


increase in the number of eligible voters nationwide.'” However, the programs and
procedures used by states to maintain voter registration lists pose new threats to the
fragile gains of the Act. Recent efforts to remove voters deemed no longer eligible to
vote, including a recent purge program in Louisiana that targeted and removed persons
presumed to be registrants in more than one state, should be carefully scrutinized and
examined to ensure that they do not result in the removal of otherwise eligible voters.

In addition, efforts should be taken to strengthen compliance with the mandates of
the NVRA among designated agencies, including encouraging the Attorney General to
improve enforcement efforts under the Act. Although states have a legitimate
responsibility to preserve the integrity of their registration lists, maintenance efforts and
purge programs should be carried out in a manner that will preserve the place of eligible
voters on voter registration lists and thus, ensure that these citizens are able to exercise
their right to vote on Election Day.

' See Benjamin Highton and Raymond E. Wolfinger, Estimating the Effects of the National Voter
Registration Act of 1993, 20 POL. BEHAVIOR 2 (1998).



