
applications are processed in a timely manner. In particular, Section 5(e) of the NVRA 
states: 

(1 ) ..... a completed voter registration portion of an 
application for a State motor vehicle driver's license 
accepted at a State motor vehicle authority shall be 
transmitted to the appropriate State election official not 
later than 10 days after the date of acceptance. 

(2) If a registration application is accepted within 5 days 
before the last day for registration to vote in an election, 
the application shall be transmitted to the appropriate 
State election official not later than 5 days after the date 
of acceptance. 

42 U.S.c. § 1973gg-3. Thus, where officials fail to abide by the NVRA's requirements, 
the goals of the Act are undermined and potential voters are denied the right to avail 
themselves of meaningful voter registration opportunities as contemplated by Congress. 
A federal government-sponsored study of compliance with the NVRA would likely 
reveal several areas for improved compliance and appears warranted given recent trends. 

Public Perceptions Regarding the Voter Registration Process 

It is important for the Committee to give consideration to prevailing public 
perceptions regarding the difficulties associated with the voter registration process as it 
stands today. A 2006 national survey conducted by International Communications 
Research determined that there are statistically significant differences among racial 
groups regarding the difficulties associated with the voter registration process. In 
particular, the study found that nearly 10 percent of whites perceived difficulty with the 
registration process compared to 16 percent of Blacks. 16 These disparities widen when 
looking at a sample of unregistered adults with 25 percent of minority respondents 
reporting difficulty compared to 13 percent for unregistered whites. J7 This survey data 
suggests that work remains to address both the real and perceived barriers that may 
continue to impede minority electoral participation. IS This data also suggests that 
perceptions of minority voters may be the result of ongoing challenges encountered in 
their efforts to register to vote and remain on the registration rolls. Efforts must be made 
to ensure that these racially disparate perceptions do not translate into lowered political 
participation among minority voters. 

Conclusion 

The National Voter Registration Act has played a significant role in making voter 
registration opportunities more widely available, and it has resulted in a measurable 

16 R. Michael Alvarez, et aI., How Hard Can It Be: Do Citizens Think It is Difficult to Register to Vote, 18
 
STAN. LAW & POL'y REv. 382, 397-98 (2007).
 
17 Id. at 404.
 
18 Id. at 406.
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increase in the number of eligible voters nationwide. 19 However, the programs and 
procedures used by states to maintain voter registration lists pose new threats to the 
fragile gains of the Act. Recent efforts to remove voters deemed no longer eligible to 
vote, including a recent purge program in Louisiana that targeted and removed persons 
presumed to be registrants in more than one state, should be carefully scrutinized and 
examined to ensure that they do not result in the removal of otherwise eligible voters. 

In addition, efforts should be taken to strengthen compliance with the mandates of 
the NVRA among designated agencies, including encouraging the Attorney General to 
improve enforcement efforts under the Act. Although states have a legitimate 
responsibility to preserve the integrity of their registration lists, maintenance efforts and 
purge programs should be carried out in a manner that will preserve the place of eligible 
voters on voter registration lists and thus, ensure that these citizens are able to exercise 
their right to vote on Election Day. 

19 See Benjamin Highton and Raymond E. Wolfinger, Estimating the Effects ofthe National Voter 
Registration Act of 1993,20 POL. BEHAVIOR 2 (1998). 
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