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June 3, 2020 
 
BY ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
David Cooper 
Nancy Savasta 
Genevieve Nelson 
Raju Sundaran 
New York City Law Department 
100 Church Street 
New York, NY 10007 
 
 Re: Racial Justice Protests and Police Badges 
 
Dear Counsel: 

We write with grave concerns about the New York City Police Department’s (“NYPD”) 
failure to comply with the Right to Know Act (“RTKA”) and Patrol Guide 204-17 by allowing 
officers to cover their badges in a manner that prevents the public from ascertaining important 
information about the officer. By this letter, we request that the NYPD immediately require all 
officers to remove any covering that obstructs public view of any officer’s badge, with special 
attention to any commands that respond to protests within the City. Given the importance of 
officer identification during the widespread protests against discriminatory policing and police 
violence that are presently taking place throughout the City, we further request that you provide 
detailed information about what steps the NYPD has taken to comply with the Right to Know 
Act and Patrol Guide 204-17 by close of business tomorrow.  

As you know, the police killing of George Floyd and other Black people in New York 
City and other jurisdictions, as well as the continued concerns about racial discrimination in the 
NYPD’s enforcement activities, prompted widespread protests throughout the City. During these 
protests, participants and observers noted that many NYPD officers have obscured their shield 
numbers with black tape or other opaque material, preventing the public from viewing officers’ 
shield numbers. See, e.g., https://twitter.com/jhermann/status/1267523227519201282?s=20; 
https://twitter.com/Julcuba/status/1267579435101929477?s=20. It has also been widely reported that 
officers have refused to respond to requests for identifying information, such as the officer’s 
name and shield number and the reason for their stop or arrest. See, e.g., 

https://twitter.com/jhermann/status/1267523227519201282?s=20
https://twitter.com/Julcuba/status/1267579435101929477?s=20
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https://twitter.com/tommiesunshine/status/1267614314988527617?s=20; see also, 
https://twitter.com/Julcuba/status/1267579435101929477?s=20; see also, 
https://twitter.com/tweetsyall/status/1267283853472935936?s=20.  

We understand the sentiment behind Commissioner Shea’s suggestion that officers wear 
black mourning bands on their shields to commemorate the loss of lives within the NYPD to 
COVID-19.  See https://twitter.com/NYPDShea/status/1250894546982055938. However, while 
the NYPD’s Patrol Guide 204-17 provides that an officer “[m]ay wear a black elastic mourning 
band,” the officer must “leav[e] the shield number or rank designation visible . . . .” Thus, 
although it is commendable for the NYPD to commemorate their members, they must do so in 
compliance with their Patrol Guide and in a manner that does not undermine accountability and 
transparency.  

Equally troubling, officers appear to be violating the RTKA, by refusing to provide their 
name and shield numbers or a business card containing such information either upon request or 
as mandated after certain encounters. N.Y.C. Admin. Code § 14-174(b)-(c). The primary purpose 
of the identification requirements under the RTKA is to prevent police abuse and promote more 
transparency in police interaction with the public. These accountability mechanisms are 
necessary to ensure that NYPD officers do not act with impunity and to allow victims of police 
misconduct to identify officers engaged in, or witnesses to, the misconduct. These objectives are 
especially important during protests and demonstrations.  

In light of the explicit violation of Patrol Guide 204-17 and the RTKA, we request that 
the NYPD immediately instruct all officers to remove any covering that obstructs public view of 
any officer’s badge. Due to the protests underway, we ask that the NYPD prioritize those 
commands that will respond to protests. We further request that, by close of business tomorrow, 
you confirm the NYPD’s compliance with Patrol Guide 204-17 and the RTKA with detailed 
information about what steps were taken to ensure that compliance. 

        Yours truly, 
/s/ Jennvine Wong         
Corey Stoughton 
Steve Wasserman 
Jennvine Wong 
Molly Griffard 
The Legal Aid Society  
199 Water Street 
New York, NY 10038 
 
Jin Hee Lee 
Raymond Audain 
Kevin Jason 
Ashok Chandran 
John S. Cusick 
Patricia Okonta 
NAACP Legal Defense &         
  Educational Fund, Inc. 

https://twitter.com/tommiesunshine/status/1267614314988527617?s=20
https://twitter.com/Julcuba/status/1267579435101929477?s=20
https://twitter.com/tweetsyall/status/1267283853472935936?s=20
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40 Rector Street, 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10006 
 
Counsel for Davis Plaintiffs 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


