
  

 

 

 

 

 

Sent via email 

December 16, 2020 

Janine Eveler 

Director, Cobb County Board of Elections and Registration 

736 Whitlock Ave. NW, Suite 400 

Marietta, GA 30064 

Re: Expanding Advance Voting Availability for the January Runoff Election 

 

Dear Director Eveler: 

 

On behalf of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc., All Voting is Local 

Georgia, Georgia NAACP, the SPLC Action Fund, Black Voters Matter Fund, and the American 

Civil Liberties Union of Georgia, we write to follow up on our letter from December 7, 2020 and 

subsequent discussions. We appreciate the actions you have taken to respond to the concerns we 

previously raised about the closure of many advance voting locations in Cobb County.1 However, 

in light of publicly available data from the first two days of advance voting,2 it appears that the 

steps taken by the County were insufficient and the decision not to keep more advance voting 

locations open is making it more difficult and less safe for Cobb County voters to cast their ballots. 

We urge you to immediately take steps to expand the availability of advance voting in Cobb 

County. 

 
1  On December 9, 2020, in response to our letter and subsequent conversations, you committed to (1) open the 

Ron Anderson Recreation Center for the entire advance voting period rather than the Ward Recreation Center; 

(2) open the Smyrna Community Center and the Northeast Art Place for the final week of advance voting; and 

(3) assign staff members stationed at each closed location to direct voters to one of the open locations. 
2  All statistics concerning advance voting turnout based on data provided by the Secretary of State. See Voter 

Absentee Files, Georgia Secretary of State, https://elections.sos.ga.gov/Elections/voterabsenteefile.do. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felections.sos.ga.gov%2FElections%2Fvoterabsenteefile.do&data=04%7C01%7Cmpernick%40naacpldf.org%7Ccbc748eae962438ac19408d8a122f5c9%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C637436518835961612%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EbsJ4Sy5TecsjF%2BEwH4gITERLQDtSlv9c34tOvDCltU%3D&reserved=0
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1. Cobb County Is Experiencing Extremely Long Lines Yet Has Among the Lowest 

Turnout in the State. 

According to data provided by your office, during the first two days of advance voting on 

December 14 and 15, Cobb County voters regularly experienced wait times as long as 120 minutes 

in certain advance voting locations. Wait times in Cobb County are significantly longer than in 

other major metro counties.3 

The number of voters that each of the County’s advance voting locations has had to 

accommodate has increased dramatically from the general election. For instance, at the Riverside 

Epicenter, only 1,764 voters cast ballots during the first two days of advance voting during the 

general; that figure has increased by almost 50% to 2,633 votes cast during the first two days of 

advance voting. Similarly, at the Main Office, 2,181 votes were cast during the first two days of 

advance voting in the general, compared to 2,644 votes cast on December 14 and 15. Long lines 

and crowding are especially concerning given the climbing COVID-19 rates, which has 

disproportionately harmed Black and Latinx communities. 

Notwithstanding the crowding and long lines, the overall turnout in Cobb County during 

the first two days of advance voting was only 2.48%, which is dramatically lower than Fulton, 

Gwinnett, and DeKalb Counties, which had turnout of 4.93%, 3.47%, and 5.14%, respectively. In 

fact, Cobb County’s turnout during the first two days of advance voting is the second lowest in the 

state out of 157 counties.4 

Cobb County’s turnout has also dropped when compared to turnout in the general election. 

During the first two days of advance voting in the general, 14,586 voters cast their ballots, 

compared to 13,910 during the first two days of advance voting for the runoff, representing a 4.6% 

reduction. In contrast, Fulton, Gwinnett, and DeKalb Counties—which did not make significant 

cuts to advance voting locations—each saw an increase in turnout during the first two days of 

advance voting when compared to the first two days in the general election of 25.1%, 40.1%, and 

12.3%, respectively. 

These concerning statistics are a direct consequence of your decision to close over half of 

Cobb County’s advance voting locations. The reduction from eleven locations to only five 

locations (with two locations scheduled to open on Monday, December 28, 2020) has necessarily 

forced a greater number of voters into each location, creating long lines and real safety concerns. 

It has also prompted many voters to simply stay home to avoid increased risk of exposure. 

 
3  See U.S Senate Runoff: Early voting for Georgia’s 2 Senate Seats Begins, WSB-TV Atlanta (Dec. 14, 2020), 

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/politics/us-senate-runoffs-early-voting-georgias-2-senate-seats-begins-

monday/SCIKAM6DDFA2BB5RIQCESP7WBY/. 
4  Pickens and Treutlen Counties have not reported data as of the preparation of this letter. 

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/politics/us-senate-runoffs-early-voting-georgias-2-senate-seats-begins-monday/SCIKAM6DDFA2BB5RIQCESP7WBY/
https://www.wsbtv.com/news/politics/us-senate-runoffs-early-voting-georgias-2-senate-seats-begins-monday/SCIKAM6DDFA2BB5RIQCESP7WBY/
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2. Expand Advance Voting Options Immediately. 

In light of the significant lines experienced by Cobb County voters, coupled with the 

concerning decline in turnout, it is imperative that you quickly take steps to further expand advance 

voting opportunities for Cobb County voters. We urge you to take the following steps immediately: 

1. Restore additional advance voting locations, including in particular the South Cobb 

Regional Library, which will alleviate the strain on the Riverside Epicenter and the Main 

Office locations. 

2. Expand the dates of advance voting. Provide weekend voting at all locations on December 

20, December 26, December 27, January 2, and January 3, in addition to your current plans 

to provide advance voting on December 19. Offer advance voting on Monday, January 4, 

in accordance with Georgia law.5 

3. Expand the hours of advance voting.  Identify at least five dates on which advance voting 

locations can be opened earlier (at 6am) and remain open later (until 9pm) to accommodate 

voters who have daytime commitments or wish to cast their ballots at lower-traffic hours 

to reduce risk of COVID-19 exposure. 

4. Reopen the Smyrna Community Center and Northeast Art Place locations immediately, 

rather than on December 28, 2020 as currently planned. 

In response to our December 7, 2020 letter, you explained that Cobb County lost several 

of its advance voting managers and assistant managers due to the holidays, the workload, and 

COVID-19 pandemic, necessitating the reduction in advance voting locations. You also explained 

that the reduction was required in part because you expanded the size of your advance voting 

management teams at each location from three-person teams to five-person teams. However, in 

light of the concerning developments during the first two days of the advance voting period, it is 

important for you to explore all options to expand the availability of advance voting, including 

returning to three-person management teams (or using four-person management teams), asking 

poll workers to work slightly longer shifts, and/or training additional poll workers to staff advance 

voting locations. Our organizations remaining willing and ready to provide you with any assistance 

you require, including help recruiting and training additional poll workers. 

 
5  Because the advance voting period ends on a legal holiday, January 1, 2021, see O.C.G.A. § 21-2-385(d)(1)(D), 

the last day of advance voting should be extended to the “next succeeding business day,” or January 4, 2021. 

O.C.G.A. § 21-2-14(a) (“When the last day for the exercise of any privilege or the discharge of any duty 

prescribed or required by this chapter shall fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the next succeeding 

business day shall be the last day for the exercise of such privilege or the discharge of such duty.”).   
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We ask that you respond in writing by the close of business on Thursday, December 17 to 

inform us of the steps you will take to address the concerns raised in this letter. We appreciate your 

time and consideration to this urgent matter.   

Sincerely, 

 

Catherine Meza, Senior Counsel 

Michael Pernick 

John S. Cusick 

Hamida Labi 

NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc. 

40 Rector Street, 5th Fl. 

New York, NY 10006 

(917) 790-3597 

mpernick@naacpldf.org 

 

Aklima Khondoker, Georgia State Director 

All Voting is Local 

The Leadership Conference Education Fund 

2479 Peachtree Road NE, #104 

Atlanta, Georgia 30305  

(678) 628-8298 

aklima@allvotingislocal.org  

 

Pichaya Poy Winichakul, Staff Attorney 

Voting Rights Practice Group 

SPLC Action Fund 

PO Box 1287 

Decatur, GA 30031-1287 

(470) 597-3010 

poy.winichakul@splcenter.org  

 

Rev. James Woodall 

State President, Georgia NAACP 

2001 MLK Jr. Drive SW, Suite 675  

Atlanta, GA 30310 

(912) 688-0147 

statepresident@naacpga.org 

 

April England-Albright, Esq.  

National Legal Director 

mailto:mpernick@naacpldf.org
mailto:aklima@allvotingislocal.org
mailto:poy.winichakul@splcenter.org
mailto:statepresident@naacpga.org
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Black Voters Matter Fund, Inc.  

4751 Best Road, Suite 490 

Atlanta Georgia 30337 

(404) 406-7597 

aprilalbright@blackvotersmatterfund.org 

 

Sean J. Young 

Legal Director 

American Civil Liberties Union Foundation of Georgia 

1100 Spring Street, Suite 640 

Atlanta, Georgia 30309 

(770) 303-8111 

syoung@acluga.org 

 

Cc: Cobb County Board of Commissioners; Cobb County Board of Elections and Registration 

NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (“LDF”) 

Since its founding in 1940, LDF has used litigation, policy advocacy, public education, and 

community organizing strategies to achieve racial justice and equity in the areas of education, 

economic justice, political participation, and criminal justice. Throughout its history, LDF has 

worked to enforce and promote laws and policies that prohibit voter discrimination, intimidation, 

and suppression and increase access to the electoral process. 

All Voting Is Local 

All Voting is Local works to eliminate needless and discriminatory barriers to voting before they 

happen, to build a democracy that works for us all. It is a collaborative campaign housed at The 

Leadership Conference Education Fund, in conjunction with the American Civil Liberties Union 

Foundation; the American Constitution Society; the Campaign Legal Center; and the Lawyers’ 

Committee for Civil Rights Under Law.  

SPLC Action Fund 

The SPLC Action Fund is a catalyst for racial justice in the South and beyond, working in 

partnership with communities to dismantle white supremacy, strengthen intersectional 

movements, and advance the human rights of all people. 

Georgia NAACP 

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) has had an unbroken 

presence in Georgia since 1917. The Georgia NAACP maintains a network of branches throughout 

Georgia, from cities to small rural counties. The Georgia NAACP has been the most effective and 

consistent advocates for African American civil rights in Georgia. 

 

mailto:aprilalbright@blackvotersmatterfund.org
mailto:syoung@acluga.org
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Black Voters Matter Fund 

Black Voters Matter Fund works to increase power in marginalized, predominantly Black 

communities through effective voting and electoral organizing, and by supporting community 

based organizations working on a wide range of issues such as mass incarceration, gentrification, 

redistricting, food security, health care, education, environmental justice, and economic 

empowerment in 11 states. 

The American Civil Liberties Union Foundation of Georgia (“ACLU-GA”) 

The ACLU of Georgia envisions a state that guarantees all persons the civil liberties and rights 

contained in the United States and Georgia Constitutions and Bill of Rights. ACLU-GA enhances 

and defends the civil liberties and rights of all Georgians through legal action, legislative and 

community advocacy, and civic education and engagement. We are an inclusive, nonpartisan, and 

statewide organization powered by our members, donors and active volunteers. 


