Digital Driver’s License
U.S. military ID card that contains the 

applicant’s name and picture

OR some other generally recognized picture ID that contains your name and signature.

SOUTH CAROLINA

GENERAL ELECTION

 October 2  (Mon)   Deadline to register in person to vote (5 p.m.) 

  
 October 4 (Sun)   

Deadline to register online to vote (11:59 p.m.)

  
 October 5 (Mon)   

Deadline to register by mail to vote  

 

(must be postmarked by this date) 

  
 October 30 (Fri)   

Deadline to request an absentee ballot.  

 

We recommend that voters submit their request 

 

by October 15 and return their ballot promptly

  
 November 2 (Mon)   Deadline to vote absentee in person (5 p.m.)

       
 November 3 (Tues)   ELECTION DAY 

 

Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

 November 3 (Tues)   Completed absentee ballots must be received 

 

by election officials (7 p.m.)

N A A C P  L E G A L  D E F E N S E  F U N D

ELECTION DAY CHECKLIST

Confirm your 

registration status 

SCVotes.gov

  
See what is on 

your ballot

bit.ly/BallotView

 

Look up your polling site 

SCVotes.gov

  
Pack your ID

 
Pack your PPE!

Wear a mask; stay safe.

WHAT IDs ARE ACCEPTABLE?

SOUTH CAROLINA
FEDERAL

SC Driver’s License

US Passport

SC Voter Registration ID Card
Federal Photo Military ID Card

SC ID Card issued by DMV
VA Benefits Card

What if I forget my photo ID?  You may cast a provisional ballot, but your ballot 

will only count if you present your photo ID to the election commission prior to 

certification of the election (usually 2 or 3 days after Election Day). 

ARE YOU

TEXAS
GENERAL ELECTION

 October 5 (Mon)   Deadline to register to vote 

 October 13 (Tues)   EARLY VOTING period begins

  
 October 23 (Fri)   Deadline to request an absentee ballot 

 
We recommend voters request by October 15 

 
and return the absentee ballot promptly 

 October 30 (Fri)   EARLY VOTING period ends

  
 November 3 (Tues)   Deadline to postmark absentee ballots 

 
(ballots must be received by November 4) 

 November 3 (Tues)   ELECTION DAY 

 
Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

WHAT IDs ARE ACCEPTABLE?

TEXAS
FEDERAL

TX Driver’s License or Personal ID Card or 

Election ID Certificate

Federally Issued ID – including US Passport 

or Military Photo ID

TX License to carry a handgun US Citizenship certificate containing your 

photo

You can use an ID if it has been expired less than 4 years. If you are 70+, you may use an 

otherwise valid, expired ID (if it is listed above). 

Don’t have one of these IDs? If you have a reasonable impediment to obtaining one,

cast a regular ballot if you present the following:

• A government document with your name and an address; OR provide any following 

document: current utility bill; bank statement; government check; paycheck; certified 

domestic birth certificate (if it shows your name and address and you sign a document 

stating you have a reasonable impediment).

If you didn’t bring your ID, you may vote provisionally. You have 6 days to present an acceptable photo 

ID to the county voter registrar.

Note: An election officer may not refuse an alternative ID solely because the ID address doesn’t match the 

address on the registered voters’ list.

ELECTION DAY CHECKLIST

Confirm your 

registration status 

VoteTexas.gov
  
See what is on 

your ballot

bit.ly/BallotView
 

Look up your polling site 

VoteTexas.gov
  
Pack your ID
 
Pack your PPE!

Wear a mask; stay safe.

ARE YOU

KENTUCKY

GENERAL ELECTION

 October 9 (Fri)   
Deadline to request an absentee ballot through the  

 

online secure portal (by 11:59 p.m.)

  
 October 13 (Tues)   Early in-person voting begins, 

 

including Saturday voting 

  
 October 27 (Tues)   Deadline to request an absentee ballot by phone,  

 

fax, mail, e-mail, or in person. We recommend that  

 

voters request their absentee ballot by October 15  

 

and return it promptly

November 2 (Mon)   Deadline for in-person absentee voting. 

 

Confirm hours with your County Clerk:  

 

bit.ly/KYClerks

  
 November 2 (Mon)   Deadline to return completed absentee ballot.   

 

Ballots postmarked by 6 p.m. may be accepted   

 

until November 6 at 6 p.m. 

  
 November 3 (Tues)   ELECTION DAY 

 

Polls open 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

ID used by U.S. government (e.g. military ID) College ID issued by a U.S. school

ID issued by KY state or local government

All IDs must contain the voter’s name and photo. Those who do not have photo 

identification will need to sign a “Reasonable Impediment Declaration” form and provide a 

non-photo ID like a Social Security card, a credit or debit card, or a food stamps card. Fear of the 

COVID-19 virus will be accepted as a reasonable impediment to obtaining an ID.

 

Confirm your 

registration status 

bit.ly/KYVote

  
See what is on 

your ballot

bit.ly/BallotView

Look up your polling site 

bit.ly/KYVote

  
Pack your ID

 
Pack your PPE!

Wear a mask; stay safe.

WHAT IDs ARE ACCEPTABLE?

ELECTION DAY CHECKLIST

ARE YOU

GEORGIA

GENERAL ELECTION

 October 5 (Mon)   
Deadline to register  

  
 October 12 (Mon)   

EARLY VOTING BEGINS  

 

(dates vary by county)

  
 October 24 (Fri)   

Mandatory Saturday voting in all counties  

 

(polls open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.)

 

 October 30 (Fri)   
EARLY VOTING ENDS

 
 October 30 (Fri)   

Deadline to request an absentee ballot, 

 

we recommend that voters submit their  

 

request by October 15 and return their   

 

ballot promptly

 
 November 3 (Tues)   ELECTION DAY 

 

Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

 N A A C P  L E G A L  D E F E N S E  F U N D

WHAT IDS ARE ACCEPTABLE?

GA Driver’s License

Federally Issued ID — including US 

Passport or Military Photo ID

Free ID Card issued by County Registrar or 

GA Department of Driver Services

Employee photo ID from any branch, 

department, agency, or entity of the 

Federal, Georgia, or local government.

Any State or Federal Government-Issued 

Photo ID

Tribal Photo ID

Identification must be valid, except a Georgia driver’s license may be expired.

ELECTION DAY CHECKLIST

Confirm your 

registration status 

bit.ly/GaVotersInfo

  
See what is on 

your ballot

bit.ly/BallotView

 

Look up your polling site 

bit.ly/GaVotersInfo

  
Pack your ID

 
Pack your PPE!

Wear a mask; stay safe.

Detroit activists from 12 local organizations marched 
through the city on Nov. 7, 2020 to call for the protection 
of Detroit’s votes over concerns of Donald Trump’s 
baseless claims that Democrats stole the election, as an 
effort to steal a fair election for himself. Photo by Adam 
J. Dewey/NurPhoto via Getty Images

X SUMMARY

https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/Trump-Campaign-Complaint.pdf
https://www.naacpldf.org/wp-content/uploads/Trump-Campaign-Complaint.pdf
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Key Findings

In addition to the more specific findings detailed 
below, the overarching conclusion from our 
work on the 2020 election and thereafter is that 
our democracy is extremely fragile and at high 
risk. This is true from virtually every perspective 
from which we engage, whether it be from our 
observations of the tone and state of our public 
discourse, activities at the polling sites, the actions 
of local, state, and national legislative bodies and 
officials, or the decisions of our courts.42

SPECIFIC FINDINGS

1 Mail-in voting is a critical option for 
all communities, but especially for 
Black voters.

At the beginning of the pandemic, LDF identified 
the essential role mail-in voting would play in 
this election, especially for Black and other at-
risk communities seeking to limit their exposure 
to COVID-19. Gross racial disparities in 
COVID-19 illness and deaths meant communities 
of color would shoulder this burden and be 
disproportionately affected.43  
 
 
 

42 See generally Michael J. Klarman, The Supreme Court 2019 Term, 
Forward: The Degradation of American Democracy and the Court, 134 
Harv. L. Rev. 1 (2020). 

43 Deaths involving coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) by race and 
Hispanic origin group and age, by state, CDC, https://data.cdc.gov/
NCHS/Deaths-involving-coronavirus-disease-2019-COVID-19/
ks3g-spdg (last updated May 12, 2021).

 
Throughout the spring and summer of 2020, 
LDF filed lawsuits in Alabama,44 Louisiana,45 and 
South Carolina,46 challenging the lack of safe and 
accessible voting options, including restrictive 
vote-by-mail policies and insufficient access to 
curbside voting. We filed an action against the 
USPS to ensure that ballots were delivered on 
time. Our VRD team engaged in advocacy to 
elections officials to increase access to drop-boxes, 
in terms of the number and location of such boxes 
as well as the hours of access. Our lawsuits and 
advocacy efforts resulted in changes in mail-in 
voting requirements, ID policies, curbside voting 
access, and drop-box accessibility —increasing 
voter protections and accessibility and shortening 
long lines and wait times during early voting and 
on Election Day. Significantly, voting by mail not 
only provided a less risky method of voting during 
the pandemic, it also provided a means for voters 
of color to avoid the threats of violence and voter 
intimidation that surrounded the 2020 election.

Even in advance of the 2020 election, preliminary 
data indicated that the use of mail-in voting was 
increasingly popular and had more than doubled 

44 Press Release, LDF, LDF, SPLC, and ADAP File Federal Lawsuit 
Challenging Alabama’s Lack of Safe and Accessible Voting During 
COVID-19 Pandemic (May 1, 2020), https://www.naacpldf.org/
press-release/ldf-splc-and-adap-file-federal-lawsuit-challenging-ala-
bamas-lack-of-safe-and-accessible-voting-during-covid-19-pandemic/.

45 Press Release, LDF, LDF Files Federal Lawsuit Challenging Lou-
isiana’s Voting Requirements for November and December Elections, 
(Aug. 3, 2020), https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/ldf-files-fed-
eral-lawsuit-challenging-louisianas-voting-requirements-for-novem-
ber-and-december-elections/.  

46 Press Release, LDF, LDF and ACLU File Federal Lawsuit Chal-
lenging South Carolina Requirements That Put Voters at Risk During 
COVID-19 Pandemic, (Apr. 22, 2020), https://www.naacpldf.org/
press-release/ldf-and-aclu-file-federal-lawsuit-challenging-south-caro-
lina-requirements-that-put-voters-at-risk-during-covid-19-pandemic/. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Mail-in voting is a  
critical option for all 

communities, but especially 
for Black voters.

Early voting is an essential 
feature of ensuring fair 

access to the polls, especially 
for Black voters.

Election administration 
mismanagement 

disproportionately  
burdens voters  

of color.

Our democracy continues 
to require an outsized 

proportion of non-
government resources to 
protect the right to vote.

Threats of violence and 
voter intimidation against 

voters of color were 
widespread.

1

2

4 5

3

KEY 
FINDINGS

DEMOCRACY DEFENDED

https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Deaths-involving-coronavirus-disease-2019-COVID-19/ks3g-spdg
https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Deaths-involving-coronavirus-disease-2019-COVID-19/ks3g-spdg
https://data.cdc.gov/NCHS/Deaths-involving-coronavirus-disease-2019-COVID-19/ks3g-spdg
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/ldf-splc-and-adap-file-federal-lawsuit-challenging-alabamas-lack-of-safe-and-accessible-voting-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/ldf-splc-and-adap-file-federal-lawsuit-challenging-alabamas-lack-of-safe-and-accessible-voting-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/ldf-splc-and-adap-file-federal-lawsuit-challenging-alabamas-lack-of-safe-and-accessible-voting-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/ldf-files-federal-lawsuit-challenging-louisianas-voting-requirements-for-november-and-december-elections/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/ldf-files-federal-lawsuit-challenging-louisianas-voting-requirements-for-november-and-december-elections/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/ldf-files-federal-lawsuit-challenging-louisianas-voting-requirements-for-november-and-december-elections/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/ldf-and-aclu-file-federal-lawsuit-challenging-south-carolina-requirements-that-put-voters-at-risk-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/ldf-and-aclu-file-federal-lawsuit-challenging-south-carolina-requirements-that-put-voters-at-risk-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/ldf-and-aclu-file-federal-lawsuit-challenging-south-carolina-requirements-that-put-voters-at-risk-during-covid-19-pandemic/
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since the 2016 presidential election.47 A July 2020 
study found that nearly half of the people of color 
surveyed were likely to vote by mail in the general 
election.48 Post-election survey data indicates that 
voters casting ballots by mail in the 2020 election 
more than doubled from 2016 to 46% of all voters 
and that the share of voters casting ballots in 
person on Election Day in 2020 fell to 28% from 
60% in 2016.49 

47 Pew Res. Ctr., In the U.S., absentee/mail voting surged in the 2020 
primaries, (Oct. 12, 2020), https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2020/10/13/mail-in-voting-became-much-more-common-in-
2020-primaries-as-covid-19-spread/ft_20-09-29_absenteevoting_1/. 

48 Press Release, Human Rights Campaign, Human Rights Campaign 
Foundation & HIT Strategies Release Research on Voters of Color & Vote 
By Mail, (2020), https://www.hrc.org/news/hrc-foundation-hit-strate-
gies-release-research-on-voters-of-color-and-vote.

49 Charles Stewart III, How We Voted in 2020: A Topical Look at the 
Survey of the Performance of American Elections, MIT Election Data 
+ Science Lab iii, 6 (2021), https://electionlab.mit.edu/sites/default/
files/2021-03/HowWeVotedIn2020-March2021.pdf. 

Concerns about the USPS led elections officials 
and voters to seek alternatives. They turned to 
ways to return ballots in person at drop-boxes, 
election offices, and polling places. In 2020, nearly 
half of mail-in ballots were returned in person 
while submissions of mail-in ballots via USPS 
declined from 67% in 2016 to 53% in 2020.50

50 Id. at 11.

2 Early voting is an essential feature 
of ensuring fair access to the polls, 
especially for Black voters.

Early voting continued to play a key role in 
reducing polling site lines on Election Day and 
providing a safer option for voters anticipating 
intimidation and threats of violence at their polling 
sites and for those who wanted to decrease the risk 
of COVID-19 exposure when voting in-person. 

Mississippi and Alabama had no early voting. We 
observed that voting lines were especially long 
in those states. In Louisiana, LDF challenged 
restrictive voting requirements amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic and a federal court ordered 
the state to extend early voting by three days and 
provide voters with highest risk of COVID-19 a 
mechanism to vote by mail.51

Overall, roughly a quarter of voters used early 
in-person voting options to cast their ballots, 
considerably relieving Election Day operations.52

3 Election administration 
mismanagement disproportionately 
burdens voters of color.

Forty-seven percent of Americans do not wait 
in line to vote and the average wait time is less 
than seven minutes. Yet in 2018, an estimated 
three million voters—those residing in less 
wealthy communities and, disproportionately, 
people of color—waited more than 30 minutes 
in line and too many waited up to several 

51 Amended Order, Harding v. Edwards, No. 20-495 (M.D. Ala. Sept. 
21, 2020), ECF No. 93, https://healthyelections-case-tracker.stanford.
edu/file?id=158; see also Press Release, LDF, Federal Court Rules 
in Favor of Louisiana Voters Amid COVID-19 Pandemic (Sept. 16, 
2020), https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/federal-court-rules-in-
favor-of-louisiana-voters-amid-covid-19-pandemic/.

52 Stewart III, supra note 49, at 6. 

hours.53 In 2020, wait times were longer in the 
primary elections than on Election Day, but 
still many people (especially people of color) 
were forced to wait in long lines.54 We observed 
very long lines on Election Day in Alabama and 
Mississippi, which do not have early voting and 
also have highly restrictive vote-by-mail options 
for voters.  This would be attributable, however, 
to voter suppression instead of administration 
mismanagement.

Many voters confronted with long lines at their 
assigned poll site are forced to leave without voting 
because they lack the resources to overcome 
issues related to health, transportation, childcare, 
and work-schedules that long lines can cause. In 
addition to overt voter suppression measures that 
cause these long waits, election administration 
shortcomings that include malfunctioning 
voting equipment, inadequate numbers of voting 
machines and/or understaffing at sites with 
predictably heavy in-person voting, unexpectedly 
closed sites, and weather-related power outages 
are frequent, and avoidable, causes of long 
lines.55 Many voters of color are forced to cast 
provisional ballots and some states do not provide 
an opportunity to cure your ballot if there are 
questions, such as when a signature does not 
match.56

53 Hannah Klain, Kevin Morris, Max Feldman & Rebecca Ayala, 
Waiting to Vote: Racial Disparities in Election Day Experiences, Brennan 
Ctr. for Justice at NYU School of Law (2020), https://www.brennan-
center.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/6_02_WaitingtoVote_FINAL.
pdf; Matthew Weil, Charles Stewart III, Tim Harper & Christopher 
Thomas, The 2018 Voting Experience: Polling Place Lines, Bipartisan 
Pol’y Ctr., https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/
The-2018-Votin-Experience.pdf.

54 Kevin Quealy & Alicia Parlapiano, Election Day Voting in 2020 Took 
Longer in America’s Poorest Neighborhoods, N.Y. Times (Jan. 4, 2021), 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/04/upshot/voting-wait-
times.html.

55 Klain et al., supra note 53, at 9–13; see, e.g., Charles Stewart III 
& Stephen Ansolabehere, Waiting in Line to Vote, July 28, 2013, U.S. 
Election Assistance Comm’n (2017), https://www.eac.gov/docu-
ments/2017/02/24/waiting-in-line-to-vote-white-paper-stewart-an-
solabehere.

56 Ballot Curing Rules, Vote America, https://www.voteamerica.com/
ballot-curing/ (last updated Jan. 23, 2021).

Felicia Bottom casts her mail-in voting ballot at the C. Blythe Andrews, Jr. Public Library during the NAACP Hillsborough County Branch Souls to the 
Polls voter drive on Nov. 1, 2020 in Tampa, Florida. The Souls to the Polls event is geared to push for a stronger African-American turnout. Photo by 
Octavio Jones/Getty Images

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/10/13/mail-in-voting-became-much-more-common-in-2020-primaries-as-covid-19-spread/ft_20-09-29_absenteevoting_1/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/10/13/mail-in-voting-became-much-more-common-in-2020-primaries-as-covid-19-spread/ft_20-09-29_absenteevoting_1/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/10/13/mail-in-voting-became-much-more-common-in-2020-primaries-as-covid-19-spread/ft_20-09-29_absenteevoting_1/
https://www.hrc.org/news/hrc-foundation-hit-strategies-release-research-on-voters-of-color-and-vote
https://www.hrc.org/news/hrc-foundation-hit-strategies-release-research-on-voters-of-color-and-vote
https://electionlab.mit.edu/sites/default/files/2021-03/HowWeVotedIn2020-March2021.pdf
https://electionlab.mit.edu/sites/default/files/2021-03/HowWeVotedIn2020-March2021.pdf
https://healthyelections-case-tracker.stanford.edu/file?id=158
https://healthyelections-case-tracker.stanford.edu/file?id=158
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/federal-court-rules-in-favor-of-louisiana-voters-amid-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/federal-court-rules-in-favor-of-louisiana-voters-amid-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/6_02_WaitingtoVote_FINAL.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/6_02_WaitingtoVote_FINAL.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/6_02_WaitingtoVote_FINAL.pdf
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/The-2018-Votin-Experience.pdf
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/The-2018-Votin-Experience.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/04/upshot/voting-wait-times.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/01/04/upshot/voting-wait-times.html
https://www.eac.gov/documents/2017/02/24/waiting-in-line-to-vote-white-paper-stewart-ansolabehere
https://www.eac.gov/documents/2017/02/24/waiting-in-line-to-vote-white-paper-stewart-ansolabehere
https://www.eac.gov/documents/2017/02/24/waiting-in-line-to-vote-white-paper-stewart-ansolabehere
https://www.voteamerica.com/ballot-curing/
https://www.voteamerica.com/ballot-curing/
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By monitoring wait times during the 2020 primaries 
and advocating with elections officials to find 
solutions, LDF sought to improve wait times during 
the general election. Using existing technology, local 
elections officials could easily do the same, and 
develop contingency planning to cover such events 
as COVID-19 and the USPS mail slowdowns that 
inevitably worsen the problem. 

In addition, across the country, polling site 
locations, for early and Election Day voting, have 
been shrinking by alarming numbers. Elections 
officials frequently cite a lack of poll workers for 
these significant closures, and COVID-19 only 
exacerbated an already dire situation.  In 2020, 
Milwaukee, which is nearly 40% Black,57 only had 
five polling sites open for its April primary, instead 
of the usual 180.58 To mitigate this nationwide 
shortage, LDF partnered with the More Than a 
Vote campaign to recruit poll workers through a 
powerful TV ad.59 Together we worked with the 
robust online platform provided by Power the Polls 
to enlist more than 42,500 poll worker applicants.  
Overall, Power the Polls enlisted over 700,000 poll 
worker applicants, which made a significant impact 
on polling site operations nationwide.60 

Another recurring administrative issue LDF saw 
was a lack of signage to indicate a polling location. 
This created confusion for voters on their way to 
the ballot box. In many instances, our volunteers 
created signage or stood in front of polling 

57 U.S. Census Bureau, QuickFacts: Milwaukee city, Wisconsin; 
Milwaukee County, Wisconsin, https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/
fact/table/milwaukeecitywisconsin,milwaukeecountywisconsin/
RHI225219#RHI225219.

58 Wisconsin Primary Recap: Voters Forced to Choose Between Their 
Health and Their Civic Duty, N.Y. Times (Apr. 7, 2020), https://www.
nytimes.com/2020/04/07/us/politics/wisconsin-primary-election.html; 
see also Brianna Schubert, There’s a Poll Worker Shortage in Milwaukee – 
But You Can Help, Brianna Schubert, Milwaukee Mag. (Oct. 6, 2020), 
https://www.milwaukeemag.com/theres-a-poll-worker-shortage-in-
milwaukee-but-you-can-help/.

59 More Than A Vote, Protect Our Power and Become A Poll Worker | 
WE GOT NEXT, YouTube (Sept. 17, 2020), https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=LmSI2Z1REdw.

60 Help Staff Your Local Polling Place, Power The Polls, https://www.
powerthepolls.org/ (last visited May 14, 2021).

locations that had been changed to direct voters 
to the correct location. There were also numerous 
issues with polling location accessibility for persons 
with disabilities and seniors.

4 Our democracy continues to require an 
outsized proportion of non-government 
resources to protect the right to vote.

Many voters were forced to choose between their 
health and safety and their right to vote because 
state and local governments failed to provide them 
with access to safe voting options. Rulings by the 
U.S. Supreme Court on 2020 elections issues 
also generally failed to protect voters. We had 
volunteers working on-the-ground as nonpartisan 
poll monitors and volunteers working remotely 
online to monitor the election.  We responded to 
reports from the field and through the Election 
Protection Hotline regarding last-minute polling 
site changes, blatant disinformation tactics to 
confuse or mislead voters,61 insufficient numbers 
of drop-boxes for mail-in ballots, inaccessible 
polling locations, and wait times – some as long as 
10 hours.62 

61 In late August, voters in the Detroit area with high populations of 
Black residents were targeted by robocalls that warned recipients to 
“beware of vote by mail” which would give “private information to the 
man” and falsely claimed that voting by mail would result in voters’ 
personal information being put into a database accessible to the police 
pursuing warrants, credit card companies collecting debts, and the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention aiming to track people 
for mandatory vaccines. See Sam Gringlas, Far-Right Activists Charged 
Over Robocalls That Allegedly Targeted Minority Voters, National Public 
Radio (Oct. 1, 2020) https://www.npr.org/2020/10/01/919309649/
far-right-activists-charged-over-robocalls-that- allegedly-targeted-mi-
nority-vote; Press Release, Michigan Department of Attorney General, 
Burkman, Wohl Heading to Wayne County Circuit Court for Voter-Sup-
pression Robocalls, Department of Michigan Attorney General (Nov. 
5, 2020), https://www.michigan.gov/ag/0,4534,7-359-92297_47203-
544415—,00.html; Similar schemes allegedly targeted 85,000 people 
living in black neighborhoods of Illinois, Ohio, New York and Pennsyl-
vania. Stephen Rex Brown, Judge orders conservative tricksters who made 
robocalls targeting black voters to call back, admit election interference, N.Y. 
Daily News (Oct. 28, 2020), https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/
ny-wohl-burkman-robocalls-20201028-ltx2m2df3rdihfofxpdfzz-
65bq-story.html.

62 Sam Levine et al., More than 10-hour wait and long lines as early 
voting starts in Georgia, Guardian (Oct. 12, 2020), https://www.
theguardian.com/us-news/2020/oct/13/more-than-10-hour-wait-and-
long-lines-as-early-voting-starts-in-georgia.

In the weeks before the election, LDF and our 
partners disseminated essential, state-specific voter 
education information such as how to register, 
how to find out whether you’ve been purged, 
when to vote, how to find your polling location, 
ID requirements to vote, elections officials contact 
information, when and how to vote using a 
provisional ballot, and how to cure that ballot, if 
necessary. 

When machine malfunctions or facilities problems 
closed polls for significant amounts of time, our 
team fought to keep those polls open after the 
official closing time. When long lines slowed down 
the voting process, we advocated for everyone 
in line before the deadline to be allowed to vote, 
no matter how long it took to clear the line. The 
need for such advocacy would be greatly reduced 
by implementing common sense contingency 
protocols covering the automatic extension of 
poll hours when technical delays and long lines at 
closing time thwart those who come to the polls 
ready to vote.  

5 Threats of violence and voter 
intimidation against voters of color 
were widespread.

The 2020 election season saw historic voter 
turnouts that included a record 18,922,000 Black 
voters nationwide—12.2% of the 154,628,000 
who voted.63 At the same time, LDF witnessed 
an alarming surge in voter intimidation tactics — 
both passive and aggressive. Volunteers in multiple 
states and news media reported heightened police 
presence at polling sites, agitated partisan crowds 
verbally assaulting voters, and trucks and other 

63 Current Population Survey’s November 2020. U.S. Census Bureau, 
Voting and Registration in the Election of November 2020, Tbl 2: 
Reported Voting and Registration, by Race, Hispanic Origin, Sex, and 
Age: November 2020, https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/
demo/voting-and-registration/p20-585.html (last updated Apr. 21, 
2021).

Milwaukee, which 
is nearly 40% Black, 
only had five polling 
locations open for its 
April primary, instead 
of its usual 180.
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large vehicles, including military-style tanks,64 
carrying huge flags that had become synonymous 
with voter intimidation and racism at polling 
places. There were also reports of armed Trump 
supporters at polling sites in predominantly Black 
communities, including in Louisiana, North 

64 City News Service, Pro-Trump Caravan Blocks Voting Center in 
Temecula, Spectrum News 1 (Nov. 2, 2020), https://spectrumnews1.
com/ca/la-west/politics/2020/11/02/pro-trump-caravan-blocks-vot-
ing-center-in-temecula; Nick Corasaniti & Stephanie Saul, Trump 
Supporters Disrupt Early Voting in Virginia, N.Y. Times (Sept. 19, 2020, 
updated Oct. 15, 2020), https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/19/us/
politics/trump-supporters-early-voting-virginia.html?searchResultPo-
sition=1; Judy Bao, Voter Intimidation in Texas During the 2020 General 
Election, Tex. C.R. Project (2021), https://txcivilrights.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/Voter-Intimidation-report.pdf; Bryan Rolli, TikTok 
shows Trump supporter waving sword at Biden supporter near polling 
place, Daily Dot (Oct. 28, 2020), https://www.dailydot.com/debug/
tiktok-trump-supporter-sword-voter-suppression.

Carolina, and Texas.65 Leading up to Georgia’s 
January 2021 runoff election, where Black voters 
proved their political power against challenging 
odds, at least 10 Georgia counties reported 
threats of violence at polling sites, including bomb 
threats.66

These significant threats of violence made the 
options of voting by mail and early voting all the 
more essential to the fair exercise of the right to vote.

65 Scottie Hunter, Baker Police Dept. responds to reports of man armed 
with assault rifle near polling location, WAFB9 News Report (Nov. 3, 
2020, updated Nov. 4, 2020), https://www.wafb.com/2020/11/03/bak-
er-police-respond-reports-man-armed-with-assault-rifle-near-polling-
location/; Adriana Gallardo, Maryam Jameel & Ryan McCarthy, Pistols, 
a Hearse and Trucks Playing Chicken: Why Some Voters Felt Harassed 
and Intimidated at the Polls, ProPublica (Dec. 4, 2020), https://www.
propublica.org/article/pistols-a-hearse-and-trucks-playing-chicken-
why-some-voters-felt-harassed-and-intimidated-at-the-polls; Voters in 
predominately Black Stop 6 neighborhood of Fort Worth reported to 
be leaving lines after harassment by Trump supporters, some wielding 
long guns. Reportedly has occurred twice in last week. Brendajurgens 
(@Brendajurgens3), Twitter (Oct. 30, 2020, 7:23 PM) https://twitter.
com/Brendajurgens3/status/1322318288106475520.

66 Wayne Ford, Bomb threats target polling places in Northeast Georgia, 
Athens Banner-Herald (Jan. 5, 2021), https://www.onlineathens.com/
story/news/2021/01/05/bomb-threats-target-polling-places-north-
east-georgia/6551059002/; Denise Dillon, Threats of violence on polling 
locations in 10 Georgia counties, Fox5 Atlanta (Jan. 4, 2021), https://
www.fox5atlanta.com/news/threats-of-violence-on-polling-locations-
in-10-georgia-counties.

For the members of the 117th Congress

Pass the For the People Act of 2021 (H.R. 
1 passed the House on March 3, 2021, and 
was introduced in the Senate (S.1) on March 
17, 2021),67 which would expand Americans’ 
access to the ballot box. Some of the key 
provisions would expand early and absentee 
voting, establish automatic voter registration, 
limit efforts to purge voter rolls, prohibit 
disinformation about elections, increase 
penalties for voter intimidation, replace partisan 
gerrymandering with nonpartisan commissions 
to draw electoral districts, restore voting rights of 
formerly incarcerated individuals, and introduce 
new campaign finance reforms.68

Pass the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement 
Act (passed by the House on August 24, 2021),69 
which would restore the Voting Rights Act 
preclearance provision with an updated formula 
and require certain jurisdictions to secure federal 
approval before enacting voting law changes.

Pass the Washington, D.C. Admission Act (H.R. 
51 passed the House on April 22, 2021 and was 
introduced in the Senate (S.51), on January 26, 

67 H.R. 1, 117th Cong. (2021), https://www.congress.gov/
bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1 (Introduced January 4, 2021, 
Passed March 3, 2021, 220 Yeas/210 Nays.).

68 S. 1, 117th Cong. (2021), https://www.congress.gov/
bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1/titles?q=%7B%22search%22
%3A%5B%22s.1%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=3 (A bill to expand 
Americans’ access to the ballot box, Introduced 3/17/2021.); SEC-
TION-BY-SECTION: S1, THE FOR THE PEOPLE ACT OF 2021, 
Democracy Reform Task Force press release, Rep. John Sarbanes, 
Chair, https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/SIM-
PLE-SECTION-BY-SECTION_S.-11.pdf 

69 Eugene Scott, House passes bill to strengthen Voting Rights Act in 
face of new restrictions in GOP-led states, Wash. Post (Aug. 24, 2021), 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/voting-rights-house-
john-lewis/2021/08/24/44745b2e-04e4-11ec-a654-900a78538242_
story.html.

2021), which would provide for the admission 
into the United States of the state of Washington, 
Douglass Commonwealth.70

For state legislatures nationwide

Enact voting laws that ensure the franchise is 
available to every citizen equally and laws that 
facilitate voter participation in elections by 
offering the widest range of options, including 
online and same-day registration, vote-by-mail, 
and early voting. Repeal discriminatory voting 
laws that adversely impact the ability of people of 
color to register and to vote.

Enact state-level Voting Rights Acts that provide 
communities of color the needed tools to fight 
voter suppression, vote dilution, and voter 
intimidation, require certain jurisdictions to 
secure state approval before implementing 
retrogressive changes to voting rules, and 
empower state courts to approve a wider range of 
locally tailored remedies that better enfranchise 
communities of color.

For Individuals

Engage fully and knowledgeably in all elections, 
including state and local elections and elections 
for judges, prosecutors, law enforcement officials, 
school board members, and ballot initiatives.

The right to vote is the cornerstone of our 
democracy. Please join us as we continue our 
quest to preserve and to protect that right for all 
Americans.

70  Meagan Flynn, House Democrats pass D.C. statehood, launch-
ing bill into uncharted territory, Wash. Post (Apr. 22, 2021), https://
www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-statehood-house-
vote/2021/04/22/935a1ece-a1fa-11eb-a7ee-949c574a09ac_story.html

WE MAKE THE FOLLOWING  
CALLS TO ACTION

 Truck with confederate flag parked outside Starkville, Mississippi polling location. Volunteer photo
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