
In addition, Section 1971 (b) of the Civil Rights Act of 1957, applicable during federal 
elections, states that no person "shall intimidate, threaten or coerce ... any other person for the 
purpose of interfering with the right of such other person to vote." 
Cases that have been brought under this provision of the Voting Rights Act have also been 
exceedingly rare. The Justice Department should consider using this statute as a mechanism to 
reach the various voter suppression tactics of the type that we have witnessed during recent 
elections. 

The Justice Department should also continue to identify problems in those jurisdictions 
covered under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, and interpose objections to discriminatory 
voting changes that are likely to worsen the position of minority voters. Indeed, it is critical that 
the Justice Department carefully examine and assess proposed voting changes by soliciting the 
input of affected individuals and organizations with knowledge of the impact of voting changes 
in covered jurisdictions. The perspectives presented by community contacts must also be sought 
to ensure that jurisdictions satisfy their burden under the revitalized standards adopted by 
Congress during the recent 2006 reauthorization of Section 5. 

Moreover, so long as voter suppression tactics persist, there remains the potential for 
intimidation to emerge on Election Day. The Justice Department's federal observer program 
serves an important oversight function that can help protect minority voters' access to the ballot 
box. The resources of DOl's federal observer program should be carefully leveraged and 
appropriately distributed in covered jurisdictions to help discourage and deter the kind of 
suppression tactics that would likely emerge in the absence of federal oversight. 

Finally, voter suppression tactics and acts of voter intimidation continue to be significant 
factors in our electoral process. These tactics stand in the way of full and equal participation on 
the part of African-American, Latino and other minority voters. More aggressive enforcement of 
relevant federal civil rights statutes and continued deployment of federal observers can help quell 
the threat posed by these voter suppression tactics. It is critical that the Justice Department 
focus its enforcement efforts on schemes used to discourage minority voter participation during 
elections including, but not limited to: voter intimidation; aggressive challenges mounted by 
groups and/or individuals inside polling places on Election Day; and purge programs that 
threaten to remove eligible citizens from our registration rolls. 
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