
 

 

 

 

June 22, 2020 

 

 

Sent via electronic mail 

Senator Mitch McConnell    Senator Chuck Schumer  

United States Senate      United States Senate   

317 Russell Senate Office Building    322 Hart Senate Office Building  

Washington, D.C. 20510     Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Re: Vote NO on the Motion to Proceed - S. 3985 the JUSTICE Act 

 

Dear Senators Schumer and McConnell: 

 

 On behalf of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. (LDF), we write to 

express our opposition to the Just and Unifying Solutions to Invigorate Communities Everywhere 

(JUSTICE) Act, S. 3985.  The JUSTICE Act fails to respond to decades-long demands for police 

accountability and reforms. Instead, it allows federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies to 

continue to use policing tactics that have been known to hurt communities of color, such as 

chokeholds and no-knock warrants.  In this moment, we cannot support legislation that does not 

embody a strong accountability framework for police officers and other law enforcement who 

engage in misconduct as well as needed reforms to policing practices.  

 

LDF is the nation’s oldest civil rights legal organization.  For 80 years, we have used 

litigation, policy advocacy, community organizing and strategic communications to advance 

equality and racial justice in the areas of education, political participation, economic justice and 

criminal justice.  In 2015, LDF launched its Policing Reform Campaign to transform policing 

culture and practices, eliminate racial bias and profiling in policing, and end police violence against 

residents of this country.1   

 

For the past several months, the nation has grappled with incident after incident of violence 

against Black Americans by former and current law enforcement officers. In February 2020, 

Ahmaud Arbery, a 25-year-old Black man was taking his usual jog through a white suburb of 

Brunswick, Georgia when a former local police officer and his son chased him with their pick-up 

truck and savagely killed him with a shot gun.2  On March 13, 26-year-old Breonna Taylor, a Black 

woman and devoted Emergency Medical Technician, was sleeping in her bed when six Louisville 

Metropolitan Police Department officers executed a no-knock warrant by bursting into her 

 
1 See, NAACP LDF, Thurgood Marshall Institute, Policing Reform Campaign, 

https://tminstituteldf.org/advocacy/campaigns/policing-reform/about/ 
2 Richard Fausset, What We Know About the Shooting Death of Ahmaud Arbery, The New York Times, June 4, 2020, 

www.nytimes.com/article/ahmaud-arbery-shooting-georgia.html. 
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apartment and shooting Ms. Taylor multiple times killing her.3  In May, George Floyd, a 46-year-

old Black father and brother, made a purchase at a local store where the owner accused him of 

using a counterfeit $20 bill. Four Minneapolis Police Department officers approached Mr. Floyd 

to question him. Ultimately, one officer handcuffed Mr. Floyd, wrestled him to the ground and 

pinned him down by placing his knee on Mr. Floyd’s neck for almost nine minutes as he pleaded 

for his life crying “I can’t breathe” until he succumbed to the officer’s brutal treatment. Two other 

officers kneeled on Mr. Floyd’s handcuffed body and another watched and did nothing.4  And, in 

June, an Atlanta police officer shot and killed Rayshard Brooks, a Black father and husband, as he 

ran away.5  

 

This year alone, law enforcement officers killed more than 1,000 people in the United 

States,6 and Black people are disproportionately more likely than white people to be killed by 

police. Residents of this country of all races and ethnicities have participated in demonstrations 

for almost a month demanding police accountability and reforms.  On June 1, 2020, LDF joined 

over 400 civil and human rights organizations in sending Members of Congress a letter outlining 

an accountability framework for misconduct, ways to improve transparency and other needed 

reforms.  The following priorities were detailed in that letter:  (1) the creation of a use of force 

standard that allows force when necessary and as a last resort; (2) a ban on chokeholds; (3) a ban 

on racial profiling; (4) the establishment of a police misconduct registry; (5) the inclusion of a 

“reckless” standard in 18 U.S.C. Section 242 that enables federal prosecutors to hold law 

enforcement accountable for criminal civil rights violations; (6) a prohibition on no-knock 

warrants, especially in drug cases; (7) the elimination of the judge-made doctrine of qualified 

immunity, which allows officers and other government actors to evade accountability when they 

violate individuals’ rights; and (8) the demilitarization of law enforcement agencies. These policies 

are captured in S. 3912, the Justice in Policing Act of 2020.  They are absent from the JUSTICE 

Act.  

 

An additional concern is that the JUSTICE Act provides over $7 billion of federal funding 

to law enforcement agencies.  This funding ignores the public demands  to reimagine public safety 

by shrinking the purview of law enforcement and providing better funding to agencies equipped 

to address the critical needs of communities such as social services, mental health services, and 

education.  

 

The recommendations for police reforms submitted by LDF and its coalition partners focus 

on police accountability because that is what this moment requires. Communities of color are 

weary of efforts that pour more funding into police departments to purchase equipment, such as 

body-worn cameras, and provide the same training to officers while Black and Brown Americans 

continue to be brutalized, and often killed, at the hands of police.  Furthermore, it is critical that 

 
3 AJ Willingham, Breonna Taylor would have been 27 today. Here's where her case stands, CNN, June 5, 2020, 

www.cnn.com/2020/06/05/us/breonna-taylor-birthday-charges-arrests-case-trnd/index.html. 
4 Phil P. Murphy, New video appears to show three police officers kneeling on George Floyd, CNN, June 3, 2020, 

www.cnn.com/2020/05/29/us/george-floyd-new-video-officers-kneel-trnd/index.html. 
5 Brittany Shammas, Ex-Atlanta officer charged with killing Rayshard Brooks reprimanded for pointing gun at car in 

2016, The Washington Post, June 20, 2020, www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/06/20/former-atlanta-officer-

charged-with-killing-rayshard-brooks-reprimanded-pointing-gun-car-2016/. 
6 Database of Police Shooting since 2015. (May 29, 2020). Fatal Force, The Washington Post,  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-shootings-database/.  

http://www.cnn.com/2020/06/05/us/breonna-taylor-birthday-charges-arrests-case-trnd/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2020/05/29/us/george-floyd-new-video-officers-kneel-trnd/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/06/20/former-atlanta-officer-charged-with-killing-rayshard-brooks-reprimanded-pointing-gun-car-2016/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/06/20/former-atlanta-officer-charged-with-killing-rayshard-brooks-reprimanded-pointing-gun-car-2016/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/investigations/police-shootings-database/


3 

 

Congress exercise its legislative and oversight authority to require federal agencies that provide 

grants to law enforcement to aggressively enforce civil rights laws or risk termination of those 

funds. 

For these reasons, we urge you to vote no on the motion to proceed with consideration of 

the JUSTICE Act and instead advance reforms that will hold law enforcement accountable and 

offer more transparency of policing practices such as those embodied in S.3912, the Justice in 

Policing Act of 2020.   

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact myself or Monique 

Dixon, Deputy Director of Policy and Director of State Advocacy at (202) 682-1300.  

 

Sincerely yours,  

 

       
      Lisa Cylar Barrett 

      Director of Policy  

 

 

cc: Members of the Senate 

 

  


