
 

 

Civil Rights Groups Sue Georgia Over 
New Sweeping Voter Suppression Law  

  
ACLU, NAACP LDF, SPLC File Lawsuit on Behalf of Groups Representing 

Voters of Color and Other Historically Disenfranchised Communities 
 

1PM ET Presser: Details to Follow Soon 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 30, 2021 
  
CONTACT:  
Inga Sarda-Sorensen, ACLU, 347-514-3984, isarda-sorensen@aclu.org 
Graeme Crews, SPLC, 334-224-0002, graeme.crews@splcenter.org  
Phoebe Plagens, LDF, 212-965-2200, media@naacpldf.org 
 
ATLANTA — Civil rights groups have filed a new federal lawsuit against 
Georgia’s sweeping law that makes it much harder for all Georgians to vote, 
particularly voters of color, new citizens, and religious communities. 
 
The American Civil Liberties Union, ACLU of Georgia, NAACP Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF), Southern Poverty Law Center 
(SPLC), and law firms WilmerHale, and Davis Wright Tremaine brought 
the case on behalf of the Sixth District of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Georgia Muslim Voter Project, Women Watch Afrika, Latino Com-
munity Fund Georgia, and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.  
 
The law being challenged is S.B. 202, which was passed by the Georgia 
House of Representatives and Senate and signed by Gov. Brian Kemp in 
under seven hours last Thursday. These elected officials’ actions follow the 
2020 presidential election and the 2021 runoff elections for two seats to the 
U.S. Senate that saw record turnout of voters, particularly Black voters, in 
Georgia. 
 
The elections were celebrated not just for their turnout, but also for their 
integrity, with Georgia officials praising them as safe and secure. But rather 
than act to expand participation in the political process, Georgia leaders re-
sponded by doing what they have done many times in the state’s history: 



 

 

they placed burdensome, unjustified, and unnecessary restrictions on vot-
ers, particularly voters of color and other historically disenfranchised com-
munities. 
 
The lawsuit challenges multiple provisions in S.B. 202, including the:  
• ban on mobile voting 
• new narrow identification requirements for requesting and casting an ab-

sentee ballot 
• delayed and compressed time period for requesting absentee ballots 
• restrictions on secure drop boxes 
• out-of-precinct provisional ballot disqualification 
• drastic reduction in early voting in runoff elections 
• perhaps most cruelly, ban on “line warming,” where volunteers provide 

water and snacks to Georgians, disproportionately those of color, who 
wait in needlessly long lines to cast their vote 

 
These provisions, the lawsuit charges, violate Section 2 of the Voting Rights 
Act, and infringe on Georgians’ rights under the First, Fourteenth, and Fif-
teenth Amendments to the United States Constitution.  
 
“This law is driven by blatant racism, represents politics at its very worst, 
and is clearly illegal,” said Sophia Lakin, deputy director of the 
ACLU’s Voting Rights Project. “We urge the court to act swiftly to 
strike it down.” 
 
“Legislators and Governor Kemp ignored the very obvious lessons from the 
election in 2020 and runoffs in 2021: expand safe and secure access to the 
ballot, codify innovations to voting, and provide additional resources to 
cash-strapped counties,” said Nancy Abudu, deputy legal director for 
the SPLC. “Instead, to appease conspiracy theorists and amplify deadly 
lies about past elections, Georgia’s leaders have chosen to pass into law S.B. 
202, which makes it more difficult for every Georgian — but particularly 
Georgians who are members of historically disenfranchised communities — 
to vote in a safe, secure, and convenient manner and have that vote 
counted. In so doing, the defendants have violated federal law and the U.S. 
Constitution, and we turn to the federal courts and U.S. Congress to ad-
dress the incredible harm S.B. 202 will have on our clients.”  
 
“S.B. 202 is perhaps the most bold and shameful voter suppression legisla-
tion enacted in the modern era. Its purpose and target are clear: to create 



 

 

barriers to voting for Black voters who turned out in record numbers for the 
November 2020 presidential election and the January 2021 special elec-
tion. The provisions of the new law and the manner in which it was enacted 
reflect a thorough disregard for the sanctity of protecting the right to vote 
and a headlong and determined zeal to diminish Black political power in 
Georgia,” said Sherrilyn Ifill, LDF’s president and director-coun-
sel. “This is a powerful moment for democracy in this country. S.B. 202’s 
attempt to disenfranchise Black voters in Georgia harkens back to the most 
shameful days of voter suppression in the decades before the civil rights 
movement. That this law was passed in Georgia, less than a year after the 
death of one of the state’s greatest heroes, Representative John Lewis, is 
shameful. In his name, we will fight to strike down this illegal attempt to 
undo his legacy. Anything less represents a grave threat to the future of our 
democracy and inherently undermines the notion of equality for all.”  
 
“Democracy depends upon people expressing their voices freely through 
their votes,” said WilmerHale partner Debo P. Adegbile. “The Geor-
gia omnibus voting obstruction law is a prime example of modern voter 
suppression and erodes democracy. A great deal has changed in Georgia 
but the commitment to brazenly disenfranchise voters clearly has not.” 
 
“S.B. 202 attacks the most sacred foundations of our democracy. But in this 
country, the law secures every American citizen the equal right to make 
their voice heard at the ballot box, no matter who they are. And we intend 
to vindicate that right in court,” said Adam Sieff, attorney at Davis 
Wright Tremaine. 
 
The lawsuit, Sixth District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church v. 
Kemp, was filed late last night in federal court in Atlanta. 
 
Complaint: https://www.aclu.org/legal-document/sixth-district-african-
methodist-episcopal-church-v-kemp 
 
Statement: https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/civil-rights-groups-sue-
georgia-over-new-sweeping-voter-suppression-law 


