UNLAWFUL TRESPASS STOPS AND ARRESTS:
Treating Public Housing Like Prison

Trespass stops and arrests are on the
rise: in recent years, stops for trespass on
NYCHA property increased almost 50%
and arrests increased over 36%.
Many law-abiding individuals are
unlawfully stopped, searched, or arrested
for the “crime” of simply walking to or
from a NYCHA apartment.
NYCHA pays the NYPD up to $80 million
per year for “extra” police services in
public housing.
These “extra services” include wrongfully
arresting people for trespassing on
NYCHA grounds.

For more information about unlawful trespass stops
and arrests in NYCHA residences and ways to join the
movement, call toll free at 1-877-301-2201.

Unlawful trespass stops and arrests on NYCHA property
unfairly criminalize communities of color.

Blacks and Latinos represent over 90% of all trespass arrests citywide although they are
only 54% of the NYC population.
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Although whites make up 45% of the NYC population, they are only 4% of city residents
stopped on suspicion of trespass and 6.7% of those arrested for trespass.

The percentage of Black residents in a particular neighborhood has a greater impact on the
rate of trespass stops than crime rates or the number of officers deployed in that area.

These discriminatory police practices violate the
constitutional rights of NYCHA residents and their guests,
including:
• The right to live in a safe neighborhood and receive the same police protection as
all New Yorkers, regardless of race, ethnicity, and/or socioeconomic status.
• The right to be free of unlawful stops, searches and arrests by police officers
without sufficient basis.
• The right to freely associate with individuals invited to NYCHA homes, without
unjustified police interference.

