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Amir Ali is the Executive Director of the MacArthur Justice Center and co-

directs Harvard Law School’s criminal justice appellate clinic. He has 

successfully litigated civil rights cases at all levels, including multiple landmark 

victories in the U.S. Supreme Court. During the most recent Supreme Court term, 

Mr. Ali successfully argued Thompson v. Clark, persuading the Court to 

recognize a cause of action against police officers who pursue false criminal 
charges and overturning the law that had applied in the vast majority of the 

country. Mr. Ali’s work spans the justice system from end to end: from the 

accountability of law enforcement and prosecutors to the rights of criminal 

defendants, to criminal sentencing and the death penalty, to the rights of 

incarcerated people, to wrongful convictions. Mr. Ali has successfully argued 

some of the most significant cases concerning police violence and the doctrine of qualified immunity.   

 

 

 

 

Jacqueline Ayers is Planned Parenthood’s Senior Vice President of Policy, 

Campaigns, and Advocacy. She is responsible for developing and executing the 

national strategy and management of the legislative policy, organizing, electoral, 

and policy-oriented litigation work. She brings decades of experience developing 

strategies to advance the federation’s legislative affairs, global advocacy, and 

federal and state policy teams, in order to expand laws and policies that increase 

access to health care for all. Prior to joining PPFA for the second time in her 

career in 2013, she served as legislative director for the National Urban League 

and was a legislative aide in the U.S. House of Representatives covering health, 

education, and judiciary issues. She began her career as the associate legislative 

director for the ACLU of Indiana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shannon Baker-Branstetter is the director of Domestic Climate and Energy 

Policy at American Progress. They previously led federal and state policy and 

coalitions on climate, racial equity, transportation, and energy at Dream Corps 

Green For All. Before that, Baker-Branstetter managed the cars and energy 

advocacy team at Consumer Reports and worked for a plaintiff-side employment 

civil rights law firm as well as the U.S. Department of Labor.  

  

Baker-Branstetter earned a J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center, a 

Master of Public Policy from the University of California, Los Angeles, and a 

bachelor’s degree from Yale University. They hold bar licenses in California and 

Washington, D.C.  

 

 

 

Kyana Beckles is a serial social entrepreneur, and advocate for affecting change 

through implementation. She holds a Master’s Degree in Industrial 

Organizational Psychology from the University of Maryland Baltimore County. 

Her entities are outlets to impact social change for the Black community: 
Leverage Assessments affects employability, Community Policing Strategies 

advocates for the use of the intersectionality of Black Expertise and Experience 

to design changes in our communities, and the Black Government Contracting Club utilizes a strategic 

fulfillment approach to increase City, State and Federal spend for Black vendors from 1% to 15%.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Dr. Monica C. Bell is Professor of Law & Associate Professor of Sociology at 

Yale University. Bell works at the intersection of law and sociology, using 

sociological tools to explore a wide variety of legal questions, mostly those 

focused on race and class inequality. Some subject matters that Bell has focused 

on include policing, structural and interpersonal violence, safety and security, 

welfare and public benefits, and housing and residential segregation. Bell's 

scholarship aims to center the voices and perspectives of people who experience 

legal exclusion. She uses multiple techniques for analysis, theory construction, 

and data presentation, with an emphasis on qualitative methodology and 

inductive theory building.  

  

Bell's scholarship has appeared in the Yale Law Journal, American Journal of Sociology, Journal of 

Economic Perspectives, NYU Law Review, Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review, Law & 
Society Review, and other journals. She has also published writing in popular outlets such as Politico 

Magazine, the Los Angeles Review of Books, Inquest, the Washington Post, and The Appeal.  

  

Bell has received recognition for her scholarship, teaching, and mentorship, such as the 2019 Yale Law 

Women Faculty Excellence Award, the 2021 Jane Addams Article Award from the American Sociological 
Association, a 2021-22 Visiting Scholar Fellowship at the Russell Sage Foundation, and the 2022 Derrick 

A. Bell, Jr. Award from the American Association of Law Schools. In earlier years, she was honored as a 

Harry S. Truman Scholar and a George Mitchell Scholar, life-changing opportunities of which she remains 

actively supportive.  

  

Bell, a native of South Carolina's upstate Appalachian region, is a first-generation college graduate and a 

member of the BGLTQ+/QPOC community. She holds a B.A. from Furman University, an M.Sc. from 

University College Dublin, a J.D. from Yale, and a Ph.D. in Sociology & Social Policy from Harvard. 

Between law school and graduate school, Bell clerked for the Hon. Cameron McGowan Currie of the U.S. 

District Court for the District of South Carolina and served as an Arthur Liman Fellow at the Legal Aid 

Society of the District of Columbia, where her work focused largely on TANF legislation and child support 

regulation. Before joining the faculty at Yale, Bell was a Climenko Fellow & Lecturer on Law at Harvard 

Law School  

  

 

 

 

Ben Berwick is a counsel at Protect Democracy, where he leads Protect 

Democracy’s elections and voting rights team. In that capacity, he oversees 

Protect Democracy’s work to ensure that American elections are free and fair. 

Ben is also a lecturer at Harvard Law School, where he teaches the Democracy 

and the Rule of Law clinic. Before joining Protect Democracy, he worked for 

6.5 years in Civil Division of the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Genevieve (“Genzie”) Bonadies Torres serves as Associate Director for the 

Educational Opportunities Project. Genzie’s work focuses on providing Black, 

Indigenous, Latino/a, and other communities of color equal access to a quality 

education through immediate interventions and systemic reform. Genzie’s 

litigation matters include combatting anti-diversity and inclusion efforts that 

censor speech related to race and sex in violation of the First and Fourteenth 

Amendments, promoting equitable access to higher education through race-

conscious admissions and other diversity programs, and combatting the 

predatory practices of for-profit colleges. Genzie currently co-leads litigation 

challenging Oklahoma’s classroom censorship law that severely restricts 

conversations in school around race, sex, and the perspectives of historically 

marginalized communities.  

 

Prior to joining the Lawyers’ Committee, Genzie served as an attorney at Centro Legal de la Raza in 

Oakland, California and a sixth-grade teacher in Phoenix, Arizona. Genzie received her J.D. from Harvard 

Law School and her B.A. from Harvard University.  

 

 
 

 

Gretchen Borchelt is Vice President for Reproductive Rights and Health at the 

National Women’s Law Center in Washington, D.C. She oversees NWLC’s 

advocacy, policy, litigation, and education strategies to promote reproductive 

rights and access to comprehensive, affordable health care, including abortion 

and birth control. Gretchen testifies before lawmakers, serves as a media 

spokesperson, regularly speaks at conferences and other public education 

forums, and has authored numerous pieces on reproductive rights and health. 

 

Prior to becoming Vice President, Gretchen served as Senior Counsel and 

Director of State Reproductive Health Policy at NWLC. Before joining NWLC, 

she worked at Physicians for Human Rights and was a Women’s Law and Public 

Policy Fellow at the National Partnership for Women and Families.   

 

Gretchen is a Professorial Lecturer at George Washington University Milken Institute School of Public 

Health and serves on the Board of Directors of Plan A mobile clinics; the Advisory Committee of COMS 

Project; the Reproductive Health and Access Advisory Group of Urban Institute; and the Advocates 

Advisory Board of SiX’s Reproductive Freedom Leadership Council.   

 

Gretchen is a graduate of Columbia Law School, where she was a Lowenstein Fellow and Harlan Fiske 

Stone Scholar and the University of Virginia, where she was an Echols Scholar.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Rakim H. D. Brooks is the president of Alliance for Justice and a public interest 

appellate lawyer. He is committed to a judiciary that reflects America’s diversity 

and the Constitution’s promise of a more perfect union.   

  

Brooks garnered an outstanding reputation as an innovative strategist, policy 

thinker, and legal advocate in his previous role as Campaign Manager for the 

ACLU’s Systemic Equality Campaign. Prior to his work at the ACLU, Brooks 

was an associate attorney at Susman Godfrey.  There, he sued opioid 

manufacturers, worked to free citizens incarcerated in Dallas prisons at the outset 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, and filed a Supreme Court amicus brief defending 

the right of consumers to have an independent Consumer Financial Protection 

Bureau. Brooks recently served as a member of the Biden-Harris transition team, 

after previously serving as a policy advisor for the Treasury Department during the Obama administration. 

He began his career as a C. Edwin Baker Fellow at the progressive think tank Demos, and currently serves 

on the advisory board for the Brown Center for Slavery and Justice and as a board member of Getting Out, 

Staying Out in his native East Harlem.  
  

Brooks clerked for Justice Edwin Cameron on the Constitutional Court of South Africa and at the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and the D.C. Circuit. He has an A.B. from Brown University; a M. 

Phil in Politics from the University of Oxford, where he was a Rhodes Scholar; and a J.D. and M.B.A. from 

Yale Law School and the Yale School of Management.  

 

 

 

 

Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw, is the co-founder and executive director of 

AAPF and bicoastal professor of law at both UCLA and Columbia, is a 

pioneering scholar and writer on civil rights, critical race theory, Black feminist 

legal theory, race, racism, and the law. Crenshaw’s work has been foundational 

in critical race theory and in intersectionality,  both terms she coined. Crenshaw 

serves on the Committee on Law and Justice of the National Academies of 

Science and on the board of the Sundance Institute. Crenshaw has received 

achievement awards from Planned Parenthood, the National ERA Coalition, and 

the Outstanding Scholar Award from The Fellows of the American Bar 

Association (ABF). She was voted one of the ten most important thinkers in the 

world by  Prospect Magazine.  She received the 2021 Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

Lifetime Achievement Award by the Women's Section of the Association of 

American Law Schools. Most recently, Professor Crenshaw was named the 

recipient of the 2021 AALS Triennial Award for Lifetime Service to Legal Education and to the Legal 

Profession. She is a senior non-resident fellow at the Brookings Institute, and an inductee to The American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Academy of Political and Social Science.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Guy-Uriel E. Charles is the Charles J. Ogletree Jr. Professor of Law at Harvard 

Law School where he also directs the Charles Hamilton Institute for Race and 

Justice.  He writes about how law mediates political power and how law 

addresses racial subordination. He teaches courses on civil procedure; election 

law; constitutional law; race and law; critical race theory; legislation and 

statutory interpretation; law, economics, and politics; and law, identity, and 

politics. He is a member of the American Academy of Arts & Sciences and the 

American Law Institute. He was appointed by President Joseph Biden to the 

Presidential Commission on the Supreme Court of the United States. He is 

currently working on book, with Luis Fuentes-Rohwer, on the past and future 

of voting rights, under contract with Cambridge University Press, which argues 

that the race-based model that underlies the Voting Rights Act has run its course 

and that the best way to protect against racial discrimination in voting is through 

a universal, positive rights model of political participation.  He is also co-editing, with Aziza Ahmed, a 

handbook entitled Race, Racism, and the Law, under contract with Edward Elgar Publishing.  This book 

will survey the current state of research on race and the law in the United States and aims to influence the 

intellectual agenda of the field. 
 

His academic articles have appeared in Constitutional Commentary, The Michigan Law Review, The 

Michigan Journal of Race and Law, The Georgetown Law Journal, The Journal of Politics, The California 

Law Review, The North Carolina Law Review, and others. He is co-author of Election Law in The 

American Political System (with James Gardner) and Racial Justice & Law: Cases And Materials (with 

Ralph Richard Banks, Kim Forde-Mazrui and Cristina Rodriguez). He is co-editor of The New Black: What 

Has Changed And What Has Not With Race In America (with Kenneth Mack) and Race, Reform, And 

Regulation Of The Electoral Process: Recurring Puzzles In American Democracy (with Heather Gerken 

and Michael Kang).His public writings have appeared in the New York Times, Washington Post, L.A. 

Time, Time, The Atlantic, Slate, among many venues.  He has delivered distinguished lectures at various 

universities including University of California, Davis Law School, University of Richmond Law School, 

University of Oregon Law School, William and Mary Law School.  

 

Professor Charles received his JD from the University of Michigan Law School and clerked for The 

Honorable Damon J. Keith of the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. While at the 

University of Michigan, he was one of the founders and the first editor-in-chief of the Michigan Journal of 

Race & Law. From 1995-2000, he was a graduate student in political science at the University of Michigan. 

 

Before teaching at Harvard, he taught at Duke Law School and at the University of Minnesota Law 

School.  He also served as interim co-dean at the University of Minnesota from 2006-2008. He has been 

a visiting professor at Georgetown, Virginia, and Columbia law schools. He was a past member of the 

National Research Commission on Elections and Voting and the Century Foundation Working Group on 

Election Reform. In 2006, he was awarded the distinguished teaching award at the University of 

Minnesota Law School. In 2016, he was awarded the distinguished teaching award at Duke Law School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lisa Cylar Barrett is the Director of Policy and Director of the Washington 

D.C. Office at the Legal Defense Fund. 

  

Ms. Cylar Barrett initially joined LDF as Senior Policy Counsel and in that 

role led the policy efforts related to Economic Justice. Prior to joining LDF, 

Ms. Cylar Barrett served as the Managing Director, Federal Policy at 

PolicyLink. In that position she oversaw the development and execution of 

strategies to advance racial and economic equity on a wide range of issues, 

including infrastructure investment, housing, education, transportation, access to healthy food, water 

and economic inclusion. During her tenure at PolicyLink, Ms. Cylar Barrett led many critical federal 

policy efforts including the successful efforts to include the Promise Neighborhoods cradle to career 

program, and other equity focused language, in the 2015 reauthorization of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act of 1965 thereby securing a federal program focused on providing critical 

social and academic supports to children in communities of highly concentrated poverty; defending the 

Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule and advancing the implementation of the authorized 

Healthy Food Financing Initiative. Prior to joining PolicyLink, Ms. Cylar Barrett was a Senior Associate 

at the Center for the Study of Social Policy (CSSP) where she provided leadership for its efforts with 

federal agencies and other national organizations to advance and promote policies grounded in equity, 
which help to strengthen children and families and help them thrive. 

 

 

Jared Evans is currently employed as a policy counsel with the NAACP Legal 

Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF), the nation’s oldest and foremost 

civil rights law organization. Jared’s practice area at LDF is focused on political 

participation, with a particular emphasis on voting rights, the census, and 

redistricting.  

 

During the 2021 redistricting cycle in Louisiana, Jared led the civil rights and 

racial justice coalition, a group of 16 human and civil rights organizations, in 

advocating for greater minority representation on all governmental and 

legislative bodies, including the Louisiana Supreme Court, the Board of 

Elementary and Secondary Education, and the United States Congress. Jared 

also led the coalition’s efforts in successfully pressuring the Governor to veto 

the racists, unfair, and illegal congressional map passed by the legislature that packed Black voters into just 

one district and lobbying the legislature to sustain the Governor’s veto. The coalition’s efforts resulted in 

the construction of a robust and comprehensive record of racial discrimination at every step of the legislative 

process in preparation for litigation.   

 

Prior to joining LDF, Jared held legislative and policy positions with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, the Louisiana House of Representatives, and served in the offices of former U.S. Senator 

Mary Landrieu and former Louisiana State Representative and Senator Rick Gallot.  

 

Jared is a magna cum laude graduate of Grambling State University and holds law degrees from Southern 

University Law Center and the George Washington University School of Law. He is a member of the 

Washington Bar Association Young Lawyer’s Division, Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., and St. Augustine 

Catholic Church. He also serves as an Adjunct Professor at Southern University Law Center and is licensed 

to practice law in all courts in Louisiana and the District of Columbia.  

 

 

 

 



Lurie Daniel Favors, Esq. serves as Executive Director at the Center for Law 

and Social Justice. She is an activist and attorney with a long-standing 

commitment to racial and social justice. Ms. Daniel Favors earned her J.D. from 

New York University, where she was a Root-Tilden-Kern public interest scholar. 

She graduated from Pennsylvania State University with a BA in African and 

African American Studies, with a Minor in Spanish Language.  

 

Ms. Daniel Favors started her legal career as an attorney in the New York offices 

of Proskauer Rose LLP and Manatt Phelps and Phillips, LLP. She also served as 

a federal court law clerk in the chambers of the Honorable Sterling Johnson, Jr., 

in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of New York. She later founded 

Daniel Favors Law PLLC, a law firm that focused on economic and racial justice.  

 

Before completing law school, Ms. Daniel Favors co-founded Sankofa Community Empowerment, Inc., a 

non-profit organization designed to educate and empower communities of African descent. She later co-

founded Breaking the Cycle Consulting Services LLC, which specializes in creating comprehensive 

professional development for educators, youth education programs and family engagement workshops 

designed to address the crisis in urban education through the use of culturally responsive teaching. Ms. 
Daniel Favors hosts the Lurie Daniel Favors Show on Sirius XM’s Urban View Network.  

 

Ms. Daniel Favors is a contributing author to The Birth of a Nation: Nat Turner and the Making of a 

Movement. She has also penned Afro State of Mind: Memories of a Nappy Headed Black Girl, a coming-

of-age story about a Black girl fighting to find her place in a world where her hair texture and skin color 

did not fit the accepted beauty standard. Through an examination of the history of African textured hair and 

racism, Ms. Daniel Favors identifies Black hair, identity, skin color and self-esteem as areas that are ripe 

with potential for personal and political power.  

 

Ms. Daniel Favors adheres to the West African principle of sankofa and believes one must use the past in 

order to understand the present and build for a brighter future. You can follow her on Twitter; Instagram; 

or Facebook.  

  

 

 

 

  

AJ Davis is a committed community advocate who has dedicated my time and 

career to improving the quality of life to those around me. Much of my efforts 

have been focused on advocating for quality educational opportunities for our 

youth, fair and affordable housing opportunities for people from all economic 

levels and employment opportunities that provide fair and livable wages. I am 

an employee of Charleston County School District and have served on the 

boards of numerous local community organizations and groups often times in a 

leadership capacity. My professional experience has been largely in non-profit 

or community development organizations in both leadership and administrative 

positions.  I also have a consulting business that is targeted towards non-profit 

and community-based organizations called, PeopleDynamics.  I am a father of a 12 year old son, Jelani, 

whom I love dearly. My hobbies include reading, music, exercise, travel (when I have time) and enjoying 

time with family and friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblog.siriusxm.com%2Fjoin-attorney-lurie-daniel-favors-as-she-talks-race-gender-more-in-new-siriusxm-show%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSRohani%40naacpldf.org%7C57a6da23f9c442a41f0608da81584c7c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C637964513918791822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M0zrbrdf5aJcrf6v6t3S%2FnjH1VT32lLghICsJIFnEg8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FLurieFavors&data=05%7C01%7CSRohani%40naacpldf.org%7C57a6da23f9c442a41f0608da81584c7c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C637964513918791822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B1jXIX%2B1HbVg4KrdCrHLd5js1TtKqNGAeQpmRF%2BFCZU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fluriedanielfavors%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSRohani%40naacpldf.org%7C57a6da23f9c442a41f0608da81584c7c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C637964513918791822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RE%2BYgtLaLnxGCQ4w5bvSzHAX69bzY4%2FSLd5FOhu%2FwCk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FLurieDanielFavors&data=05%7C01%7CSRohani%40naacpldf.org%7C57a6da23f9c442a41f0608da81584c7c%7C2967f4d227ee48cd99a70b94ea66a705%7C0%7C0%7C637964513918791822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6bB3i3cNhDEY4lAJqPLyFmcwvNXrB%2BqGX%2FaAOaPmLpk%3D&reserved=0


James D. Esseks is Director of the ACLU Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender 

Queer & HIV Project. Through litigation, legislative lobbying, policy 

advocacy, organizing, and public education, the ACLU seeks to ensure equality 

and justice for LGBTQ people and people living with HIV. 

 

James was counsel in Bostock v. Clayton County, which established that 

LGBTQ people are protected from discrimination under federal law; 

in Obergefell v. Hodges, the case that won the freedom to marry nationwide; 

in United States v. Windsor, which struck down the federal Defense of 

Marriage Act; in Gavin Grimm v. Gloucester County School Board, about 

whether a Virginia school board can bar a boy from the common restrooms 

because he is transgender; in Masterpiece Cakeshop, Ltd. v. Colorado Civil 

Rights Commission, about whether a business open to the public can turn away 

LGBTQ customers based on its religious or artistic objections; and in successful challenges to bans on 

adoption and foster parenting by lesbians and gay men in Arkansas, Florida, and Missouri. 

 

James and the ACLU have also worked extensively to fight anti-LGBTQ and specifically anti-transgender 

bills in the states and to fight the use of religion to justify discrimination against LGBTQ people. The 
National LGBTQ Bar Association awarded James the Dan Bradley Award in 2013, the organization’s 

“highest honor,” recognizing individuals whose work “has led the way in our struggle for equality under 

the law.” 

 

James graduated from Yale College and Harvard Law School, where he was editor-in-chief of the Harvard 

Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review. Prior to joining the ACLU in 2001, he was a partner at Vladeck, 

Waldman, Elias & Engelhard, PC. James clerked for the Honorable Robert L. Carter, United States District 

Judge for the Southern District of New York, and the Honorable James R. Browning, United States Circuit 

Judge for the Ninth Circuit. 

 

 

 

 

Sean Farhang is Elizabeth Josselyn Boalt Professor of Law, and Professor of 

Political Science and Public Policy. His research interests focus mainly on civil 

litigation, and the role of litigation and courts in regulatory implementation, 

with a particular interest in the political and institutional forces that shape it. 

His first book, The Litigation State: Public Regulation and Private Lawsuits in 

the U.S. (Princeton University Press, 2010), examines the sources of private 

litigation in the enforcement of federal law, stressing Congress’s role in 

enacting incentives calculated to mobilize this form of regulatory 

implementation in the American separation of powers context.  The book won 

the American Political Science Association’s Kammerer Award for the best 

book in the field of U.S. national policy. His second book, Rights and 

Retrenchment: The Counterrevolution Against Federal Litigation (with Stephen 

Burbank, Cambridge University Press, 2017), examines the emergence and 

development of the political and legal movement to restrict opportunities and 

incentives for private enforcement of federal law through litigation. His work on the institutional and 

political dimensions of American civil justice has also appeared in numerous social science and law 

journals.   

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aclu.org/cases/lgbtq-discrimination-cases-supreme-court
https://www.aclu.org/cases/obergefell-et-al-v-hodges-freedom-marry-ohio
https://www.aclu.org/cases/lesbian-and-gay-rights/windsor-v-united-states
https://www.aclu.org/cases/gg-v-gloucester-county-school-board
https://www.aclu.org/cases/masterpiece-cakeshop-v-colorado-civil-rights-commission
https://www.aclu.org/cases/masterpiece-cakeshop-v-colorado-civil-rights-commission
https://lgbtbar.org/what-we-do/awards-recognition/dan-bradley-award/


Tonya Farrow-Chestnut, Ph.D., is the Data and Senior Research Analyst at 

the NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc.  

 

Prior to joining the LDF, Dr. Farrow-Chestnut was the research consultant for 

the North Carolina Democratic Party 12th Congressional District Chair.  The 

Chair’s mission: “To make it plain: reach every corner and make sure we show 

up.” Farrow-Chestnut advised on voter registration and performed precinct 

mapping – Geographic Information System (GIS) based and voter analysis.   

 

Prior to applying her skills to voting rights advocacy and redistricting processes, Dr. Farrow-Chestnut was 

the Research Manager for the “How We Rise” project – a novel multi-city project by the Director of the 

Race, Prosperity, and Inclusion initiative at Brookings Institute.  The Brookings “How We Rise” project 

focused on policy solutions to upend structural racism.  She co-authored the Brookings Social Networks in 

Charlotte: Policy Choices, Policy Opportunities.  In addition, she authored the Brookings Social Networks 

Technical Report.  

 

Prior to Brookings, Dr. Farrow-Chestnut was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of North Carolina at 

Charlotte (UNCC) in the Geography and Earth Sciences Department where she authored Environmental 
Justice (EJ), Social Vulnerability and Cascading Disasters white papers and assisted in the development of 

CHASMS conceptual model of cascading disasters and social vulnerability framework during Covid-19, 

resulting in publication.   

 

Before her postdoctoral fellowship appointment, she was a lecturer in the Geography and Earth Sciences 

Department at UNCC.  Preceding her teaching assignments, Farrow-Chestnut was a transdisciplinary health 

geography research assistant in the Public Health Sciences Department at UNCC for the U.S. NC Medicaid 

CAHPS Survey Project.      

 

Dr. Farrow-Chestnut received her PhD and master’s degrees in Urban and Regional Analysis, and 

Bachelor’s in Economics at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.  Her dissertation scholarship 

focused on geospatial patterning of health risks, health disparity, and adverse outcomes applying a novel 

quantitative network approach, and exploratory spatial analysis.  Her Master’s Thesis focused on the socio-

economic Indicators, National Priorities List (NPL) -Superfund Sites and cancer mortality in North Carolina 

using an EJ framework.   

  

 

 

Janel George is an Associate Professor of Law at Georgetown University Law 

Center and the founding Director of the Racial Equity in Education Law and 

Policy Clinic. The Clinic engages law students in legislative lawyering work on 

behalf of clients to address issues of racial inequality in public education. Her 

work and scholarship focus on racial stratification and inequality in U.S. 

education and legislative and policy interventions to help address educational 

inequality. She has written about the resegregation of public schools, 

discriminatory school discipline practices, Critical Race Theory, and resource 

equity. As a civil rights attorney with the NAACP Legal Defense and 

Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF), she worked with several campaigns and coalitions 

to leverage legislative and policy advocacy to advance equal educational 

opportunity. She has served as Legislative Counsel in both the U.S. House of 

Representatives and the U.S. Senate, during which time her legislative portfolio 

included child welfare, civil rights, health care, and education issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.brookings.edu/essay/how-we-rise-how-social-networks-in-charlotte-impact-economic-mobility/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2212420920313303
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/digital/collection/p16062coll9/id/335968
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Stephanie Gidigbi Jenkins advances community-centered projects, racial 

equity practices, and climate resilience principles to promote economic 

opportunity for all. She champions public policy solutions that promote 

economic, social, and environmental benefits for communities. Jenkins applies 

a transformative justice approach to public infrastructure investment. Most 

recently, she was on the board of directors for the Washington Metropolitan 

Transit Authority. Jenkins served as a political appointee in the Obama 

administration, where she advanced the administration’s economic opportunity 

agenda at the Department of Transportation.   

 

 

 

Vanessa N. Gonzalez, MSW, MPA, most recently served as Assistant Vice 

President for Outreach and Strategy at Southern New Hampshire University 

(SNHU). In that work, she partnered with teams across the university to increase 

and strengthen outreach to communities of color and positively influence their 

higher education experience.  

  
Prior to that, Gonzalez served as the Director of Outreach and Engagement in 

the Office of Legislation and Congressional Affairs for the U.S. Department of 

Education. Before serving in the Obama administration, Gonzalez was Director 

of Latino Leadership and Engagement for Planned Parenthood Federation of America and worked as a 

family and child therapist at Southwest Human Development Center in Phoenix, Arizona. She also served 

in the administration of former Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano, held various high-profile political 

campaign positions, and held the role of Communications Director for the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.  

  

Gonzalez currently sits on the board of Inclusv, a nonprofit established to ensure that staff, consultants, and 

vendors of color are found at every professional level within advocacy, policy, and campaigns. She is also 

on the board of the National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health, the only national reproductive justice 

organization dedicated to advancing the health, dignity, and justice for the 26 million Latinas, their families, 

and communities in the United States. Gonzalez received her bachelor’s degree from Sul Ross State 

University in Alpine, Texas and her master’s degree in social work and public administration from Arizona 

State University.  

 

 

 

Fatima Goss Graves is a nationally recognized leader in the fight for gender 

justice and an expert in law, policy, and culture change. She is president and 

CEO of the National Women’s Law Center, president of the National Women’s 

Law Center Action Fund, and a co-founder of the TIME’S UP Legal Defense 

Fund.  

   

Fatima has a distinguished track record working across a broad set of issues 

central to the lives of women and girls – including income security and COVID 

relief, equal pay, ending sexual harassment and violence, health and reproductive 

rights, education access, and workplace justice – with a particular focus on outcomes for women and girls 

of color. She is widely sought after for her effectiveness in the complex public policy arena at both the state 

and federal levels, and regularly testifies before Congress and federal agencies.  

   

Fatima has received numerous awards and recognitions for her leadership, and currently serves as a member 

of numerous boards – in both advisory and governance capacities – including Indivisible and For(bes) the 

Culture. She has appeared as a legal and social commentator on CBS, MSNBC, BBC, CNN, PBS, and NPR, 

and has been published and quoted in numerous outlets, including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, 

Washington Post, BET, Fortune, and The Atlantic. She is a graduate of UCLA and Yale Law School, and 

resides with her family in Washington, D.C.   

 



 

  

Bret Grote (he/him) is the Legal Director of ALC. He is a 2013 graduate of the 

University of Pittsburgh School of Law, where he was recognized as the 

Distinguished Public Interest Scholar for his graduating class. Bret was also the 

Isabel and Alger Hiss Racial Justice Fellow at the Center for Constitutional 

Rights in 2012.  

 

   

   

  

 

Jeryl Hayes has focused her legal career to social justice and gender equity, with 

specific expertise in reproductive health, rights, and justice issues. She currently 

serves as the Movement Building Director at If/When/How: Lawyering for 

Reproductive Justice, where her role is to shape movement building strategies, 

grow and evolve programs, and oversee the mobilization and networking of law 

students and legal professionals to champion reproductive justice within and 
beyond the legal system.  

 

Prior to working with If/When/How, Jeryl worked as the Director, Public Policy 

for Physicians for Reproductive Health, and as the Domestic Policy Analyst with 

Advocates for Youth. After earning her JD from Washington University in St. 

Louis School of Law and LL.M. (with a specialization in gender and the law) from American University 

Washington College of Law, Jeryl completed the If/When/How Reproductive Justice Fellowship Program, 

with placement at the Black Women’s Health Imperative. Prior to law school, Jeryl worked in operations 

at Citizen Schools, and in admissions for her alma mater, the Culver Academies boarding school. 

 

In furtherance of her social justice work, Jeryl served as the Board President of the DC Abortion Fund 

(DCAF), an all-volunteer non-profit that makes grants to pregnant people in the DC area who cannot afford 

the full cost of an abortion. Jeryl previously served as the Chair of the Women’s Information Network 

(WIN), DC’s premier professional, political, and social network dedicated to empowering young pro-choice 

women. She is currently on the Board of Trustees for her undergraduate alma mater, Denison University, 

and is on the Board of Advisors for Answer, an organization dedicated to comprehensive sexual health 

education programs. A native Ohioan, Jeryl is currently based in the Washington, DC area. 

 

 

Marc Hearron is a Senior Counsel at the Center for Reproductive Rights, where 

he is responsible for leading impact litigation on behalf of the Center’s clients. In 

November 2021, he argued Whole Woman’s Health v. Jackson in the U.S. 

Supreme Court. The case challenged Texas S.B. 8, which bans abortion at 

approximately six weeks of pregnancy and is enforced through a vigilante-style 

enforcement scheme of civil lawsuits seeking $10,000 or more against anyone 

who provides or aids and abets a prohibited abortion.   

 

In 2019, Marc was Senior Counsel for Ranking Member Dianne Feinstein on the 

Senate Judiciary Committee, where he led the Senator’s nominations team. His tenure there included the 

confirmation hearings of Justice Kavanaugh. Marc was previously a partner in the Appellate & Supreme 

Court practice at Morrison & Foerster LLP. He is an American Bar Foundation Fellow and was named in 

2015 to the National Law Journal’s list of D.C. Rising Stars and in 2013 to the National LGBT Bar 

Association’s list of best LGBT lawyers under 40.   

 

Marc clerked for Judge Carolyn Dineen King on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit and for 

Judge Sidney A. Fitzwater on the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas. He received his 

J.D. summa cum laude from the Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law, where he was 

Editor-in-Chief of the SMU Law Review.   



  

  

 

 

Damon Hewitt, a long-time civil rights lawyer, social justice strategist,  

philanthropist, manager, and coalition-builder, currently serves as the President 

and Executive Director of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law.  

 

Prior to joining the Lawyers’ Committee, Hewitt served as inaugural executive 

director of the Executives’ Alliance for Boys and Men of Color. He previously 

served as Senior Advisor at the Open Society Foundations where he 

coordinated funding efforts responding to the uprising in Ferguson, Missouri. 

Before entering philanthropy, Hewitt worked for over a decade as an attorney 

at the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund where he was lead counsel 

on litigation and policy matters and supervised teams of lawyers and non-

lawyers. He led pioneering efforts addressing the School to Prison Pipeline and coordinated litigation and 

advocacy efforts following Hurricane Katrina. Hewitt also served as Executive Director of the New York 

State Task Force on Police-on-Police Shootings, an entity analyzing police practices following the deaths 
of off-duty African American and Latino police officers who were shot by fellow officers after being 

mistaken for “criminal” suspects.  

 

Hewitt is co‐author of a book, The School‐to‐Prison Pipeline: Structuring Legal Reform, and has published 

numerous articles on racial justice, school discipline policy and progressive education reform. He holds a 

B.A. in Political Science from Louisiana State University and a J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania 

Law School. 

 

 

 

 Ms. Anne Houghtaling is the Senior Deputy Director of Strategic 

Initiatives at the Legal Defense Fund. Before coming to LDF, Ms. 

Houghtaling was most recently Executive Director of HOPE Fair Housing 

Center in Wheaton, Illinois.  She is an attorney* who has worked in fair 

housing since 1995, with experience in investigation methodology and 

design, developing training and curricula for consumers, fair housing 

advocates and the industry, and creating new fair housing organizations.  She 

also has extensive experience leading fair housing enforcement actions. Ms. 

Houghtaling has led and managed several fair housing organizations, at both the local and national 

level.  She has been an expert consultant in fair housing investigations around the country, has taught 

at the National Fair Housing Alliance’s Fair Housing School© for over a decade, and has  been a speaker 

at a large number of industry and non-profit events. 

 

As Director of Enforcement & Investigations at the National Fair Housing Alliance from 2001-2011, 

Ms. Houghtaling oversaw two major government enforcement testing contracts.   In addition, she 

oversaw several NFHA initiated investigations, including an investigation of builders for compliance 

with the Fair Housing Act’s design & construction requirements, and a national investigation of internet 

housing advertisements.  As a result of evidence from these testing and investigation projects, NFHA 

filed both administrative complaints and federal court litigation.  Both federal and state administrative 

agencies have issued charges of discrimination as a result of Ms. Houghtaling’s inves tigations.  Many 

of these cases have resulted in affirmative relief through conciliation agreements and consent decrees. 

 

 



Byron A. Johns has been a leading advocate for educational equity for over 10 

years, and currently serves as the Education Chair for the Montgomery County 

branch of the NAACP. Since moving to Montgomery County, he has also served 

as the NAACP Parents’ Council Chair and is co-founder of the Black and Brown 

Coalition for Educational Equity and Excellence. At the state level, he worked to 

form the Maryland Coalition to Reform School Discipline in collaboration with 

the ACLU, Open Society Institute, Advocates for Children & Youth, Maryland 

Disability Law Center, and Office of the Public Defender. This resulted in the 

passage of several bills improving the welfare of Maryland’s children, banning 

the suspension of young learners and reducing the disparity in discipline for 

student of color. In 2019 Mr. Johns was honored by the Montgomery County 

Board of Education with the Distinguished Service to Public Education award. During the Covid-19 

pandemic while schools were virtual, he led efforts working with the Children’s Opportunity Fund, 

Montgomery County Public Schools, private childcare providers, and public/private funders to raise nine 

million dollars to serve 1500 students with Educational Equity Hubs — safe, supervised, technology 

enabled in-person learning facilities that support low-income students for whom virtual learning was 

ineffective.  

 
Mr. Johns has been a technology leader in the telecommunications and information systems industry for 

over forty years, and currently is Vice President for a private firm supporting Federal government agencies. 

He previously held executive positions at Capital One Financial Corporation, responsible for Information 

Technology; Convergys Corporation, responsible for international operations in Australia and Latin 

America; and with AT&T Bell Laboratories, responsible for research and development of cellular wireless 

technologies.  

 

Mr. Johns graduated from the Morehouse College and Georgia Tech with Bachelor of Science degrees in 

Physics and Electrical Engineering and received his Master of Science degree in Computer and Electrical 

Engineering from the University of Michigan. He also is a graduate of the Yale University Executive 

Management Program. He has published in the IEEE Mobile Communications Industry journal and is a 

member of the World Affairs Council. He is a past member of the Board of Trustees for Mount Saint Joseph 

College and the University of Cincinnati’s Foundation Board of Trustees.   

 

  

 

Alexsis Johnson joined LDF’s New York office as a Litigation Fellow 

in 2021.  Prior to joining LDF, Alexsis served as a law clerk to the 

Honorable Cornelia T.L. Pillard on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 

D.C. Circuit and the Honorable Margo K. Brodie on the U.S. District 

Court for the Eastern District of New York.  Alexsis also worked as an 

associate in the Complex litigation and Trials group at Skadden, Arps, 

Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP where she litigated complex commercial 

matters and issues related to foreign sovereign immunity.  Prior to 

becoming a lawyer, Alexsis worked as an Associate Publicist at Scribner, 

a book publisher specializing in literary fiction.  
 

Alexsis received her J.D. from Columbia Law School, where she was a James Kent and Harlan 

Fiske Stone scholar and an Essays and Reviews Editor for the Columbia Law Review.  She also 

received the Pauline Berman Heller Prize for achievement related to gender equality and the 

Valentin J.T. Wertheimer Prize in labor law from Columbia Law School.  Alexsis received her 

B.A in English Literature from Yale University.  She is a member of the New York state bar. 
 

 

 

  



Olatunde Johnson is the Jerome B. Sherman Professor of Law at Columbia 

Law School where she teaches and writes about a range of public law matters 

including, anti-discrimination law, racial justice, courts, and the state of 

democracy in the United States.  Professor Johnson is a frequent commentator 

on issues involving civil rights and inequality, the Supreme Court, Congress, 

and judicial nominations.  In 2021, President Joseph S. Biden appointed 

Professor Johnson to the Presidential Commission on the Supreme Court. In 

2017, Johnson was elected a member of the American Law Institute. In 2016, 

she was doubly honored with the Law School's Willis L.M. Reese Prize for 

Excellence in Teaching and Columbia University's Presidential Award for 

Outstanding Teaching.     

  

 Professor Johnson graduated with honors from Yale University and from Stanford Law School.  After law 

school, Professor Johnson clerked for Judge David Tatel on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit 

and for Justice John Paul Stevens on the United States Supreme Court.  Prior to entering academia, 

Professor Johnson served as constitutional and civil rights counsel to Senator Edward M. Kennedy on the 

Senate Judiciary Committee and as counsel at the NAACP Legal Defense Fund (LDF).  

  
 

 

Victor Jones serves as Education Special Counsel at the Legal Defense Fund, 

where he litigates school desegregation and other education civil rights cases. 

 

Prior to joining LDF, Victor served as General Counsel & Senior Policy 

Advisor for the Louisiana Board of Regents, where he developed statewide 

legislation and administrative policies to expand postsecondary education 

access for underserved populations. He also was a Senior Supervising 

Attorney for the Southern Poverty Law Center, where he, through litigation, 

public policy, and public education, lead the Children Right’s Practice Group 

in fighting the school to prison pipeline, fighting for educational equity, and 

protecting children’s access to mental health services in the Deep South. 

Before SPLC, Victor was a litigation and education associate at multi-disciplinary law firms in New 

Orleans. 

 

 

 

 

Pamela Karlan is the Kenneth and Harle Montgomery Professor of Public 

Interest Law and a founder and co-director of the Supreme Court Litigation 

Clinic at Stanford Law School. She has argued nine cases before the Court, 

including Chisom v. Roemer, which held that section 2 of the Voting Rights Act 

applies to judicial elections and Bostock v. Clayton County, which held that Title 

VII prohibits discrimination against LGBT workers.  

 

Pam is an LDF alumna, having served as an assistant counsel from 1986 to 1988 

and then as a cooperating attorney for many years thereafter. Most recently, Pam 

served as the Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the Civil Rights 

Division at the U.S. Department of Justice, where she was also responsible for reviewing the Appellate, 

Voting, Educational Opportunity, and Immigrant and Employee Rights Sections.     

 

Pam’s primary scholarship involves constitutional litigation, particularly with respect to voting rights and 

antidiscrimination law.  She has published dozens of scholarly articles and is the co-author of three leading 

casebooks and a monograph on constitutional interpretation.  She has received numerous teaching awards. 

She is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Academy of Appellate 

Lawyers, and the American Law Institute.  

 



 

 

 

 

Alexis Karteron is a Professor of Law at Rutgers Law School and Visiting 

Professor of Clinical Law at NYU School of Law (fall 2022). She directs the 

Rutgers Constitutional Rights Clinic, which handles cases and matters 

addressing a range of civil rights issues within the criminal legal system, such 

as prisoners’ rights and racially biased police practices. Karteron has also taught 

courses on constitutional law, policing, and education law. In addition to her 

teaching, Karteron engages in scholarship that examines how constitutional and 

civil rights law shape various practices in the criminal legal system, such as 

school policing, stop-and-frisk, and probation and parole supervision.   

 

Karteron previously worked as an attorney at the NAACP Legal Defense and 

Educational Fund and New York Civil Liberties Union, where served as lead 

counsel in one of three cases challenging the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk practices. She also served as Associate 

Staff Secretary in The White House in 2009 and 2010.  
 

 

 

 

 

Diana Kasdan (she/her) directs Judicial Strategy for the U.S. Program at the 

Center for Reproductive Rights. She leads a team developing legal research, 

strategies, and alliances to strengthen and secure federal and state constitutional 

protections for reproductive rights. Diana brings over fifteen years of experience 

as a public interest lawyer and reproductive rights advocate. Before joining the 

Center, Diana was senior counsel at the Brennan Center for Justice, where she 

focused on voting rights and elections. Before that, she served as senior staff 

attorney for the ACLU Reproductive Freedom Project, where she litigated 

reproductive rights cases and led advocacy to improve conditions and care of 

pregnant women who are incarcerated. Diana clerked for the Honorable Nicholas 

G. Garaufis of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of New 

York. She graduated magna cum laude and Order of the Coif from New York 

University School of Law where she served as a note’s editor for the NYU Law Review and was a Hays 

Civil Liberties Fellow. She received her B.A. from Washington University.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

hris Kemmitt is a Deputy Director of Litigation at the Legal Defense Fund 

(LDF). He joined LDF in 2015 as Senior Counsel and has also served as 

Senior Counsel & Director of Professional Development. In his current role, 

Chris maintains an active litigation docket, leads LDF’s qualified immunity 

litigation team, supervises litigation involving both the criminal legal system 

and education, and assists in the management and administration of the 

litigation division. 

 

Chris represents clients at trial, on appeal, and in postconviction proceedings. He is lead counsel 

in Attala County NAACP, et al. v. Doug Evans, a putative class action lawsuit challenging District 

Attorney Doug Evans’ thirty-year practice of using peremptory strikes to systematically remove Black 

prospective jurors from criminal jury pools. He is also lead counsel in Frazier v. Graves, a putative class 

action lawsuit alleging that Arkansas state officials acted with deliberate indifference in failing to 

protect individuals incarcerated in Arkansas prisons from COVID-19. Chris is on the litigation team 

in Scott, et al. v. Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Govt., a federal lawsuit challenging the Louisville 

Metropolitan Police Department’s use of tear gas, pepper balls, and other forms of military-grade 
technology against peaceful protesters following the deaths of Breonna Taylor and George Floyd. 

 

Chris also represents criminal defendants who have been sentenced to death. He currently represents 

Kenneth Reams, who was sentenced to death in Arkansas at age 18. LDF obtained a reversal of Mr. 

Reams’ death sentence in 2018 on ineffective assistance of counsel grounds and continues to seek Mr. 

Reams’ release from prison. In Ball v. Vannoy, Chris was lead counsel in a postconviction challenge to 

Mr. Ball’s conviction and death sentence in a case where the prosecuting attorney had attempted to 

remove every Black juror from Mr. Ball’s jury and where defense counsel had essentially failed to 

conduct a mitigation investigation. In Miles v. California, Chris was the principal drafter of a petition 

for certiorari from the Supreme Court in a case where the defendant was sentenced to death after the 

district attorney disproportionately struck Black prospective jurors and claimed that he had done so 

because they were not upset by the O.J. Simpson verdict.  

 

Outside of the criminal system context, Chris represents clients in education and voting cases. In  Stout 

v. Jefferson County, Chris represents a class of Black schoolchildren in a school desegregation lawsuit 

in Alabama.  In that case, the City of Gardendale sought to secede from Jefferson County Schools and 

create a separate, predominantly white school district.  Chris represented the plaintiffs at trial and on 

appeal, where the Eleventh Circuit prohibited Gardendale’s secession efforts and upheld the trial court’s 

finding that Gardendale had pursued its own school district in order to keep Black children out of its 

schools.  Chris is also lead counsel for the appeal in T.R., by and through Brock v. Lamar County Board 
of Education. T.R. is a fourteen-year-old girl who was strip-searched twice by school officials—once 

after school officials had conclusively determined that she did not possess any contraband. A federal 

district court ruled that the school officials were protected from suit by qualified immunity. On appeal, 

the Eleventh Circuit reversed the district court, ruling that the officials had violated T.R.’s Fourth 

Amendment rights in multiple respects and were not protected by qualified immunity.  Chris previously 

worked on Georgia State Conference of the NAACP, et al., v. Fayette County Board of Commissioners, 

et al., a challenge to the at-large election scheme used by Fayette County, GA to elect its Board of 

Commissioners and Board of Education.  As a result of this case, Fayette County was required to adopt 

district-based voting, which led to the election of the first and second Black members of the Board of 

Commissioners in the history of Fayette County.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

Amber M. Koonce is an LDF/Fried Frank Fellow.  She joined LDF from 

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP, where she maintained an 

active pro bono practice as a Litigation Associate.  Amber previously 

clerked for the Hon. William A. Fletcher on the  U.S. Court of Appeals for 

the Ninth Circuit and worked as a Luce Scholar for the Humanitarian Legal 

Assistance Foundation in the Philippines.   

 

As a committed advocate for incarcerated children, Amber currently represents an individual 

challenging a sentence of juvenile life without parole.  Prior to law school, Amber worked with youth 

detained in North Carolina, Ghana, Scotland, and the Philippines.  While in law school, Amber was an 

active member of the Capital Punishment and San Francisco Affirmative Litigation clinics.  Amber 

founded the international non-profit BeautyGap, which supports the development of girls of color by 

providing them with dolls of color.  Amber’s efforts through BeautyGap have earned her recognition by 

TEDx, The Root, Glamour Magazine, and Cosmopolitan Magazine, among others.  

 
 

Hamida Labi serves as Policy Counsel for the Legal Defense Fund. where she 

engages in policy and legal advocacy at the local, state and federal level on 

issues of educational equity, economic justice and voting, with a focus on Black 

Community in the south.  

 

Before joining LDF, Hamida was National Advocacy and Policy Counsel for 

the ACLU’s Campaign for Smart Justice, an integrated advocacy campaign 

focused on reducing the prison population by 50 percent and ending racism in the criminal justice system. 

In this capacity, she led efforts to end mass incarceration across the Deep South before focusing on 

probation, parole and reentry reform nationwide. Prior to the ACLU, Hamida led state and local campaigns 

to advance educational equity policies in Georgia and Louisiana and worked on the 2012 reelection 

campaign for President Barack Obama in Ohio .  

 

Hamida is a proud graduate of Vanderbilt University and the University of Kentucky College of Law, where 

she served as senior staff editor for the Kentucky Journal on Equine, Agricultural, and Natural Resources 

Law and studied international human rights in the London Law Consortium. During law school, she clerked 

for the Lawyers’ Committee on Civil Rights Under Law and the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.  

 

In 2019, Hamida was selected by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation for the Community Leadership Network, a 

fellowship focused on developing leaders to foster transformational change and advance racial equity. She 

is also on the Executive Board for the National Bar Association’s Civil Rights Law Section and led the first 

Political Action Initiative for New Leaders Council – Atlanta .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Jin Hee Lee is the Senior Deputy Director of Litigation & Director of 

Strategic Initiatives at the Legal Defense Fund. In that capacity, she supervises 

LDF’s litigation and advocacy activities pertaining to criminal justice, 

education, and economic justice, and assists the Director of Litigation in the 

overall management and administration of the entire litigation department. 

In addition to her supervisory responsibilities, Jin is engaged in various 

litigation that advances the rights of people of color. She is the lead plaintiffs’ 

attorney in Davis, et al. v. City of New York and New York City Housing 

Authority, a federal class action lawsuit that is part of the court-ordered monitoring of the New York 

City Police Department (NYPD) and seeks systemic reform of the NYPD’s discriminatory trespass 

enforcement practices against Black and Latino public housing residents and guests. See  Davis v. City 

of New York, 296 F.R.D. 158 (S.D.N.Y. 2013); Davis v. City of New York, 959 F. Supp. 2d 324 

(S.D.N.Y. 2013); Davis v. City of New York, 902 F. Supp. 2d 405 (S.D.N.Y. 2012); Davis v. City of New 

York, 898 F. Supp. 2d 600 (S.D.N.Y. 2012); Davis v. City of New York, 812 F. Supp. 2d 333 (S.D.N.Y. 

2011). She is lead counsel in Reams v. Arkansas, in which the death sentence of a young Black man was 

successfully vacated after raising issues of ineffective assistance of counsel, jury underrepresentation, 

and jury discrimination. 2018 Ark. 324. 
 

 

 

 

 

 Jesse Littlewood is the Vice President for Campaigns for Common Cause. He 

leads efforts to increase the size, political power and influence of Common 

Cause members and supporters through winning campaigns that shift power. 

Jesse also leads the Stopping Cyber Suppression project, working to combat the 

spread and influence of voting and elections disinformation. 

 

Jesse has a background in grassroots organizing and digital strategy. Jesse has served as an Adjunct Lecturer 

at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government and Tufts University teaching courses on social change and 

digital media. Jesse received a B.A. in Political Science from Haverford College. 
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Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas was sworn in as Secretary of the Department 

of Homeland Security by President Biden on February 2, 2021.    

 

Mayorkas is the first Latino and immigrant confirmed to serve as Secretary of 

Homeland Security. He has led a distinguished 30-year career as a law 

enforcement official and a nationally recognized lawyer in the private 

sector. Mayorkas served as the Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security from 2013 to 2016, and as the Director of U.S. Citizenship 

and Immigration Services from 2009 to 2013. During his tenure at DHS, he led 

the development and implementation of DACA, negotiated cybersecurity and 

homeland security agreements with foreign governments, led the Department’s 

response to Ebola and Zika, helped build and administer the Blue Campaign to 

combat human trafficking, and developed an emergency relief program for orphaned youth following the 

tragic January 2010 earthquake in Haiti. Mayorkas also created the Fraud Detection and National Security 

Directorate to better ensure the integrity of the legal immigration system.  

 

Mayorkas began his government service in the Department of Justice, where he served as an Assistant 

United States Attorney in the Central District of California, specializing in the prosecution of white-collar 
crime. After nearly nine years as a federal prosecutor, he became the youngest United States Attorney in 

the nation, overseeing prosecutions of national significance, including the investigation and prosecution of 

financial fraud, violations of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, public corruption, violent crime, 

cybercrime, environmental crime, international money laundering, and securities fraud.   

 

Mayorkas received his bachelor’s degree with distinction from the University of California at Berkeley and 

a law degree from Loyola Law School.  

  

 

 

Terry Ao Minnis is the senior director of the census and voting programs for 

Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC. Mrs. Minnis was part of the 

litigation team in LUPE v. Ross (D. Md. and 4th Cir.) (LUPE I) that challenged 

the administration’s attempted addition of a citizenship question to the 2020 

decennial census. The team, including Mrs. Minnis, went back to court in LUPE 
v. Ross (D. Md.) (LUPE II) to challenge the administration’s plan to collect and 

provide incomplete citizenship data to the states for purposes of redistricting; the 

subsequent Presidential memorandum seeking to exclude undocumented 

immigrants from the constitutionally mandated apportionment; and the Census 

Bureau’s announced plan to end the counting of non-responsive individuals a 

month earlier than scheduled as an unconstitutional and racially discriminatory 

scheme intended to deprive Latinos, Asian Americans, and noncitizens of equal 

representation.  

 

Mrs. Minnis experience on the census spans two decades, having served as a leading authority on census 

campaigns in 2010 and 2020. Currently, Mrs. Minnis co-chairs the Leadership Conference on Civil and 

Human Rights’ Census Task Force. In addition, she was part of  the U.S Department of Commerce’s 2010 

Census Advisory Committee from 2002 through 2011 and the Census Bureau’s National Advisory 

Committee on Racial, Ethnic and Other Populations for two terms from 2013 through 2019.  

 

Mrs. Minnis is a widely respected authority on voting rights as well. She was one of the key leaders in the 

campaigns to reauthorize the Voting Rights Act in 2006 as well as to address the Supreme Court's decision 

in Shelby County v. Holder. Mrs. Minnis has published several articles, chapters in all four editions of the 

ABA's elections handbook and has been counsel on numerous amicus briefs filed before the Supreme Court 

on voting rights cases, including Shelby County v. Holder. Appointed to the American Bar Association’s 

Standing Committee on Elections in 2020, Mrs. Minnis was named one of the four living 2020 National 

Women’s History Alliance Honorees: Valiant Women of the Vote. She is one of NOW’s 100 Sisters of 

Suffrage as part of their celebration of the centennial anniversary of the passage of the 19th amendment. 

mailto:tao@advancingequality.org
mailto:tao@advancingequality.org


Cara McClellan is the founding Director and Associate Practice Professor 

of the Advocacy for Racial  and Civil (ARC) Justice Clinic, the Law School’s  

newest in-house clinic, which  provides students with hands-on experience 

working in civil rights litigation and policy advocacy around systemic 

racism. The ARC Justice Clinic is inspired in part by Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr.’s famous words that “the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward 

justice.” McClellan joins the Law School from her position as Assistant Counsel 

at the NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc., where her work focused 

on increasing education equity and ending the criminalization of Black people. 

She gained litigation experience as the lead counsel on several cases, 

including I.S. et al. v. Binghamton School District, a case challenging a school’s discriminatory strip search 

of four Black and Latina middle school girls. McClellan has also represented students and families in school 

desegregation cases, such as Sheff v. O’Neill, and students and alumni as amici in SFFA v. 
Harvard, defending Harvard’s affirmative action admissions policy. 

 

A Philadelphia native, McClellan graduated from Central High School and spent two years teaching middle 

school in Philadelphia with Teach for America. She has also worked on several cases advocating for civil 

rights in the Philadelphia region, including Holbrook v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, which challenged 
prison-based gerrymandering, and Smith v. City of Philadelphia, challenging the Philadelphia Police 

Department’s indiscriminate use of military-style weapons against protesters, residents, and bystanders in 

a predominately Black West Philadelphia community.   

 

 

 

 

Kesha Moore, PhD, is a Senior Researcher and Development Specialist with 

LDF’s Thurgood Marshall Institute. Prior to joining LDF, Dr. Moore was an 

Associate Professor at Drew University, where she taught Sociology of Race 

& Ethnicity, Urban Sociology, Engendering Prisons and Social Movements as 

well as created numerous campuses-community connections that engaged 

faculty, students, and community-based organizations in meaningful 

collaborations for social justice. Her research focused on exploring the role of structural racism in 

creating and replicating the social problems of mass incarceration, gentrification, and homelessness. Dr. 

Moore has extensive experience working with marginalized communities in the design of innovative 

solutions to the problems of racial and economic inequality. 

 

At Drew University, Dr. Moore was a founding member of the College Bound Consortium: a coalition 

of higher education institutions that provided AA/BA degrees to incarcerated individuals before the 

reinstatement of Pell grant eligibility in 2019. Most recently, Dr. Moore founded and led Neighbors in 

Need, a community-based participatory action research (CBPAR) project, designed to provide housing 

for chronically homeless individuals within Morris County, NJ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Janai S. Nelson is President and Director-Counsel of the NAACP Legal 

Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF). As an organizational thought-leader 

at LDF, Ms. Nelson determines and executes LDF’s strategic vision and 

oversees the operation of its programs. A member of LDF’s litigation and policy 

teams. Ms. Nelson’s extensive civil rights law experience includes expertise as 

a voting rights and election law scholar, serving as one of the lead counsel in 

Veasey v. Abbott (2018), a federal challenge to Texas’s voter ID law, hair 

discrimination advocacy, and testifying before Congress multiple times on 

issues ranging from voting rights and election law to discriminatory practices 

and procedures administered by TSA. 

 

Prior to joining LDF in June 2014, Ms. Nelson was Associate Dean for Faculty Scholarship and Associate 

Director of the Ronald H. Brown Center for Civil Rights and Economic Development at St. John’s 

University School of Law where she is also a full professor of law. Ms. Nelson received the 2013 Derrick 

A. Bell Award from the American Association of Law Schools (AALS) Section on Minority Groups and 

was named one of Lawyers of Color’s 50 Under 50 minority professors making an impact in legal education. 

Prior to joining St. John's faculty, Ms. Nelson was a Fulbright Scholar at the Legal Resources Center in 

Accra, Ghana. She began practicing law as the 1998 recipient of the NAACP LDF/Fried Frank Fellowship, 
following federal district and appellate court clerkships. Ms. Nelson later became Director of LDF’s 

Political Participation Group, overseeing all voting related litigation and matters, litigating voting rights 

and redistricting cases, and working on criminal justice issues. Ms. Nelson has published scholarship in 

leading law reviews and writes for popular press. She has appeared in various media as an expert on race, 

civil rights, constitutional law and election law, and regularly speaks at conferences and symposia 

nationwide. She is a graduate of New York University and received her J.D. from UCLA School of Law.  

 

 

 

 

Shauntay Nelson is All Voting is Local’s Co-Director of States. 

She is a strategist who has spent her career developing emerging and executive 

leaders through the concept that social empowerment is foundational in 

fostering growth. Prior to joining All Voting is Local’s national team, she 

served as All Voting is Local’s Wisconsin State Director; where she initiated, 

developed, and co-lead the Wisconsin Voting Rights Coalition (“WVRC”) to 

ensure access to the ballot. Nelson believes that it takes a combination of creativity and strategy to 

effectively provide tools designed to cultivate power where it belongs: with the people. 

 

Nelson has historically promoted expansion to the ballot through voter education and advocacy. Some of 

her accomplishments include lobbying for the expansion of early voting locations in the city of Milwaukee, 

influencing legislative action statewide, and serving as a national spokesperson on the need for voter 

expansions. 

 

Nelson is a thought leader within her community, a strategist, a public policy guru, and a prolific speaker. 

She was selected as one of the TEDx Talk speakers for Marquette University in 2019. She has been quoted 

by NPR, Urban Milwaukee, Milwaukee Community Journal, the Shepherd Express, and was a guest on 

Milwaukee PBS’s Black Nouveau. She has an appreciation for nature and enjoys taking long walks to 

admire creation when she travels. 

 

 

 



Allison Riggs leads the voting rights program at the Southern Coalition for 

Social Justice, an organization she joined in 2009. In March of 2020, she also 

took over as Interim Executive Director of the organization, and in March of 

2021, became the permanent co-Executive Director.   

  

Her voting rights work over the last decade at SCSJ has been focused on fighting 

for fair redistricting plans, fighting against voter suppression, and advocating for 

electoral reforms that would expand access to voting.  

  

She has litigated redistricting cases on behalf of State NAACP Conferences in 

Texas, Florida, Virginia and North Carolina. In 2018, she argued the Texas redistricting case in the United 

States Supreme Court, and in 2019, she argued the North Carolina partisan gerrymandering case in the 

Supreme Court. Allison works closely with grassroots organizations and communities of color as they seek 

to advance their political and civil rights. She received her undergraduate, Master’s Degree and J.D. from 

the University of Florida.  

  

 

 
  

Ameca Reali is a dedicated and entrepreneurial advocate for freedom and 

justice who is deeply inspired by the philosophies of women like Ella Baker and 

bell hooks. Ameca has been working with people in Louisiana to create 

sustainable, thriving communities that are safe for everyone for over 10 

years.  In 2011, Ameca was awarded an Echoing Green Fellowship for her work 

as the Ameca co-founder and Executive Director of Justice and Accountability 

Center. Under her leadership, JAC developed a mobile expungement clinic 

model to address and eliminate some of the collateral consequences of arrest 

and conviction for thousands of people across Louisiana and advocated for and 

won lower fees and greater access for individuals filing pro-se.   

 

For three years she served as the New Orleans Programs Officer and then Director of Economic Justice 

Programs at the Foundation for Louisiana. There she oversaw the creation of a funding strategy for 

statewide grant-making and programs with a focus on criminal justice reform, housing, public health, arts 

and culture. Her work included supporting the development and incubation of numerous coalitions 

advocating for a vision of safety that goes beyond policing, jails, and punitive systems. 

 

Currently, Ameca serves as the Membership Director at Law for Black Lives, a Black femme-led national 

network of over 6,000 radical lawyers and legal workers committed to transforming the law and building 

the power of organizing to defend, protect and advance Black Liberation across the globe. 

 

Ameca graduated with honors from the State University of New York at Buffalo in 2006 where she earned 

a B.A. in Communication. She earned a J.D. from Loyola University New Orleans College of Law in 2011 

and is licensed to practice law in Louisiana. In her free time Ameca loves to create costumes, craft, cook 

and go on long walks with her two dogs Prince and Rufus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lourdes M. Rosado (pronouns she/her/hers) is the organization’s 10th President 

and General Counsel, and the 3rd woman to lead the organization.  

 

Ms. Rosado brings to this leadership role 25+ years of experience as a social justice 

champion, working to advance the very rights and opportunities that are at the core 

of LJP’s mission. A skilled litigator and appellate attorney, Ms. Rosado has 

successfully led and directed targeted advocacy efforts on a wide variety of civil 

rights issues, including challenging the rescission of DACA and the enactment of the Muslim travel ban; 

fighting dangerous conditions of confinement for youth in correctional and child welfare facilities; going 

after employers who expose employees to sexual harassment and a hostile work place; defeating efforts to 

prevent immigrant children from enrolling in public schools; holding school districts accountable for 

disciplinary practices that discriminate against students based on their race, ethnicity, or disability status; 

and dismantling barriers to quality health care as well as educational and employment opportunities faced 

by people of color.  

 

Ms. Rosado comes to LJP most recently from the New York Civil Liberties Union, where she was the 

inaugural Program Director, overseeing the legal, policy, and field organizing departments, the 

interdisciplinary Educational Policy Center, and the NYCLU’s regional offices. At the NYCLU, and in her 
earlier role as Associate Director of the Philadelphia-based Juvenile Law Center, Ms. Rosado has honed 

her reputation as a strategic thinker who executes multi-prong advocacy efforts—including litigation, policy 

and legislative advocacy, strategic communications, coalition-building, and community education and 

engagement—to advance social justice. Ms. Rosado also has served as the Chief of the Civil Rights Bureau 

in the New York State Office of the Attorney General. In all of her leadership roles, Ms. Rosado has 

demonstrated a commitment to establishing a diverse and equitable work culture where professionals are 

supported and empowered to innovate and engender transformative change on behalf of the communities 

they serve.  

 

Ms. Rosado is a graduate of Swarthmore College, holds a M.A. in Latin American Studies from Columbia 

University’s School of International and Public Affairs, a J.D. from New York University School of Law, 

and a LL.M. from Georgetown University Law Center. Ms. Rosado has received many honors, including 

being named the 2009 Citizen of the Year by the Philadelphia Inquirer for her role in successfully 

advocating that the Pennsylvania Supreme Court vacate the juvenile delinquency adjudications of 

thousands of youth who were victims of the infamous Kids for Cash scandal. She also has served on the 

boards of numerous non-profit organizations.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kathryn Sadasivan joined LDF as a Redistricting Counsel in February 

2021. Kathryn focuses on LDF’s Congressional, state legislative and local 

redistricting. Kathryn speaks to various national, state, and local non-partisan 

groups on race and redistricting. Since joining LDF, Kathryn also has worked 

in Texas to oppose Senate Bill 7 because of its harmful impact on Black and 

brown voters, including by burdening their access to ‘Souls to the Polls,’ and 

criminalizing various aspects of the political process. 

 

Prior to joining LDF, Kathryn served as Counsel at Dēmos, where she 

litigated class action lawsuits in federal district and appellate courts on behalf 

of grassroots organizations led by Black and brown Americans. Kathryn’s docket at Dēmos included 

legal challenges to burdensome remote voting requirements during the COVID-19 pandemic, unlawful 

voter roll purges, state voter registration practices in conflict with the National Voter Registration Act 

of 1993, and the arbitrary disenfranchisement of individuals temporarily detained. Kathryn was 

previously a law fellow, and was later offered a Staff Attorney position, at the Southern Poverty Law 

Center in Montgomery, Alabama. At SPLC, she worked on legal challenges to the application of the 

felony murder doctrine to juveniles and the state’s statutory exclusion of certain juveniles from the 

juvenile justice system. Kathryn also engaged in extensive policy work centered on reforming Alabama 
laws that allow children to be charged and tried as adults in the criminal legal system. Kathryn’s work 

at SPLC included the Center’s Alabama voting rights efforts, including principally drafting an amicus 

brief on behalf of the Alabama Legislative Black Caucus and grassroots organizations in LDF’s 

challenge to Alabama’s discriminatory photo ID law. She also formerly served as a legal consultant to 

the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East in Jerusalem and 

as a Litigation Fellow at LDF. Kathryn also served as co-counsel in a habeas petition on behalf of an 

individual detained at the U.S. Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

 

 

 

 

Aya Saed is Congresswoman Cori Bush’s Counsel and Policy Advisor, where she 

leads the Congresswoman’s work as a member of the House Judiciary Committee 

and the Vice Chair of the Subcommittee on Crime. In this capacity, she works with 

leading and legacy civil rights organizations to improve consequential pieces of 

legislation in the House Judiciary Committee -- including the Domestic Terrorism 

Prevention Act. In addition, Aya covers the Congresswoman’s foreign policy, 

immigration and criminal justice portfolio.   

   

Previously, she was a Bertha Justice Fellow at the Center for Constitutional Rights 

focusing on surveillance, corporate accountability and human rights cases.   

  

She graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 2013 magna cum laude. After graduation, she worked 

in Malaysia for a year as a Henry Luce fellow, then continued her education by pursuing a law and policy 

degree at Harvard Law School and Princeton’s School of Public and International Affairs.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Axel Santana leads the transportation equity work and supports the water equity 

and climate resilience program at PolicyLink. His work involves research, 

writing, and advocacy around mobility justice, climate justice, and the 

intersections of arts, culture, and the various equity issues impacting 

communities of color in California and beyond. In his years at PolicyLink, he has 

helped convene advocates from across the country, collaborated with equity 

leaders on various initiatives, authored blog posts, and developed tools — all in 

service of empowering and lifting the voices of our most vulnerable 

communities. Prior to PolicyLink, Axel was focused on international 

development, spending time in Kenya and El Salvador doing reproductive health advocacy and public space 

rehabilitation, respectively, before ending up in the Bay Area working with an agency supporting asylum 

seekers with legal assistance. Axel received his master's in international policy with a focus on human 

security and development from the Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey. He enjoys 

fitness, traveling, photography, hip hop dancing, and has an eclectic taste in music.   

 

 

 

 
 

 Thomas Saenz is President and General Counsel of MALDEF; he leads the 

organization in pursuing litigation, policy advocacy, and community education 

to promote the civil rights of all Latinos living in the United States in the areas 

of education, employment, immigrants’ rights, and voting rights. Saenz rejoined 

MALDEF in August 2009, after four years on Los Angeles Mayor Antonio 

Villaraigosa's executive team.  He previously spent 12 years at MALDEF 

practicing civil rights law, including four years as litigation director.  He has 

served as lead counsel for MALDEF in numerous cases, including challenges to 

California Proposition 187, California Proposition 227, and California 

congressional redistricting. In 2016, Saenz argued before the U.S. Supreme 

Court in United States v. Texas, representing intervenors defending Obama 

Administration deferred action initiatives.  Saenz graduated from Yale College 

and Yale Law School; he clerked for two federal judges before initially joining MALDEF in 1993. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JP Schnapper-Casteras is the founder of Schnapper-Casteras PLLC and a Non-

Resident Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council. Previously, he served as Special 

Counsel for Appellate and Supreme Court Advocacy at the NAACP Legal 

Defense Fund and in the appellate practice of Sidley Austin LLP. JP has 

published on a range of legal and policy topics in outlets such as The Washington 

Post, Politico, SCOTUS Blog, Harvard Law Review Blog, Harvard Kennedy 

School Review, and World Affairs Journal. He is the Chairman of the Lantos 

Foundation for Human Rights and Justice. JP clerked on the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Fourth Circuit as well as on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 

Armed Forces. He holds a JD-MPP from Stanford Law School and Harvard 

Kennedy School, and an MA and BA with Honors from Stanford University.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Shirin Sinnar joined the Stanford Law faculty in 2012. Her scholarship focuses 

on the legal treatment of political violence, the procedural dimensions of civil 

rights litigation, and the role of institutions in protecting individual rights and 

democratic values in the national security context. Her recent work assesses legal 

responses to hate crimes and domestic and international terrorism under U.S. 

law. She has also written on the capacity of courts, Inspectors General, and civil 

rights offices to monitor and oversee national security conduct. Her articles have 

been published in the California Law Review, Georgetown Law Journal, 

Harvard Law Review, Michigan Law Review, Stanford Law Review, and other 

journals. In 2017, she was the co-recipient of the inaugural Mike Lewis Prize for 

National Security Law Scholarship for her article, The Lost Story of 
Iqbal. Sinnar’s commentaries have also appeared in popular media including the Washington Post, USA 

Today, and Slate.  In March 2021, she testified on anti-Asian hate violence before the U.S. House of 

Representatives Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties. She is a 

member of the American Law Institute and the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights of the San Francisco 

Bay Area.  

  

Sinnar teaches courses in civil procedure, advanced civil procedure, terrorism, and the intersection of race 
and identity with national security.  In 2016, Sinnar was selected by the graduating class as the recipient of 

the John Bingham Hurlbut Award for Excellence in Teaching.  

 

Prior to her faculty appointment, Sinnar taught Legal Research and Writing and Federal Litigation to first-

year law students as a Thomas C. Grey Fellow.  From 2004 through 2009, she represented individuals facing 

discrimination based on government national security policies and unlawful employment practices, first as 

an Equal Justice Works Fellow at the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights of San Francisco and then as a 

staff attorney with the Asian Law Caucus.   Sinnar previously served as a law clerk to the Honorable Warren 

J. Ferguson of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.  She is a graduate of Stanford Law School (J.D. 2003), 

Cambridge University (M. Phil. International Relations 1999), and Harvard and Radcliffe Colleges (summa 
cum laude, A.B. History 1998).  

 

  

  

Avatara Smith-Carrington (they/them) is a Staff Attorney and former Tyron 

Garner Memorial Law Fellow at Lambda Legal, the oldest and largest national 

legal organization committed to achieving full recognition of the rights of LGBT 

people and everyone living with HIV.  

 

Current casework includes serving as lead counsel in Fain v. Crouch, a federal 

lawsuit and putative class action securing summary judgment and enjoining the 

exclusion of gender-confirming surgical care in West Virginia’s Medicaid 

program; counsel in B.P.J. v. West Virginia Board of Education, a federal 

lawsuit challenging West Virginia’s law banning girls and women who are 

transgender from participating in school sports; and counsel in Campos v. 

Cohen, a federal lawsuit challenging North Carolina’s policy requiring 

transgender people to have undergone “sex reassignment surgery” in order to 

obtain an accurate birth certificate. Notable past casework includes, counsel in The Diversity Center v. 

Trump, a federal lawsuit challenging the Trump administration’s Executive Order on Combating Race and 

Sex Stereotyping that prohibits federal contractors and grantees from conducting workplace diversity 

trainings or engaging in grant-funded work that explicitly acknowledges and addresses the existence and 

persistence of structural racism and sexism in the United States.  

 

Avatara was also part of the legal team that secured the release of two asylum seekers living with HIV who 

were detained at an ICE detention facility in eastern Texas; and they were lead on the case In re 
Anderson, which led to the removal of the exclusion of coverage for gender-confirming care from a 

Colorado group health plan.  

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/obamas-lawyers-are-set-to-empower-trump/2017/01/05/42bb1b3e-d13a-11e6-a783-cd3fa950f2fd_story.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/09/11/reform-9-11-terrorism-laws-dont-expand-to-white-supremacists-column/2258400001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2019/09/11/reform-9-11-terrorism-laws-dont-expand-to-white-supremacists-column/2258400001/
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2019/03/domestic-terrorism-christchurch-white-nationalism-trump-muslim-ban.html
https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/cases/fain-v-crouch
https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/cases/jackson_wv_20210526_complaint
https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/cases/campos-v-cohen
https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/cases/campos-v-cohen
https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/cases/the-diversity-center-v-trump
https://www.lambdalegal.org/in-court/cases/the-diversity-center-v-trump
https://www.lambdalegal.org/news/tx_20200501_ice-releases-ll-clients
https://www.lambdalegal.org/news/tx_20200501_ice-releases-ll-clients
https://www.lambdalegal.org/blog/20200610_victory-anti-trans-exclusion-colorao
https://www.lambdalegal.org/blog/20200610_victory-anti-trans-exclusion-colorao


 

 

 

 

Samuel Spital is the Director of Litigation at the Legal Defense Fund. 

 

Prior to joining LDF, Sam practiced for over a decade at two national law 

firms, where he worked with LDF as co-counsel on numerous cases involving 

capital punishment and voting rights.  These included Buck v. Davis, in 

which the Supreme Court held that LDF-client Duane Buck’s constitutional 

rights were violated when Mr. Buck’s own trial counsel presented an 

“expert” who falsely testified that Mr. Buck was more likely to commit future 

acts of criminal violence because he is Black, and Williams v. Allen, in which 

the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals granted habeas corpus relief after the 

trial judge had overrode the jury’s 9-3 vote in favor of a life sentence and imposed death 

instead.  In Northwest Austin Municipal Utility District No. 1 v. Holder and Shelby County v. Holder, 

Sam was an integral member of the LDF-led teams that represented Black voters who intervened to 

defend the constitutionality of the Voting Rights Act.  Sam’s extensive experience in civil rights 
litigation also includes successfully representing three men who served between 25 and 40 years in 

solitary confinement-type conditions at the Louisiana State Penitentiary at Angola.  

 

 

 

 

 

Marbre Stahly-Butts, Executive Director of Law for Lives, works closely with 

organizers and communities across the country to advance and actualize radical 

policy. She currently serves on the Leadership Team of the Movement for Black 

Lives Policy Table and helped develop the Vision for Black Lives Policy 

Platform. Since graduating from Yale Law School four years ago, Marbre has 

supported local and national organizations from across the country in their 

policy development and advocacy. She joined the Center for Popular Democracy 

as a Soros Justice Fellow in Fall 2013. Her Soros Justice work focused on 

organizing and working with families affected by aggressive policing and 

criminal justice policies in New York City in order to develop meaningful 

bottom-up policy reforms. While in law school, Marbre focused on the intersection of criminal justice and 

civil rights and gained legal experience with the Bronx Defenders, the Equal Justice Initiative, and the 

Prison Policy Initiative. Before law school Marbre received her Master’s in African Studies from Oxford 

University and worked in Zimbabwe organizing communities impacted by violence and then in South 

Africa teaching at Nelson Mandela’s alma mater. Marbre graduated from Columbia University, with a BA 

in African American History and Human Rights.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Raymond “Ray” Tolentino is a partner at Kaplan Hecker & Fink LLP. He 

specializes in appellate and complex civil litigation and has substantial 

experience representing clients in matters related to administrative, 

constitutional, employment, healthcare, and civil rights law. Ray is a member of 

the Edward Coke Appellate Inn of Court, was recently recognized by the Legal 

500 US for his skill as an appellate litigator and was selected by Law dragon 
500 as a 2021 Leading Plaintiff Employment & Civil Rights Lawyer. In October 

2020, Ray took a leave of absence from the firm to serve as Special Counsel to 

Senator Amy Klobuchar on the Senate Judiciary Committee for the Supreme 

Court nomination of Justice Amy Coney Barrett. Ray has litigated a wide array 

of commercial, constitutional, and civil rights cases and has served as the 

principal author of dozens of briefs filed in the U.S. Supreme Court, federal courts of appeals, and federal 

and state trial courts. Ray regularly advises companies in high-stakes trial litigation and regulatory matters. 

Ray recently served among trial counsel for several plaintiffs in securing a landmark multimillion-dollar 

verdict against the neo-Nazis and white supremacists who organized the racially motivated violence in 

Charlottesville, Virginia in the summer of 2017.  
 

In addition to his litigation experience, Ray co-authored a 2021 Brookings Institute Report entitled Fulton 

County, Georgia’s Trump Investigation: An Analysis of the Reported Facts and Applicable Law, alongside 

former Ambassador Norman Eisen, Joshua Matz, Donald Ayer, Gwen Keyes Fleming, Jason Harrow, and 

Colby Galliher. Ray is also an active member of Kaplan Hecker’s Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Committee 

and is the firm’s 2021 Fellow to the Leadership Council on Legal Diversity. He serves as a mentor to law 

students for The Appellate Project, APABA-DC, and the Justice Initiative. Ray serves as an Adjunct 

Professor of Law at Georgetown University Law Center, where he teaches an Advanced Legal Writing 

seminar and co-teaches “Constitutional Litigation and the Executive Branch.”  

 

Ray joined Kaplan Hecker from Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP, where he was a member of the 

firm’s Supreme Court and Appellate group. During his tenure at Akin Gump, Ray successfully argued an 

appeal on behalf of a civil rights plaintiff in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit; cross-examined 

a police officer and argued a suppression motion on behalf a criminal defendant in Maryland state court; 

spearheaded pro bono litigation securing asylum for an Ethiopian woman who suffered persecution and 

torture in her home country; and briefed numerous matters on behalf of individuals, casinos, sports leagues, 

trade associations, as well as companies in the retail, telecommunications, biotechnology, healthcare, and 

financial services industries.   

 

Ray has served as a law clerk at every level of the federal judiciary, having clerked for the Hon. Sonia 

Sotomayor of the Supreme Court of the United States, the Hon. Cornelia T.L. Pillard of the United States 

Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, the Hon. M. Margaret McKeown of the United States Court of 

Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and the Hon. Kiyo A. Matsumoto of the United States District Court for the 

Eastern District of New York. In between clerkships, Ray also worked as an associate at Bancroft PLLC 

where he worked closely with a former U.S. Solicitor General.   

 

Ray graduated summa cum laude from the Georgetown University Law Center, where he received the 

Francis E. Lucey, S.J. Award for graduating first in his class, among other academic honors. As a 

Georgetown Law student, Ray served as an intern at the U.S. Department of Justice (for both the Civil 

Appellate Division and the Civil Rights Division) and was Senior Articles Editor and a member of the 

Senior Executive Board and Diversity Review Board of The Georgetown Law Journal. He also built 

substantial research, clinical, and teaching experience at the Law Center, and maintained an active pro bono 

practice. Ray received his B.A. in English from Georgetown, where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and 

graduated summa cum laude.   

 

 



Jerry Vattamala is the Director of the Democracy Program at the Asian 

American Legal Defense and Education Fund (AALDEF).  Jerry has been a 

leader in collecting electoral data on and protecting Asian American voters, 

organizing AALDEF’s National Asian American Exit Poll and Voter Protection 

Program which deployed over 600 volunteers in 14 states and Washington DC, 

to survey and protect over 8,000 Asian American voters on Election Day 

2018.  Jerry has also organized the Asian American community for redistricting, 

serving as AALDEF’s lead attorney on New York’s Favors v. Cuomo federal 

redistricting litigation, resulting in more Asian majority and influence districts at 

all legislative levels. Jerry has also testified on behalf of the Asian American 

community before the House Judiciary Committee and the U.S. Commission on 

Civil Rights and observes elections for compliance with state and federal voting 

laws across the country.  Jerry litigates cases concerning violations of Sections 203 and 208 of the Voting 

Rights Act and regularly meets with Boards of Elections across the country to ensure full compliance with 

federal and local language assistance provisions and the Help America Vote Act.  Jerry is also an Adjunct 

Professor of Law at New York Law School.  Prior to joining AALDEF, Jerry worked as a commercial 

litigator at Proskauer Rose LLP.  Jerry received a Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Engineering 

from Binghamton University and is a graduate of Hofstra University School of Law.  
 

 

 

 

Leah Watson (she/her) is a Senior Staff Attorney with the ACLU’s Racial 

Justice Program, where she leads investigations and litigation to challenge 

classroom censorship efforts (education gag orders), bias in policing, the 

criminalization of poverty, and racial disparities during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

She is currently litigating classroom censorship laws in Florida, Oklahoma, and 

New Hampshire.  She also investigated connections between law enforcement 

and armed civilians at the protests following the shooting of Jacob Blake in 

Kenosha.  Previously, she was Senior Counsel in the Criminal Justice Project at 

the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, where she led litigation 

challenging debtors’ prisons and excessive fines and fees practices in Arkansas 

and Oklahoma. She launched P.R.O.T.E.C.T.: A Guide for Law Enforcement 

Engagement with Students of Color. Leah earned her J.D. from Harvard Law School. Prior to law school, 

she taught high school in Atlanta, Georgia through Teach for America. Leah earned her B.A. magna cum 

laude in Communication Studies and Sociology from Vanderbilt University.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Meredith R. Weisel serves as the Regional Director of the ADL (the Anti-

Defamation League) Washington, D.C. Regional Office. Since its founding in 

1913, ADL has been a leading anti-hate and civil rights organization committed 

to stopping the defamation of the Jewish people and securing justice and fair 

treatment to all.  ADL is dedicated to combating antisemitism, prejudice, and 

bigotry of all kinds, as well as defending democratic ideals and promoting civil 

rights. ADL has long been recognized as a leading resource on effective 

responses to violent bigotry, drafting model hate crime statutes for state 

legislatures, investigating extremist threats across the ideological spectrum, and providing resources, 

expertise and educational briefings that enable law enforcement, educators, the tech industry, public 

officials and community leaders ways to effectively address and counter threats to our communities. 

Meredith is the first woman to lead the D.C. office where she plans, executes, and oversees the direction 

and administration of all regional office activities in order to advance ADL’s mission in the D.C region, 

which serves the District of Columbia, Maryland, North Carolina and Virginia. She is an experienced 

attorney and government relations professional who has spent decades engaged in public policy and 

community issues in the Greater Washington area. Additionally, she serves on the advisory board of the 

Thurgood Marshall College Fund Payne Center for Social Justice, is active at her synagogue Shaare Torah 

and most recently served for 3 ½ years on the Montgomery County Commission for Women. Meredith 

joined ADL in 2019 after serving as the Director of Maryland Government and Community Relations for 

the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) of Greater Washington. During her time at the JCRC she 

helped to advance legislative priorities that focused on advocating for strengthening hate crimes laws, 

confronting, and educating about antisemitism, securing security funds for houses of worship, schools and 

childcare centers at-risk of hate crimes, enhancing Holocaust education, and more. Meredith also previously 

was the principal owner of Weisel Government Relations, LLC, where she provided clients in Maryland 

with governmental affairs and relations consulting on legislative action and public policy solutions, 

community relations, political affairs, lobbying and legal services. At the same time, she also served as one 

of partners at Government Affairs Strategies, LLC, which helped to develop strategic visions for clients 

nationally to help them achieve successful public policy, political affairs, and public advocacy outcomes. 

Finally, Meredith served for 9 1/2 years in-house as the Vice President of Public Policy for Maryland and 

Legal Counsel for the Greater Capital Area Association of REALTORS®, Inc. (GCAAR). She represented 

GCAAR at the state and local government level in Maryland from 2000 through 2015 where she served as 

the Maryland state and local lobbyist, representing real estate professionals on numerous local, state, and 

federal legislative initiatives. She holds a B.A. from American University in an interdisciplinary study of 

Communications, Legal Institutions, Economics and Government and a J.D. from the Widener University 

School of Law. Meredith is admitted to practice law in Maryland. She lives with her husband and their 

2children, and their beloved dog in North Potomac, Maryland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Michaele N. Turnage Young serves as Senior Counsel at the NAACP Legal 

Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (“LDF”), where she litigates education 

cases.  

 

Ms. Turnage Young serves as counsel in Arnold v. Barbers Hill Independent 

School-District, wherein the Court enjoined enforcement of a dress code 

provision that would have confined students who wore uncut locs to in-school 

suspension and excluded them from school activities. The Court’s decision, which 

recognized LDF’s clients’ likelihood of success on their race discrimination, sex 

discrimination, and freedom of expression claims, has led multiple school districts 

to revise their dress codes to remove discriminatory language.  

 

Ms. Turnage Young also represents 25 Harvard student and alumni organizations as amici curiae in SFFA 
v. Harvard, wherein she co-authored briefs arguing that the court should uphold settled law allowing 

universities to consider race, as one of many factors, in admissions so that universities can assemble diverse 

student bodies and students can enjoy the educational benefits of diversity.  Ms. Turnage Young also 

represents amici curiae in the lawsuits concerning the admissions processes for the Thomas Jefferson High 

School for Science and Technology in Northern Virginia and for the magnet middle schools of Montgomery 
County, Maryland.  In addition, Ms. Turnage Young represents thousands of Black children and their 

parents in school desegregation cases in Florida, Alabama, Georgia, and Louisiana.  Since the onset of the 

pandemic, Ms. Turnage Young has advocated for schoolchildren to receive meals and instruction, leading 

thousands of students to begin receiving meals and instruction.  Ms. Turnage Young has discussed her work 

on MSNBC, the CBS Evening News, the BBC World News, CSPAN, and Pod Save the People, among 

others.   

 

Prior to joining LDF in 2017, Ms. Turnage Young served as a Trial Attorney with the Educational 

Opportunities Section of the Civil Rights Division of the United States Department of Justice.  There, she 

prosecuted 13 school desegregation cases in seven federal court jurisdictions across the country. Her efforts 

led school districts to desegregate their students and faculties, equalize access to course offerings, equalize 

their facilities, transform their discipline practices, and dramatically reduce the amount of instructional time 

students lost to exclusionary discipline. Ms. Turnage Young received the Attorney General’s Special 

Achievement Award in recognition of her work advancing educational equity.  

 

Ms. Turnage Young clerked for the Honorable Joan B. Gottschall of the United States District Court for 

the Northern District of Illinois. She received her law degree from Harvard Law School, where she served 

as a student attorney with the Harvard Legal Aid Bureau and as an editor of the Harvard Civil Rights-Civil 

Liberties Law Review. Ms. Turnage Young earned her undergraduate degree from UCLA.  

  

  

https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/court-grants-ldfs-request-to-enjoin-enforcement-of-a-discriminatory-dress-and-grooming-policy-against-a-black-high-school-student/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/court-grants-ldfs-request-to-enjoin-enforcement-of-a-discriminatory-dress-and-grooming-policy-against-a-black-high-school-student/
http://www.defenddiversity.org/
http://www.defenddiversity.org/
https://www.naacpldf.org/press-release/louisianas-governor-requires-schools-to-provide-meals-and-instruction-for-the-states-children-in-line-with-ldfs-recommendations/
https://www.naacpldf.org/news/ldf-senior-counsel-michaele-turnage-young-discusses-college-admissions-scandal-msnbc/
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/doj-sides-with-asian-american-students-in-suit-against-harvard/
https://www.c-span.org/person/?109950
https://crooked.com/podcast/worthy/


 

  

Maya Wiley is the president and CEO of The Leadership Conference on Civil 

and Human Rights and The Leadership Conference Education Fund. A nationally 

respected civil rights attorney, Wiley has been a litigator at the ACLU, NAACP 

Legal Defense Fund, Inc., and the US Attorney’s Office for the Southern District 

of New York. She has been a program creator in philanthropy, non-profits, 

government, and higher education. She helped create a criminal justice program 

for a major foundation in South Africa. Wiley co-founded and led a national 

policy advocacy organization, the Center for Social Inclusion, now a part of Race 

Forward, a national policy strategy organization working to end structural racism. 

She became the first Black woman to be Counsel to a New York City Mayor, Bill 

de Blasio, where she worked to protect and expand civil rights, Minority and 

Women-Owned Business contracts and broadband access. Wiley became a 

Senior Vice President for Social Justice at the New School University, where she also founded the Digital 

Equity Laboratory. While there, she chaired the New York City Civilian Complaint Review Board (CCRB). 

As chair, she led the release of the “hold” on proceedings against Daniel Pantaleo whose illegal chokehold 

killed Eric Garner and Co-Chaired the Mayor’s School Diversity Advisory Group that authored two major 
reports on integrating New York City public schools. Wiley has received numerous awards, and has been 

a public voice for rights, justice, and democracy, through written opinion editorials and as a legal analyst 

for NBC News and MSNBC. 

 

 

 

  

 

Janelle Wong is a professor of Asian American Studies at the University of 

Maryland, College Park. Her research is on Asian American racial position and 

public opinion. She is co-Director of AAPI Data and is also on the board of the 

Montgomery County Progressive Asian American Network. She has co-authored 

briefs filed in the SFFA v. Harvard and Coalition for TJ v. FCSB cases. 

representing social science perspectives in defense of diversity and access to 

education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

John C. Yang is the president and executive director of Asian Americans 

Advancing Justice | AAJC in Washington, D.C., where he leads the 

organization’s mission to advance the civil and human rights of Asian Americans 

and to build and promote a fair and equitable society for all through policy 

advocacy, education, and litigation. He has served in leadership positions for the 

American Bar Association, the National Asian Pacific American Bar 

Association, and the National Council of Asian Pacific Americans, among many 

others. Prior to Advancing Justice | AAJC, John had served as a political 

appointee in the Obama Administration, the Asia-Pacific Legal Director of a 

Fortune 200 company, and as a partner at a large D.C.-based law firm. He also 

serves on the diversity council for several Fortune 500 U.S. companies.  

 

 

 

 
 Kenji Yoshino is the Chief Justice Earl Warren Professor of Constitutional Law 

at NYU School of Law and the Director of the Center for Diversity, Inclusion 

and Belonging. A graduate of Harvard (AB summa cum laude), Oxford (MSc as 

a Rhodes Scholar) and Yale (JD), he specializes in constitutional law, 

antidiscrimination law, and law and literature. He received tenure at Yale Law 

School, where he served as Deputy Dean before moving to NYU. Yoshino has 

published in major academic journals, including the Harvard Law Review, the 

Stanford Law Review, and the Yale Law Journal. He has also written for more 

popular forums, including the Los Angeles Times, the New York Times, and the 

Washington Post. Yoshino is the author of three books. His fourth book (co-

authored with David Glasgow) is on the topic of allyship and will be published by Simon and Schuster in 

February 2023. Yoshino has served as the President of the Harvard Board of Overseers. He currently serves 

on the Board of the Brennan Center for Justice, on advisory boards for diversity and inclusion for Morgan 

Stanley and Charter Communications, and on the board of his children’s school. He has won numerous 

awards for his teaching and scholarship, including the American Bar Association’s Silver Gavel Award, 

the Peck medal in jurisprudence, and the University’s Distinguished Teaching Award. He lives in 

Manhattan with his husband, two children, and a Great Dane. 

  

 

 

 

Additional Guest Speakers 
 

Kristen Clarke, Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Justice 

Kevin Jason, Assistant Counsel, Legal Defense Fund 

Anthonine Pierre, Executive Director, Brooklyn Movement Center 

Megan Haberle, Senior Director of Policy, National Community Reinvestment Coalition 

Prof. Fred Smith, Jr, Professor of Law, Emory University School of Law 

Lecia Brooks, Chief of Staff and Culture, Southern Poverty Law Center 

Sheena Mathews, Director of Movement Partnerships and Engagement, Planned Parenthood Action Fund 

Charles McLaurin, Senior Counsel, Legal Defense Fund 


