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LDF Delivers Oral Argument Before Ohio Supreme Court in Death Penalty
Case
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF) Senior Counsel Alexis
Hoag argued today before the Ohio Supreme Court that Glen Bates’ trial counsel
failed to protect his constitutional right to an impartial jury by allowing an
individual who expressed unequivocal racial bias against Black people to serve on
the jury that convicted and sentenced Mr. Bates to death. In February 2018, LDF
filed an amicus brief on behalf of Mr. Bates, who is African-American.
In her argument, Senior Counsel Hoag emphasized that the trial proceeding was
infected with racial bias, which the U.S. and Ohio Constitutions prohibit.
Specifically, she highlighted that on the pretrial jury questionnaire, one of the
prospective jurors wrote that she strongly believed Black people were more violent
than people of other races. Despite this clear expression of a noxious racial
stereotype, trial counsel for Mr. Bates failed to take any protective action and
allowed the death penalty trial to proceed before a jury that harbored racial bias
against Black people.
Watch Alexis’ oral argument here (her rebuttal begins at 49:50).
Read LDF’s amicus brief here.
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